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THE 


PISTLE, 


"TO THE 


READñ¹ER 


Chriſtian Reader, f b 
Aving ſeriouſly conſider'd the i 
great Diſhonour done to Al- 
mighty God, (as well as the 
Prejudice which doth accrue = 
to our ſelves) by the Sin of Diſcontent, —_ 
a Catholick and Epidemical Sin :)- Bt 4 | 
did at firſt put me upon the Study of 
this Subject. Nor is it incongruous to , 
handle this next in order to the Chriſſi. 
41 Charter. I ſhew*d you there thegreat 
things which a Believer hath in Rever- - 
tion ; Things to come are his; and ky, —_- 
behold a Chriſtian's holy and gracious 1 1 
Deportment in this Life, Which diſeo- 
vers it ſelf in nothing more eminently, 


2 


than in Contentation. Diſcontent is tc 


ons Heaven-ward. Diſcontent is Hel 


Natural; but to be reſiſted, becauſe 


s the contemplating thebeautiful Quee 
of Content ation. For my part, I kno 
not any Ornament in Religion that 


glitter in the Eye of God and Man 
than this of Contentment. Nor cer 
tainly is there any thing wherein all 
the Chriftian Vertues do work more 
harmoniouſly, or ſhine more tranſpa 


doth act its Part here, and help to kee 
the Soul in its au, a; this is the tru 
Tlhiloſopher's Stone, which turns all in 


« The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


1. 


the Soul, as a Diſeaſe to the Body; it 
puts it out of Temper, and doth muc 
hinder its regular and ſublime Moti 


reditary, and no doubt but it is much 
augmented by the many ſad Eclipſe 
and Changes that have fallen out o 
late in the Body Politick; yet the Di 
eaſe is not to be pleaded for, becauſt 


Sinful. That which ſhould make u 
out of Love with this ſullen Diſtemper 


doth more beſpangle a Chriſtian, 0 


rently, than in this Orb. Bvery Grace 
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t is tq to Gold; this is the curious Enamel. 
y 3 M and Embroidery of the Heart, which 
mucls makes Chriſt's Spouſe all glorious with- 
Motif u. How ſhould every Chriftian be 
5 Hef ambitious to wear ſuch a ſparkling Di- 
muci 2mond ! If there be a bleſſed Life be- 
lipſeſ fore we come at Heaven, it 15 the con- 
Dur ON tented Life. And why -notcontented? i 
Why art thou Wrath, and why is thy iſ 
A Counrenance fallen? Gen. 4.6. Man, -i 
of all Creatures, hath the leaſt Cauſe 
to be diſcontented-i. Canſt thou de- 
ſerve any thing L<m God? Doth he 
owe thee any thing? What if the | 
Scene turn, and God puts thee under 
the Black Rod? * Whereas he uſeth a 


1, 0 Rod, he might uſe a Scorpion; he i 
Man might as weil damn thee as whip thee; Wl 


Why then art thou ſoquerulous? Why -: 
doſt thou give way to this irrational! 
and unthankful Sin of Diſcontent? 
The good Lord humbles his own Peo= Wal 
ple for nouriſhing ſuch a Viper in their ai 
Breaſt, as doth not only eat out the 
Bowels of their Comfort, but ſpits Ve- 
nom in the Face of God himſelf. 0 


1 doth act its Part here, and help to keep 


1 3 


and Changes that have fallen out ol 


Natural; but to be reſiſted, becauſe 


"of Contentation. For my part, I kno 
not any Ornament in Religion that 


glitter in the Eye of God and Man 


_. rainly is there any thing wherein all 
the Chriftian Vertues do work more 


Thiloſopher's Stone, which turns all im 
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than in Contentation. Diſcontent is te 

the Soul, as a Diſeaſe to the Body; it 
puts 1t out of Temper, and doth muc 
hinder its regular and {ſublime Moti 
ons Heaven- ward. Diſcontent is Hef 
reditary, and no doubt but it is muct 
augmented by the many fad Eclipſe 


late in the Body Politick ; yet the Di 
eaſe is not to be pleaded for, becauſſ 


Sinful. That which ſhould make u 
out of Love with this ſullen Diſtemper 
is the contemplating the beautiful. Queen 
doth more beſpangle a Chriſtian, o 
than this of Contentment. Nor cer 
harmoniouſly, or ſhine more tranſpa 
rently, than in this Orb. Every Grace 
the Soul in its tuntacla; this is the trus 
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t is t to Gold; this is the curious Enamel WY 
y; M and Embroidery of the Heart, which I 
much makes Chriſt's Spouſe all glorious witß-V 
in. How ſhould every Chriſt ian be 
C ambitious to wear ſuch a ſparkling Di- 
amond ! If there be a bleſſed Life be- 
fore we come at Heaven, it is the con- 
rented Life. And why notcontented? p8 
Why art thou Wrath, and why is thy ſl 
A Countenance fallen? Gen, 4. 6. Man, 
caule of all Creatures, hath the leaſt Cauſe ? 


ke uf to be diſcontented Canſt thou de- | 
mnpey ſerve any thing. m God? Doth he iſ 
_— S owe thee any thing? What if che 43M 
ano 


Scene turn, and God puts thee under 
the Black Rod? Whereas he uſeth a ü 


%% Rod, he my uſe a Scorpion; he 
1 might as well damn thee as whip thee; 3 


Why then art thou ſoquerulous? Why 
doſt thou give way to this irrational 
and unthankful Sin of Diſcontent? 
The good Lord humbles his own Peo- 
ple for nouriſhing ſuch a Viper in their 

Breaſt, as doth not only eat out the 
Bowels of their Comfort, but ſpits Ve- 
nom in the Face of God himſelf. 0 
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Chriſtiar, who art over-ſpread with 
this fretting Leproſie, thou carrieſt the 
Man of Sin about thee ; for thou ſet- 
telt thy ſelf above God; and as i 
thou wert wiſer than he, wouldſt ſau. 
cily preſcribe him what Condition is 
i | beſt for thee. O this Devil of Diſcon- 
tent, which whomſoever it pollefleth, 
it makes his Heart a little Hell. 1 
know there will not be a perfect Con- 
tentment here in this Life: PerfeQ 
leaſure is only at God's right Hand, 
Plal. 16. 11. yet. may begin here to 
tune our Inſtrument before we play the 
4 {weet Leſſon of Contentment exaQtly 
in Heaven. I ſhould be glad if the 
little Piece might be like Moſes his 
caſting the Tree into the Waters, Ex. 
* 15. 25. to make the uncouth bitter 
Condition of Life, more ſweet and 
+ « pleaſant to drink of. I have once more 
4 _adventured into the Publick; this I 
# acknow ledge to be rudi Minerva, 
Home ſpun; ſome better Hand might 
have made a more curious Draught: 
But having preached upon the To 
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m | Ile Epiſile to the Reader. 
vith — — — 
the was earneſtly ſollicited by ſome of my 
ſet-MHearers to publiſh it; and althoꝰ it 1s 
15 ifMMnot dreſs'd in tt rich Attire of Elo- 
fau-Wqjuence, as it might; yet I am not a- 
n isÞout Poetry, or Oratory, but Divinity; 
con · Inor is this intended for Fancy, but Pra- 
th, Mice. If I may herein do any Service, 
Ir caſt but a Mite into the Treaſury of - 
on- he Church's Grace, I have my Deſire. 
rfe&MT he End of our living is to live to God, 
land, nd to lift up his Name in the World. 
re to The Lord add an effectual Bleſſing to 
the This Work, and faſten it as a Nail in a 
aftly ure Place; He of his Mercy make it 
this [piritual Phy ſick to purge the ill Hu- 
his nour of Diſcontent out of our Hearts, 
Ex. Nhat lo a Crown of Honour may be let 
Jitter pon the Head of Religion, and tic 
- andMCryital Streams of Joy and Peace may 
more ver run in our Souls: Which is the 
this Irayer of him who is deſirous tg be a 
ru, aithful Orator for thee at the Throne 
night Grace, 5 8 
ght: Thomas Watfon. 
hieR, From my Study at — | 


Stephen's W.rlbroot, 
May . 1653. 
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"A Catalogue of Books. 


: A Manual of Devotions : Containing 4 Treati 


* of Prayer and Thankſgiving, with Morning 4 
Evening-Prayers for every Day in the Week, an 
ct Der Occaſions: Extracted from the Works of N 


ſhop Andrews, Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop Coſens, D 


Ken, Biſhop Patrick, and others, To which 
added, A Sermon of drawing nigh unto God; by t 


late Reverend Biſhop Whitchcor, D. O. The Sec 


Edition. Piice 1s. 6d. 
Love to Chriſt neceſſary to eſcape the Curſe ath 


Coming. By Tho. Doolittle, M. A. 


The Neceſſity of Perſonal Reformation , and th 
Neceſſity of Convzrfion. By J. Flavel, M niſter of th 


_ Cofpel. | 
' The Almo?t Chriſtian diſcovered; in ſome Sei 


mons on Acts 26. 28. Mi a Blow at Profanene| 
By the R R Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord- Biſhi 
of London Derry. To which is added, The Up 
right Chriſtian diſcovered : Gathered out of the ju 
dicious Treatiſes of William Bates, D. D. T'e$ 
cond Edition, Sg | 
The Mourner's Directory, guiding him to the mil 
dle Mig betwixt the two Extreams, Defett and Ex 
ce of Sorrow for his Dead. To which is adde 
Toe Mourner's Solilequy, The Secind Edition. 


1 homas Doolittle, M. 4. 
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TO THE 


Chriſtian Reader. | 


Word ſpoken in due Seaſon, 


hold their Potion of Meat in due 


Seaſon, Lake 12. 42. And as it is with WM 
Corporal Food, the Seaſon addeth much, if 

both to the Value and Uſefulneſs thereof, 

in like manner it is with Fosd Spiritaal. al 
In this Regard, the Brokenneſs of theſe 
Times (wherein the Boſoms of moit peo- 
ple are filled with Diſquiets, and their 
Mouths with Murmurings ) may well ren- 


der this Treatiſe the more acceptable. The 
Seas are not ſo ſtormy as Mens Spirits 
are tempeſt ou, toſſed to and fro with WM 
Diſcomtents. And now the Lord (Who 
maketh every thing beautiful in his 
time, Eccl. 3. 11.) hath moit opportane-if 


bow good is it? Prov. 15. 23. 
As God giveth to his Creatures their 
Meat in Seaſon, P/al. 104. 27. ſo his 
faithful Stewards provide for his Hout- Wai 


1 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ly pat in thy Hand a profitable Diſ- 
| C0:nxje to calm unquiet Hearts. Adam 
in Paradiſe daſb'd upon the Rock of Diſ- 
context (which ſome Divines conceive 
ws His fir Sin.) This, with many In- 
ſtances more in Scripture, together with 
boar own ſad Experience, aoth both ſteal 
our Dazger, and call for Caution. Now 
Godlineſs & the only ſovereign Antidote 
again; this ſpreading Diſeaſe ; aud God's 
Grace alone (being ſettled and exerciſed 
in the Heart ) can cauſe Steaaineſ in ſtor- 
any Times, Heb.13 9. Hhereas Conten- 
tation ariſeth either from the Fruition 
of all Comforts, or ſrom a not deſiring 
of ſome which we have not: I Pie- 
) aoth put a Chriſtian into ſuch a Con- 

dition. Hereby we both poſſeſSGea, ng 
are taught how to improve him, wh is the 
 oaly ſatuſping everlaſting Portion of his 
People, Plal. 73: 25, 26. Herein Chriit 
(119? poor in this World, Mlatth. 8 10.) 
greatly rejozced. Ihe Lord is the Por- 
tion of my Inlicritance, the Lines are 
faſhen unto me in pleaſant Places; yea, 
Ibarca goodly Heritage, Pſafy 16. $ 


To the 8 Reader. 


Upon this Account alſo Jacob ſaid, 
have enough, Gen. 33. 11. or (as it is 
51 he Original) 1 have all. God the 


ive Pat her and Chriit his Sou had jweet Sa- 
In- Nofaction in each ot her when there was no 
ith Iprber Being, Prov. 8. 30, 31. Therefore 
ak Nachæho poſſeſs and improve God through 
om Nr iſt, cannot poſſibly be diſſatisfied. The 
tote MAlmichty is the God of all Grace, 1 Pet. 
2a's . 20. of all Comfort, 2 Cor. 1. 4. aud 


ſed pf Salvation, P/al. 68. 20. In which 


or- Feſpects neither Deficiencies or Diſap- 
en- Poinc ments, Loſſes or Croſſes, can cauſe 
ion .guieting Diſcontents in that Boſom 


7 ere Faith is Commander in Chief. The 
e- MP rophet Habakkuk rejoyced inthe God 
f his Salvation, when the Peſtilence 
went before him, Hab. 3. 5. and burn- 


19. and when he ſuppoſed all Creatare- 


i Poaccours, both for Delight and Neceſſity, 
o.) Wo be quite removed. This, this is the 


are 
ea, WAdings of precious Faith. The id the 
«5» is of Contentment, which comes by - 


\ 


Ing Coals came forth of his Feet, v. 17, 


Life which Chriſtians ſhould endeavour, .. AY 
and may attain by the vigorous regular 
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Goalineſs, when Providences are blu 


taker is weighty, and well worth t 


bold to ſay, They never felt God's Lov: 
or taſted Forgiveneſs of Sins, who a 
diſcontented. This likewiſe was an ho 


2 mai nt aiuing this F rane of Heart, 1 
might have much of Heaven on this fi 
Heaven. Holy Contentment make 
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and likely to be bloody): Now, the Ju 
{ball live by his Faith, Hab. 2. 4. He 
10. 38. That Speech of learned Mr. G 


marking, A contented Mind, argues 
religious Heart; and a diſcontente 
Mind, argues an irreligious Heart. Ay 
that worthy Divine Mr. Greenham mi 


Breathing of reverend Dr. Hall in hi 
Meditations, I have ſomewhat of th 
beſt Things, I will with Thankfulne 
enjoy them , and will want the re 
with Contentment. By attaining 


them truly Rich, whom the oppreſſin 
World maketh very Poor. Hereby ou 
ſweetest Morſels ſhall be well ſeaſoned 
and our bittereit Potions well ſweetntd 
Prov. 17.1. Had we learned to enjo 
Content ment in Jehovah, who is immu 


tabl 


<a 


Jo che Chitin Reader, 2 
table and all- ſufficient , this 2 


6 
Alterations in Church and State, wit 
| which bis Divine Majeſty is pleaſed to 
exerciſe s; whereas becauſe we live alone 
upon Sublunaries , therefore we are apt 
with Nabal to die upon the Ne#t, 1 Sam. 

25.37. 2 Dejeftedneſs, upon the 
Approach of imagined Dangers. When 
God ſeeth Cauſe to cut us ſhort of many 

Creatare-accommodations, Faith will mo- 
derate our Deſires after them, aſſuring the 
Soul that nothing is wit bdramn or with- Wh 
held which might be really advantageous; Wi 
and doubtleſs it is a great Piece of Flap- 


| Chriſtians, when they fret upon ſome par- 


withtending God's Liberality laid forth 
upon them in many other Reſpetts, As 


was diſconte nted, becauſe Ivy would not 


crow in his Gardens at Babylon. Dio-— 
| genes 


Frame of Spirit ſhould never periſh or Y " 
ange in the midſt of the mot amazing ⁵ 


pine(s upon Earth, not to long after that / Þ U 
which the Lord is pleaſed to deny, In- 
deed Men act _ like Heathens than 


ticalar inferiour Diſappoint ments, not- 


Alexander, the Monarch of the World, 


' 
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genes the Cynick was herein more wiſe 
who finding 4 Monſe in his Sachel, ſaid 
He {aw that himſelf was not fo poor 
but ſome were glad of his Leavings. 
Oh how might we (if we had Hearts to im. 
prove higher Providences) rock our pee. 
wiſh Spirits quiet by mach ſtronger Arga- 
ments Let us they lay before our Eyes 
the Practices of pious Mera recorded in 
Scripture for our Imitation, as Jacob, 
Agur, Paul, &c. Gen. 28. 20. Prov, 
30. 8. 1 Tim. 6. 7. and It us charge 
home apan our Conſciences, divine Ex- 
hortat ions backed with ſtrong Reaſons, 
andencourazed with ſweet Promiſes. It 
was the grade Counſel of holy Greenham, 
Having Food and Raiment, take the 

reſt as an Overplus, Gen. 3 2. 10. Are 

* we not le than the leait of God's Mer- 
WF cies? Is not God our bountiful Benefa- 
cter? why then do we not reft contented 
with his liberal Allowance? Oh let u 
= che our wrangling Spirits, and encon- 
[! rage Confidence "with Contentment i 
God, as bleſſed David did. | 


My 


— 


-- 


-- To the Chriſtian Reader. 
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2h Pen hath out-run my Purpoſe when 
wiſe underrook this Preface ; bat I will no 
faid Meer (good Reader) detain thee in the 
or orch, wherein I have defign'd to quicken 
ings. ed to prepare thee to the more fruitful 
ds rr of this ſeaſonable and nfe- 
ul Treatiſe; wherein the Author hath 

ge Prerciſed to good Purpoſe, both the Chri- 

ian Graces, and Miniſterial Gifts with 

ich God hath eariched him, Herein 
Doctrine of Chriſtian Content ment 

clearly illuſtrated, and profitably ppli- 
d; the ſpecial Caſes (wherein, through 
hange of Providences, Diſcontents are 
ot commonly occaſioned) are particula- 
ized, and Preſervatives applied to ſe- 
ure the Soul. Although ſome other wor- 
py Divines have been helpful to the 
harch of God by their Diſcourſes upon 
is Subject; yet there is much of pecu- 
"gr Uſe in thu Treatiſe. 'The Apoſtle 
ells us, that ſome Manifeſtation of the 
pirit is given unto every Man to pro- 
i withal, 1 Cor. 12. 74 Thy Soul. 

"refit is propounded as the Author's 
nd in Publiſhing this Piece : 2 
; hat 
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that this End may be accompliſhed, i 
the unfeigned Deſire, ana OY Pray 
of him who f 16 


Thy Servant, 
N in, and for Chriſt, 
1 = Simeon Aſhe 


May 3. 1653. 
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27 his End, ib. 1 
nent Nhe fifth Argument, Thus 4 Chriſtian gets « WM 
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31 for our Go, r 
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128 
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7 Rule. Look not on the dark ſide of your Con- 
dition, but the light ſide, F ea ib, 


8 Rule. Conſider in what 4 Poſture you ſtand 


bere in the World, 144 


ä 22 —— " — - 3 


" The Index. 
Rule. Let not your Hopes depend upon Ex- 


trinſecals, 142 
o Rule, Often compare your Condition, 143 - 
1 Rule. Go mor to bring your C ondition 10 
your Mind, but bring your Mind to your 
Condition, 148 
2 Rule. Study the Vanity of the Creature, id. 
3 Rule. Get Phancy regulated, 149 


4 Rule. Confider bow little wil ſuffice Na- 


ure, 


130 

5 Rule. Believe the preſent Condition be#t, 
131 

6 Rule. Do not too much indulge the F % 


152 

7 Rule, Meditate much on the Glory to be re- 
vealed, ib. 

Rule. Be much in Prayer, 0 


le 6. go '0 the — Chriſtian, 
1 


7 ; {i r N I 
"6. 4, | 
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A Catalogue of Books. 


L Ser mons: viz. I. Chrift's Firſt Sermon: 
The abſolute Neceſſity, and Chriſtian Practice 
| Repentance, open d and applyd. II. Chrift's 1 
Sermon: or, The everlaſting Eſtate and Condition 
all Men in the World to come. III. Peter's Ne 
tance, after he had denied his Lord and Maſter 5 
ſus Cbriſt, open d and explain d. IV. Tee Chrift 
an bleſſed Choice: or, The godly Man's Reſoluti 
to cleave unto God, &c. V. The Parable of Die 
and Lazarus, open d and apply'd, &c. VI. I. 
Fathers laſt Bleſſing : Being comfortable Medit. 
tions again the Fear of Death. VII. An carne 
Per/waſive to à ſerious Obſervation of the L 
Day. The Firſt Volume. By John Hart, D. 
To which is added, The Houſholder's Manual, & 
Price bound 1 5. | * 
Toe Wars of the Fews : In two Books, 7 
the mo#t Deplorable Hiſtory of the Siege and Deſtr 
ction of the City of Jeruſalem, and the Burning 
the Temple therein by the Romans, under the Com 
mand of Titus Ve ſpaſian, the Roman Emperou 
Alſo an Accound of the fearful Preſages, and ſtrany 
Apparitions that were ſeen in the Air, before | 
Ruine thereof. Epitomiz d from the Works 0 
Flavius Joſephus. Tranſlated into Engliſh 
Sir Roger L Eſtrange, Kt. Price bound 1 s.  * 
The Unfortunate Lovers: or, The Famous and N 
nowned Hiſtory of Argalus and Parthenia. 04h 
| Books. Price bound 1 5. 


Sold by A, Betteſworth, on Loadon-bridge. | 
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D1vineCONTENTMENT. 


C A P. 1. 5 | 
The Introduction to the Text. 


__ 3 


— _ 


400 Phil. iv. 11. 


rn Las learn e d, in whatſoever State F am, 


the Con 

mperaryf therewith to be content. 8 

4 ſtrany 

before tl JHeſe Words are brought i in by Way of of 
Yorks 0 


Prolegſis, to anticipate and prevent an 


lin Objection. The Apoftle had i in rhe 

FI former Verſes laid down many e | 
"7 8 L heayenly Rxhortations; among the f Wi 
. | * for nothing, Verſe 6: Not to exc öde, 


tential Care: For, He that provid:th not 
bir own Houſe, lab denied the Faith, and * 
B noſe. 


male our Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10 


Hand. 


ue forget how to die: Curs tabeſcibus omnes. 
Care is à ſpiritual Canker, that doth waſte 


Care add a Furlong to our Grief, than a Cui 


careful for nothing. 


n. _—__T_ 


2 _ The 


— art of 


wor ſe than an Infidel, Tim. 5. $. Nor, 2. 4 
Religious Care: Fos we muſt give all Diligewge i 


But, 3. To exclude all anxious Care about rhe 
Idues and Events of Things; Take no thought 
your Life, what you ſhall eat, Matth. 6.25. Ani 
in this Senſe it ſhould be a Chriftians Care n 
ro be careful, The Word in the Greek [Car 
Fu! comes from a Primitive, that ſignifies, 
cut the Heart in Pieces, a Soul - dividing Care 
take heed of this. We are bid to commit 0 
Way unto the Lord,Plal.37.5. The Hebrew Wer 
is, Roll thy May upon the Lord. It is our Wo 
ro caſt Care, and it is God's Work to take Can 
By our Immoderacy we take his Work our of 


Care, when it is excentrick, either diſtruſtſt 
or diſtracting, is very difſhonourable ro God, 
takes away his Providence, as if ke fate in He 
ven and minded not what became of Things be 
below ; like a Man that makesa Clock, and th 
leaves it to go of it ſelf. Immoderate Care tal 
the Heart off from better Things; and uſu; 
while we are thinking how we ſhall do to l 


Fifpirir ; & cus bono. We may ſooner hy 


our Cemſo t. God doth threaten it as a Ci 
They ſtall eat their Bread with Carefulneſi, 
13. 19. Better faſt, than eat of that Bread; 


| 


| 


Divine Contentment. 3 
Now leſt any one ſhould ſay, Yea, Paul, thou 
Freacheſt that to us, which thou haſt ſcarce learn- 
d chy ſelf; Haſt thou learned not to be careful? 
he Apoſtle ſeems tacitly to anſwer that, im the 
"WV ords of rhe Text; Ihe learned in whatſoever 
tare I am, therewith to be content. 

Epregia Sententia! A Speech worthy to be en- 
raven upon our Hearts, and to be written in 
erters of Gold upon the Crowns and Diadems 
Princes. The Text doch branch it ſelf into 
eſe two Benetal Parts: 


I. The Scholar, Paul: 1 hens learned. 
II. The Leſſon: In every State to be content, 


FRY A 9 7 1 * AN” 1 


22 . . 


lar, with the l Propoſition. 


Begin with the firſt: I. The Scholar, 224 is 
Proficiency; I have learned. Out gf which I 
Ul in tranſitu obſerve rwo Things by Way of 


ae | ſhould be content; bur, I have learned; 
'benee, 1. Doctrine, It is not enen gh for Chri- 
ans tb hear their Duty, but they — learn thei 

urg. It is one thing to hear, and another thing 
learn; as it is one thing to eat, and another 
ag 10 concoct. St. Paul was a Practitionet 
B 2 Chci- 


be * Branch of the Text, The Scho- I 1 


zraphraſe : 1. It is not ini, but tuaMr. The 1 
poſtle doth not fay, I have heard, that in every - 


1100. 


* 


1 J %% 
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Chriſtians hear much, but it is to be feared, leam iſ — 
little. There were four ſorts of. Ground in the . 
Parable, Lale 8. 5. and butone good Ground. fac 
An Emblem of this Truth, many Hearers, but T 
tew Learners. There are two Things which keep M. 
us from learning: : . 
I. /ig being what we bear. Chriſt is the Peri W. 
of Price; when we diſeſteem this Pearl, we ſhall ing 
— 7 either N or its Vertue, The 
oſpel is a rare My ; in one place it is cal 
led — Goppel of Grace, Acts 20. 3 
the Goſpel of Glory, 1 Cor. 4 4. becauſe in it, as 
in a tranſparent Glaſs, the Glory of God is re- 
ſplendent: But he that hath learned ro-conremn 
this Myſtery, will heardly ever learn to obey it 
He that looks upon the Things of Heaven as 

x Things by the by, and perhaps the driving of a 

1 Trade, or carrying on ſome politick Defign, 10 
= be of greater Importance; this Man is in the bigh 
= Road to Damnation, and will hardly ever lean 


the Things of his Peace. Who will learn tha. © 
which he thinks is ſcarce worth learning 3 em 
2. Forgetting what we bear. Ka Scholar hae ert) 


his Rules laid before him, and he forgets them 
as faſt as he reads them, he will never carr, 
James. 25. Ariftotle calls the Memory, the Scril 


. of the Soul; and Bernard calls it the Sromac a 
of che Soul, becauſe ir hath a retentive Facuiiſ 
and turns heavenly Food into Blood and Spirit Hi 
We have great Memories in other things, we : te 


member that which is vain. Cyrus-conld'geme! 
ber tbe Name of every Soldier in his hu Auny 
we remember Injuries, This is to fill à 


Cabinet with Dung; bur, Quam fa e. obtrojth | 


—- of = 
2 „ I 
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* 
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"Dione To fentment. 3 


ni? As n fair How ſoon 30 we forget thi 
WW facred Truths of Goc „e, are apt to forget three 
Things, our Fal- 55 our Fgiendi, our Wecker 
Many Chriſtians are hke Steves; put a Sieve into 

the Water, and it is full; bur take it forth of the 
Vater, and all runs out: So, while they are hear- 
| ing of a Sermon, they remember ſomerhing ; bur 
e ecbe Sieve cut of the Hater, as ſoon as they are 
L gone out o the Church, ll is forgotten. Let 

ys Ling (aich Che a? i uk. down into your 
Ears, Luke 9,42. ſs the Original i it is, Pue theſe 
Savings into your Ears. As a Man that would hide 
jewel from bein 2 ors | it up laſe in his 
Cheſt. Let them ſank: ; The Word muſt not on- 


hich ſoaks to the Root of che * and makes 
Fowl of the Air, pick up the pope. Seed r 


mm 

Uſe. Ler me pur you upon a ſerious Trial ; 
Scme of you T kr you have. lived. 
orty, fifty, ſixt ixty Years under the. blefie& Trum-, 
det of the Goſpel: has of abe You 
may have beard a rho TONS and yer 
not learned one. 7 od Conſciences. 

1. You have heard muc againſt Sin: Are you 


Hearers, or are you Scholars? 


ovezouſneſi.; That it is the Root on which Pride, 
Idoiatty, Treaſon, do grow * Tim. 1 & 4. One 
calls k a Metropnlitan Sin: it is mal comple- , 
wn, ir doth twiſt a great many Sins in with it. 
lbere is hardly . but Covetouſneſs is a 
main Ingredięnt i into it; and yet are you like the 

B 3 txo 
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ly fall as Dew, that wets the Leaf, bur as Rain, 
ic ſructiſie. Ok how aſten doth Satan 27 


How many Sermons have you bear againlkis © 


1 
bf 

: i Pp | 

. 

5 | 

.. | | 
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LEES 
two Daughters of the Horſe · leach, that cry, Give, 
give. How much have you heard againft 7:ſþ 
Anger, that it is a ſhort Phrenſie, a dry Drunken. 


neſs; that ix reſts in the Boſom of Fools; and up. 


on the leaſt occaſion do your Spirits begin to 
take fire? How much have you heard againſt 
Swearing 2 It is Chriſt 's ex preſs Mandate, Swear 
not at al, Math. 5. 34. This Sin of all other 
may be rermed the anfruitful Wark of Darknef, 
Epheſ. 5. 11. It is neither (weerned with Plea- 
ſure, nor enriched with Profir, (the uſual Vermi- 
lion wherewirh Satan doth paint Sin.) Swearing 
is forbid with a Sub pana. While the Swearer 
 ſhoors his Oaths, like flying A roms, at God, to 
pierce his Glory, God ſhoots a flying Rell of Cur. 
ſes, Xech. 5. Ver. 2, & 4. againſt him: And do 
you make your Tongue a Racker, by which you 
roſs Oaths as Tennis-balls > Do you ſport your 
felves wich Oarhs, as the Philiſtines did with Samp- 
fon, which will at laſt pull the Houſe about your 
Ears? Alas! how have they learned what Sin is, 


cdcxat have not learned to leave Sin? Doth he know 


What a Viper is, that plays wich it? 
212. You have heard much of Chriſt, have yon 
learned Chrift Þ | The Jews (as one ſaub) carried 
Chrift in their Bibles, bur not in their Hearts; 
Their Sound went into all the Earth, Rom. 10.18, 
The Prophets and Apoſtles were as Trumpets 
whoſe Sound went abroad into the World; yet 
many Thouſands who heard the Noiſe of thele 


Trumpets, had not learned Chriſt ; They haue u 


4 obeyed, Ver. 16. | 12 
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Divine C ontentment. 7 


* 


1. A Man may know much of Chrift, and yer 
not learn Chriſt. The Devi/s knew Chriſt, Mark 
3. 24. 

. A Man may preach Chriſt, and yet not learn 
Chriſt ; as Judas and the Pſeudo- Apoſtles, Phil. 

15. Oe 
; 3. A Man may profeſs Chrift, and yer ner 
learn Chriſt. There are many Profeſſors in the 
World that Chrift will profeſs againſt, Mazzb. 7. 
22, 23. | | 1 

Queſt, V hat is it then to learn Chriſt? 5 

Anſw. 1. To learn Chriſt, is to be made like 
Chriſt; when the Divine Characters of his Ho- 
lineis are engraven upon our Hearts: Ie all with 
open Face, babolding as in a Glafi the Glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, 2 Cor. 3. 
19. There is a Metamorphoſis made, a Sinner 
viewing Chriſt's Image in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, 
is transformed into that Image. Never did ary 
Man loo upon Chrift with a ſpiritual Eye, bur 
went away quite changed. A true Saint is a Di- 
vine Landskip or Picture, where all the rare Beau 
ties of Chriit are lively pourtrayed and drawn 
torch. He hath the ſame Spirit, the ſame Judg- 


ment, the fame Will with Jeſus Chriſt. 


2. T6 learn Chriſt, is to believe in him; My 
Lord, my God, John 20. 28. When we do not 
only credere Deum, but in Deum; which is rhe 
actual Application of Chriſt to our ſelves and as it 
were the ſpreading of the ſacred Medicine of his 
Blood upon our Souls. You that have heard. 
much of Chrift, and yet cannot with an humble 
adherence ſay, My Jeſus; be not offended if I eU 
you, the Devi) can fay his Creed as well a ay 4 
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3. To learn Chrift, is to /ive ChriF. When 
we have Bible · converſations, our Lives, as rich 
Diamonds, caſt a ſparkling Luſtre in the Church 
ot God, Phil. 1. 27. and are (in ſome Senſe) pa- 
rallel with the Life of Chrift, as the Tranicript 
with the Original. So much for the firſt Nation 
of the Word. 5 | | 


— 


— 
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Containing the Second Propoſition. 


II. TA. Word tua Jer, I bade /cerned, is 2 
| Word imports Difficulry, it ſhews how 
hardly the Apoſtle came by his Canrentment of and 
| Mind ; it was not Natura gentium : St. Paul did dea 
not come naturally by it, but he had learned it: : 
It coſt him many a Prayer and Tear; it was oll 
taught him by the Spirit. | „ 
Whence Doctrine 2. Good Things are bard to N 
come by, | 
The Buſineſs of Religion is not ſo facile as moſt MW *** 
do imagine ; I have learned, ſaith St. Paul. In-! 
deed you need not learn a Man to fin, this is na-. 
rural, P/al. 58. 3. and therefore facile, it comes as of 
Water out of a Spring. Tis an eaſie thing to be 00 
wicked; Hell will be taken without Storm; but 
Matter of Religion muſt be learned. To cut the MW F* 
. Fleſh is eaſie, bur to prick a Vein, and not cnt an *: 
Artery is hard. The Trade of Sin needs nit to ed 
| he learn'd, * the ns 15 . x 
i 2 "is 8 There yt © 
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muſt be ſo much 


Diltne Cantentment. 
There are two preg grant..Reaſons, why there 

b Study and Bxercitation: 
1, Becauſe ſpiritual Things are again# Nature. 


Every Thing in Religion is Antipodes ro Nature. 
There are in Religion two Things, Credenda & 
Facienda ; and both are againſt Nature: 1. Crc- 
denda, Matters of Faith, As for a Man to be 
juſtified: by the 1 of another, to be- 
come a Fool that h 
loſing all; chis is againſt Nature. 2. Facienda, - 
Matters of Practice: As, 1. Self-denial ; for a 
Man to deny his ow 7:/dom, and ſee himſelf 
blind; bis own Mil, and have it melted into the 
Will of Gad; plucking out the right Eye, behead- 
ing and crucifying that Sin which is the Favourite, 
and lies neareſt to the Heart: For a Man to be 
dead to the World, and in the midſt of Wanc 
to abound; for him to rake up the Croſs, and 
follow Chriſt, not only in golden, but bloody 
Paths; to embrace Religion when it's dreſs d in 
its Night- cloaths, all the Jewels of Honcur and 


e may be wiſe, to ſave all by 


Preferment being pull d off; this is againſt Nature, 


and therefore mutt be learned. 2. Se eπν,ẽ 


tion, for a Man to take his Hcart (as a Wareh all 


in pieces, to ſer up a ſpiritual Inquiſition, or Corr: | 
of Conſcience, and traverſe Things in his own - 
daul: to take Dauid's Candle and Lantern, BV“. 


119. 105. and ſeai ch for Sin; nay, as Judge o 


his is againſt Nature, and will not eafily be attain- 
ed. o withcur Learning. 3. Se Frefor mation, to 


lee a Man, as Caleb, of another Spixit, walking 


| 


palF the Sentence upon himleif, 2 Som. 24-17. 


Antipodes to himſcif, the Current of bis I. ife al- 
rered, and running into the Channel of Religion, 
ow . this-4 


9 
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caſt our Nature, than 


| 7. no 


which are in a 


and Reaſon. The Angels in Heaven are ſearch} 


*  goyned himfelf to by Char iot, Acts 8. 29. God 


may read rhe Figure on the Dial, but he canon 


_ the Dial; we may read the Bible over, hut we can 


. 
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not skilled in rhefe things: Nature can no moe 
tan can caſt out Satan. 
2. Becauſe ſpiritual Things are above Nature. 
There are ſome Things in Nature that are hard 
to find our, as the Cauſes of Things, which are 
or learned without Study. Ariſtorle, a great 
Philoſopher (whom ſome have called an Eagle 
fallen from the Clouds) yer could not find out 
the Motion of the River Euri pus, therefore threu 
himſelf into it. What then are Divine Things 
Sphere above Nature, and beyond 
all Humane Diſquiſition? as the Trinity, the} 
Hypoſtatical Union, the Myftery of Faith, toj 
believe againſt Hope; only God's Spirit can light} 
our Candle here. The Apoſtle calls theſe 2h 
deep Things of God, 1 Cor. 2. 10. The Goſpel i 
of Jewels, bur they are lock d up from Senſe 


ing into theſe ſacred Depr 

_ Uſe. Let ns beg the Spirit of God to teach us; 
we muſt be divinitus edocti: The Eunuch could] 
read, but he could nor underſtand, till Phili 


hs, 1 Per. 1. 12. 


Spirit muſt joyn himſelf ro our Chariot; H. 
muſt reach, or we cannot learn: AI thy Children 


ſpat be 17 wg of the Lord, Iſai. 54 13. A Mat 
tell how the Day goes, unlefs the Sun ſhine up! 


not learn to purpoſe, till the Spirit of God fint 
| "> ne 
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— Divine Contentment. 
into our Hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6. Oh, implore this 
blefſed Spirir, it is God's Prerogarive Royal to 
teach: I am the Lord thy God that teacheth thee 
to profit, Iſa. 48. 17. Miniſters may tell us our 
Leſſon, God only can teach us: We have loft both 
our Hearing and Eye- ſight, therefore are very un · 
fir to learn. Ever ſince Eve liſtened to the Set- 
pent we have been deaf; and ſince ſhe looked 
on the Tree of Knowledge, we have been blind; 
but when God comes to teach, he removes theſe 
Impediments, Ia. 35. 3. We are naturally 
dead, Eph. 2. i. Who will go about to teach a. 
dead ? Yet behold, God undertakes ro 
make dead Men to underſtand Mifteries ! God is 
the grand Teacher. This is the Reaſon the 
Word preach d works ſo indifferently upon Men; 
two in a Pew, the one is wrought 
ally, the other lies at rhe Ordinances as a dead 


11 


Child at the Breaft , and gets no Nouriſhment. 


What is the Reaſon 7” becauſe the heavenly Gale 


of the Spirit blows upon one, and not upon the 


other: One hath the anointing.of God, which teacb- 


IC.” 


— 


upon effectu - 


+ him all things, 1 John 2. 27. the other bath | | ra 
it nor, God's Spirir peaks (weerly , bur irreſi ai 


ſtably. In that heavenly Doxology, none could WW 
fing the new Song, bur thoſe who were ſealed inn 
obates couſd nl 


their Foreheads, Revel. 14.2. Re 
not ſing it. Thoſe that are skilful inthe Myſte- 
ries of Salvation, muſt have the Seal of the Spi- 
it u 


bave a Promiſe which may add Wings to 
Prayer; If ye then, being Evil, know how to give 


them. Let us make this our Prayer, 
Lord, breath thy Spirit into thy Mrd: and we 


good Gifts to your Children ; how much more-ſhall 


— 
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yo heavenly Father zi ve by Spirit to chem that 4 
im ? 


Luke 11. 13. | 3 
And thus much of the Firſt Part of the Text, 
The Scholar, which 1 intended only as a ſhort Gloſs 


or Paraphraſe. 


— 
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bs ſecond Branch of the Text, The 


Leiten jel, with the Propoſition 


II. 1 Come now to the Second, which is the 
1 main thing, The Leſſon it ſelf; In what- 
ever State Lam, therewith to be content. 

Here was a rare Piece of Learning indeed, and 


Wo cefrainly more to be wondred ar in St. Paul, that 


be knew how to turn himſelf ro every Condition, 


chan all che Learning in the World beſides, which 


hath been ſo applauded in former Ages by Julius 
Ceſar, Ptolemy, Xenophon, . great Admirers of 


= Learning. 


The Text hath bur few Words-in ir In every 


State content; bur if that be true which one Ful- 


gentius laid, That the moſt golden Sentence is 
ever meaſured by Brevity and Suavity, then this 
is a moſt accompliſhed Speech; here is Magnum 
zu Parva. The Text is like a precious jewel, 
little in Quantity, but great in Worth and Value. 

The main Propobrion I ſhall infift upon, is this: 


\ That 4 gracious Spirit j a contented Spirit. The 


Doctrine of Cortemtment is very ſuperlatixeʒ 1 


- 
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Divine Contentment. py. u 


till we have learned this, we have not learned ti | 
be Chriſtians. | "S002 

1. Ir is an hard Leſſon. The Angels. in Hea- 
ven had not learn d it; they were nor contented ; 
Though their Eſtate was very glorious, yet they 
were Rtill ſoaring alofr, and aiming at lomething 
higher: Jude ver, 6. The Angels which kept not 
their firſt Eſtate, They kept not their Eftare be - 
cauſe they · were nor contented with their Eſtate. 
Oar firſt Parents cloarh'd with the white Robe - 
of Innocency in Paradiſe, had not learned to be 
Content; they had aſpiring Hearts, and thinking 
their Humane Nature too low and home. ſpun, 
would be crowned with the Deiry , and be as 
Gods, Gen. 3.5. Tho they had the choice of all - 
the Trees in the Garden, yet none would content ü 
them, but the Tee ef Knowledge, which they ſup- 
poſed would have been as Eye-ſalve, to have 
made them Omniſcient. Oh then, if this Leſſun 
were ſo hard to learn in Innecency , how hard 
ſhall we find it, who are clogged with Corrup- 
tion? „ 5K 3 

2 It is of Tyre rent, it concerns all: 
1. It concerns Rich Mili: One would think it 
needleſs to prels thoſe d Contentment, hom 
God hath bleſſed with great Eſtates, but rather 
perſwade them to be Humble and Thankful; _ 
Nay, bur I ſay, Be Centent. Rich Men bave 
their Diſcontents as well as others: As appears, WM 
1. When they have a great Eſtate, yer they are 
diſcontemed that they have no more; they would «RB 
make the hundred Talents a thouſand. A Mn 
n Wine, the more he drinks, the more he thtſts: 
Coverage s 2 dry Dropſie; an carthly Heart 
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is like rhe Grace, that is never ſatisfied, Prov. 
30. 16. cherefore [ ſay to you rich Men, Be con- 
tent 


2. Rich Men if we may ſuppoſe them to be Lil 

content with their Eſtates (which ia very ſeldom ;) 28 

yet, though they have Eſtate enough, they have Ml ©" 

not Honour enough : if their Barzs are full e- che 
nough, yet their Turrets are not high enough, Are 
They would be Some-body in the World, as be 
FT'bendat, who boaſted himſelf to be Some - body, che 
Acts 5. 36. they never go ſo chearfully as when E- 
the Wind of Honour and Applauſe fills their di 
Sails; if this Wind be down, they are diſcon- de. 


tented. One would think Haman had as much 
gas his proud Heart could deſire; he was ſer above N 
dal che Princes, advanced upon the Pinacle of B 
Honour to be the ſecond Man in the Kingdom, . 
Eb. 3. 1. yet in the midſt of all his Pomp, be- (c 
= * canſe Mordecai would not Uncover and Kneel, * 
W he is diſcontented, ver. 2. and full of Wrath, a 
ver. 5. and there is no way to aſſwage this Pleu- I 
riße of Revenge, but by letting all the Jews e 
Blood, and offering them up in Sacrifice, The J 
Itch of Honour is ſeldom allayed without Blood . 
= therefore I (ay to you rich Men, Br content. : 
23. Rich Men, if we may ſuppoſe them to be 
content with their Honour and magnificent Ti- f 
tles; yet they have not always Contentment in | 
their Relations. She that lies in the Boſom, may . 
ſometimes blow che Coals, as Jobs Wife, who 
in a Pet would have him fall out with God him- 
ſelf Curſe Gad and die. Sometimes Children 
- cauſe, Diſcontent; how off is it ſeen that the 
Mother's Milk doth nouriſh a Viper > and he that 
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once ſucked her Breaft, goes about to ſuck her 
Blood ? Parents do often of Grapes gather Thorns, 
and of N Children are Sweet-briar. 
Like rhe Roſe, which is a fragrant Flower ; bur, 
l fairb, it hath irs Prickles. Our Rela- 
tive Comforts are nor all Wine, but mixed ; 
they have in them more gs than Spirits, and 
tre like that River Pluarch ſpeaks of, where 
te Waters in the _— run ſweet, put in 
the Evening run bitter. We have no Charter of 

WH Exemption granted us in this Life; therefore 
rich Men had need to be called upon to be con- 
Wo rented. 1 25 " i 
| 2. The Doctrine of Contentment concerns poor 
Men. You that do ſuck fo liberally from the 
Breaſts Providence, Be content; it is an hard 
Leſſon, rherefore it had need be ſer upon che 
ſooner. How hard is it when the Livelihood - 

is even gone, a great Eſtate boiled away al- 
moſt to nothing, then to be content? The 
Means of Subſiſtence is in Scripture called aur, 

Life, becauſe ir is the very Sinews of Life. The 
Woman in the Goſpel ſpent all her Living upon WM 

the Phyſicians , Luke 8. 43. in the Gree T% a 

Tay 7d» g, She ſpent her whole Life upon tbe i 
Phyficians, becauſe ſhe ſpenr her Means by which 
ſhe ſhould live. "Tis much when Poverty hath MW 
dipped her Wings, then to be content: bur Diſi- 
cilia pulehra; though hard, it is excellent ; and 
the Apoſtle here had learnt in every State to be con- 
8 _ bi 

Sold had brought St. Paul to as great Variery © 
of Conditions, js cot read of 2 5 
I ;etr he was content; elſe ſure he could never have 
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gone through ir with ſo much Chearfalneſs, See 
into what Viciflirudes this bleſſed Apoſtle was 
caſt: Nie are troubled on every ſide, 2 Cor. 4. 8. 
there was the Sadnefi of his Condition; but not 
Diſtreſſed, there was his: Content in that Condi- 
tion; We are Per plexed, there is his Aſlict ion; 
but not in D: pair, there is his Contentation. And 
if we read a little further, I» Allictiont, in Neceſ- 
fities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Impriſonments, 
in Tumult, &c. 2 Cor. 6. 4. there is his Trouble: 
And behold his Content, Verſe 10. As having no- of 
_ thing, yet poſſeſſing all things, When the Apo- 85 

le was driven our of all, yet in regard of that 


eer Contentment of Mind (which was like ed 

Muſick in his Soul) he poſſeſſed all. We read a Iſh}... 

= ſhort Map or Hiſtory of his Sufferings, 2 Cor..11. Wc 
323.24, 25- In Priſons more frequent,” in Death Nun 
C., &c. Yer behold the bleſſed Frame and Tem- at! 
per of his Spirit, I have learned in whatſoever State IM but 
E TI am, therewith to he content. Fea 


Which way ſoever Providence did blow, he had 
ſuch heavenly Skill and Dexterity, that he knew IH. 
bo ro ſteer his Courſe. For his put ward Eſtate Ned 
he was indifferent; he could be either on the rop- ill - - 
of Jacobs Ladder, or the bottom; he could ſing pee 
eicher Placentia, ar Lachryme, the Dirge or che 
Anthem; he could be any thing that God would of 
have him: I know bow to want, how to abound; cao 
Here is a rare Pattern for us to imitate! · Paul in Wer: 
regard of his Faith and Courage, was like a Ce- 
dar, he could not be ſtirred : but for his ourward 
Condition. he was like a Nea, bending every way 
With the Wind of Providence. When a proſperous 
Sat did blow upon him, he ceuld bend wi ht, £ 
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ow how to be full: ard when a boiſtrous Guſt 
of Affliction did blow, he could bend in Humi- 
liry with that; 1 ow how eo be hungry. Idi Pan 
was (as Ariſtotle (peaks) like a Die, that hab 
four Squares ; throw it which way you will, it 
falls upon a Bottom: Let God throw the - 
ſtle which way he would, he fell upon this Bo- 
tom of Contentment. A contented Spirit is like 
a Watch, though you carry it up and down with 
you, yet rhe Spring of it is not ſhaken, nor the 
Wheels our of order , bur the Watch keeps its 
perfect Motion: So ir was with St. Paul, though 
God had carried him into various Conditions, yet 
he was not lift up with the one, nor caſt down |} 
with the other. Thes ring of his Heart was not 
broken, the eels of his Aﬀections were not 
diſordered, bar kept their conſtant Motion to- 
wards Heaven; Stil Content. The Ship that lies 
at Anchor, may ſometimes be a little ſhaken, 
but never ſinks: Fleſh and Blood may have its 
Fears and Diſquiets, but Grace dorh check them: 
A Chriſtian having caſt Anchor in Heaven, bis 
Heart never ſinks; a.gracious Spirit is a content= 
ed Spirit. | | = 
This is a rare Art, Paul did not learn it at the 
Feer of Gamaliel. I am inſtructed, Ver. 12. Fam 
initiated into this holy Myſtery, I bave the Knack 
of it; God muſt make us right Artiſts. If xe 
ſhould pur ſome Men to an Art that they were nor 
skill d in, how unfit would: they be for it? put an 
Husband - man to Limning or Drawing Pictures, WM 
what ſtrange Work would he make ? this is our 
Pe his Sphere. Take a Limner, that is exact in ü 
; . {4ying of Colours, and put him to Plongh, or ſer 
[ | 
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him to Planting and Grafting of Trees, this is not 
his Art, he is not skill d in it: Bid a natural Man 
live by Faith, and when all Things go croſs, Be 
conti ented; you bid him do thar he hath no Skill 
in; you may as well bid a Child guide the Stern 
of a Ship: To live contented upon God in the 
Deficiency of ourward Comforts, is an Art which 
Fleſh and Blood hath not learned; nay, many of 
God's own Children, who excel in ſome Duties 
of Religion, when they obme to this of Content- 
ment, how do they bungle ? they have ſcarce 
cammenced Maſters of this Art. = 


1 


" **. 


Tb, Reſolving of ſome Queſtions. 


Kor the Illuſtration of this Doctrine, I ſhall pro- e 
pound theſe Queſtions : 185 
Queſt. 1. Whether a Chriſtian may not be en-. 
| fible of his Condition, and yer be contented 8 * 
Anſw. Yes; For elſe he is nor a Saint; but a 
Stoick. Rachel did well to weep for her Children, * 
(there was Nature; ) but her Fault was, ſue refuſed W*** 
do be comforted (there was Diſcontent.) Chriſt W** 
': himſelf was ſenſible when he ſwear great Drops of 8. 
* Blood, and ſaid, Father, if it be poſſible, let thu WM” 
Cup p1ſi from me, Matth. 26. 39. yet he was con- 85 
tented, and ſweetly ſubmitted his Will: Næverrhe- 
leſi, not as I will, but 4 thou wilt. The Apoſtie Sei 
bids us bumble our ſelves under the mighty Hand af 
God, 2 Per. 5.6. which we cannot do, unleſs we 
are ſenſible of ir. | | Queſt. 


* 
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Queſt, 2. Whether a Chriſtian may not lay open 
his Grievances to God, and yet be contented ? 
Anſw, Yes: Unto thee bave I opened my Cauſe, 
Jer. 20. 12. and David poured out by Complaint be- 
ore the Lord, Pal. 142.2. We may cry to God, 
and defire him ro write down all our Injuries ; 
Shall not the Child complain to his Father > When 
any Zurthen is upon the Spirit, Prayer gives vent, 
it eaſeth the Heart: Hannah's Spirit was burden- 
d, Tam (ſays ſhe) a Noman of a troubled Spirit, 
1 Sam. 1. 18. Now having prayed and 7. my 
he went away, and was no more ſad ; only, 
here is the difference between an holy Com pla int, 
and a diſcontented Complaint; in the one we 
"= on #0 God, in the other we complain of 
Queſt. 3. Whar is it properly that Contentment 
doth exclude ? . | 
Anſw. There are three Things which Content- 
nent doth baniſh out of its Dioceſs, and can by 
no means conſiſt with it: 3 
1. It excludes a veæatious Repining, this is pro- 
perly the * of Diſcontent: I mourn in my 
Complaint, Pſalm 55. 2. be doth not ſay, I mur- 
mur in my Complaint. Murmuring is no better 
than Matiny in the Heart; it is a rifing up a- 
gainſt God. When the Sea is rough and unqujer, 
it caſts forth nothing but Foam; when the Heart 
is diſcontented, it caſts forth the Foam of An- 
ger, Impatience, and ſometimes little better than 
Blaſphewy. Murmuring is nothing elle but the 
dum which boils off from a diſcontented Heart. 
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2. It excludes an uneven Diſcompoſure: When 
a Man faith, I am in ſuch Straits, that I know 
not how ro-evolve or get out, I ſhall be undone. 
Head and Heart are ſo taken up, that a Man 1s 
not fit to pray, or meditate; Sc. he is not him- 
ſelf: juſt as when an Army is routed, one Man ple 
runs this way, and another rhar, the Army is put I and 
into Diſorder: So a Man's Thoughts run up and 


down diſtracted. Diſcontent doch diftacare and I er 
unjoynt the Soul, ir pulls off the Wheels. con 


3. Ir exclades a childiſh O pn ne; and this Wl 3:6 
is ufually conſequent upon the other. A Man 
being in an hurry of Mind, not knowing which 
way to extricate or wind himſelf out of the pre- iy 
ſent Trouble, begins ſuccumbere oneri, to faint ¶ che 
and fink under it. For Care is to the Mind as a 
Burden to the Back, it loads the Spirits, and with Re: 
overloading finks them. A deſpondent Spir is ¶ ed 
2 diſcontented Spirit. T 5 85 
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Shewing the Nature of Content ment. ** 


Hing anſwer d theſe Queſtions, I ſhall in the I © 
next Place come to deſcribe this 4urzzpxe:a,or i in 


1 87 | | | : 
1 r of Spirit, whereby a Chri- v 
ſtian carries himſelf in an equal Poize in eveſy C 
in 
tt 


Condition. The Nature of this will appear mot 
1. Con- 


clear in theſe three Aphoriſms: 


. WY, „ {© -6av wn a. 


2? 


 Divins Contentment. | 
1. Contentment is a Divine Thing; it becomes 


urs nor by Acquiſition, bur Infuſion, ir is a Slip 
aken off from the Tree of Life, and planted by 


the Spirit of God in the Soul; it is a Fruit chat 
grows not in the Garden of Phyloſophy, bur is of 
an heavenly Birth: Ir is therefore very obferva- 


ble, that Contentment is joyned with Godline /i, 
and goes in Enquipa ge; But Godlineſi with Con- 
tent ment #3 Great Gain, 1 Tim. 6. 6. Content- 
ment being a Conſequent of God lineſs, or Con- 
comitant, or both: I call it Oi vine, to contra- 
diſtinguiſh it to that Contentment which a Mo- 
tal Man may arrive at. Heathens have ſeemed 
to have this Cantemment, but it was the on- 
ly Shadow and Picture of it, the Beryl, not 
the true Dia mom: rheirs was but civil, this 
is ſacred : theirs was only from Principles of 
Reaſon, this of Religion: . theirs was only :lighr- 
ed at Nature's Lorch, this at the Lamp of 
Scripture. Reaſon may a little teach Canent- 
ment; as thus, Whatever my Condition be, 


chis is that I am born to, and if I meet wrNn | | 


Croſſes, it is but a Catholick Miſery ; all charter 
their Share, why therefore ſhould I be tronbled > 
Reaſon may ſuggeſt this; and indeed, rbis may 
be rather Con(trazne, than Content; but to live ſe- 


cure ly and chearfully upon God in the Abaement 


of Crearure-ſupplies, Religion only can bring this 
into the Soul's Exchequer. ee BL WOES ot 
2. Contentment is an Intrinſical Thing, it lies 


within a Man; not in the Bark, bur the Roor, = 


Contentment hat h both irs Fountairrand Stream 
in the Soul. The Beam hath not irs Light from 
the Air: The Beams of Comfort which a con. 
En | | Di rented 


- 


- 
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ure willing to part with it; for it is locked up 


tented Man hath, do not ariſe Exrrinſece, from 
foreign Comforts, but from within. As Sorrow 
s ſeared in the Spirit; The Heart knows its own 
Grief, Prov. 14. 10. ſo Contentment lies within 
the Soul, and doth not depend upon External. 
Hence I gather, that ourward Troubles cannot 


hinder this bleſſed Contentment; it is a ſpiritual I Bet 
Thing, and ariſeth from ſpiritual Grounds, vz. J fta 
The Apprehenſion of Gad's Love. When there is a i S0 
Tempeſt without, there may be Muſick within: 
2 Bee may ſting through the Skin, but it cannot 
ſting to the Heart: Ourward Afflictions cannot 
fting to the Heart, where Contentment lies: 
Thieves may plunder us of our Money and Plate, 7 


but not of this Pearl of Contentment, unleſs we 


in the Cabinet of the Henre, The Soul which is 
ſed with rhis:rich Treaſure of Contentment, 
is like Naah in the Ark, that can ſing in the midſt 
3. Contentment is an Habitua! Thing, it ſhines 
irn a fixed Light in the Firmament of the Sou. 1 
Fi Cockehtment dorb nor appear only now and then, if b. 
EL as fore Scars which are ſeen but ſeldom: It wa W = 
ſetled Femper of the Heart. One Action dot WW - 
not denominate; he is not (aid to be a liberal Man, | 
that gives Alms once in his Life; a covetous 4 
Man may do ſo; but he is ſaid to be liberal, that x 
tl 
tl 
0 
I 
d 


is given ta Liberality, Rom. 12. 13. that is, who 
upon all Ocraſions is willing to indulge the Ne- 
ceflicies of rhe Poor: ſo he is ſaid ro be a con- 
tented Man chat is given to Contentment, It is 
not caſual, but conſtant. Ariſtotle in his Rhetorick, 
diſtinguiſneth between Colours in rhe Face that 
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ariſe from Paſſien , and thoſe which ariſe from 
Complexion ; the pale Face may look red when 
it bluſherh, bur this is only a Paſſion : be is ſaid 
properly to be ruddy and ſanguine, who is con- 
{tancly ſo, it is his Complexion. He is not a con- 
tented Man, who is ſo upon an Occafion (and 
perhaps when he is pleaſed ; ) but who is ſo con- 
2 it is the Habit and Complexion of his 


* 


V 
Reaſons preſſing to Holy Content ment. 
Hung opened the Nature of Coutetten 
C0 


* 


r,T 
me next to lay down fome Reaſons or Ar. 9 


guments to Contentment, which may preponde- 
rate with us: | 2 


| The firſt is, God's Precept. Iris charged upan 


us as a Duty; Be content with ſuch Things 4 z0u " a 


have, Heb. 13. 5. The ſame God who hath bid us 
believe, bath bid vs be content ; if we obey nar, 
we run our ſelves into a ſpiritual Premunire. * 


God's Word is a ſufficient Warrant; it hath 4u- WM 


thority in it, and muſt be a Superſedeas, or ſacred 
Spell ro Diſcontent; Ipſe dixit, was enough a- 
mongſt Pic hageras his Scholars. Be it enacted, is 


the Royal Stile. God's Word muſt be the Star 1 


that guides, and his Will the Weight that moves 


our Obedience ; bis Fiat is a Law, and Bath 
Majeſty enough in it to captivate v8 into Obe- } 


dience; our Hcarts muſt not be nere unquier 
—— 


— — 
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&F dirion for us, and by his Providence ordered all 


* „ „ 


than the raging Sea, which at his Word is ſtill d, 
- Matth. 8. 26. 3 : 
_ © 2. The ſecond Reaſon inforcing Contentment, 
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is, God's Premiſe: For, He bath faid, I will never gin 


leave thes nor forſake thee, Heb. 13. 5. Where 


God hath engaged himſelf under Hand and Seal, 


for our neceſſary Proviſions. If a King ſhould ſay 
to one of his Subjects, I will take care for thee; 
BE as long as I have any Crown revenues, thou 
dall be provided for ; if thou art in Danger, 1 
WW Will ſecure thee; if in Want, I will ſapply thee; 
would not that Subject be content? Behold, God 
| hath here made a Promiſe to the Believer, and as 
= ir were entred into Bond for his Security, I will 
WO never leave thee ; Shall not this charm down the 
Devil of Diſcontent? Leave thy fatherleſs Chil- 


| ien with me, I will preſerve them alive, Jer, 49. 11. 
Mechinks I ſee the godly Man on his Dearh-bed 
. much diſcontented, and hear him complaining, 


W What will besome of my Wife and Children 
mm when I am dead and gone? they may come to 
11 . Saich God, Trouble nor thy ſelf, be 
content, | will take care of thy Children; and, 
Let thy Widow truft in me. God hath made a 
Promiſe ro us, that be will not leave us, and hath 
. entaiF'd the Promiſe upon our Wives and Chil- 
dren, and will not this ſatisfie > True Faith will 
take God's fingle Bond without calling for Wit- 


neſſes. | | 
3. Be contented, by Vertue of a Decree, What- 

ever aur Condition be, God, the great Umpi 
of the World, hath 4b .cterno decreed that Co 


Appurrenances thereumo. Let a Chriſtian often 


/ 


\ 


think 
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13 with himſelf, who hath plac'd-me here ; 


ether I am in a higher Sphere, or in a lower? 
Chance or Fortune, (as the purblind Heathens 
gin d) no, it is the wiſe God, that hath by his 
dvidence fix d me in this Orb: We muſt a ct 


h a one hath occa ſion d this ro me; lock rot 
much at the under Wheel, We read in Exe- 
[of a Wheel within a Heel, Ezek. 1. 16. God's 

ee is the Cauſe of the turning of the Wheels, 
d his Providence 1s the inner Wheel that moves 
che reſt. God's Providence is that Helm which 
ns about the whole Ship of the Univerſe. 
y then as A I was ſilent, becauſe theu, 
d, didft it, | 
hich is nothing Elſe bur the carrying on of his 

ee) ſhould be a Superſedea and Counter- 
iſon againſt Diſcontent; God hath ſet us in our 
arion; and he hath done it in Wiſdom. _ 
We fancy ſuch a Condition of Life gedd for 
whereas ff we were our own Carvers We 
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dn after was burnt with Fire. Rachel was ve- 
deſirous of Children, Give me Children, or I 


s Hes FF -- = FF” ww —_»_ Wwre&# we vS g—_— = 


mael, O that Iſhmae! may live before thee 7 
en. 17. 18. but he had little Comfort either of 


and againſt bim. The 5 u ept for 
kriſt's leaving the World, they choſe his corpo 
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xt Scene which God will have us; ſay not, 


ſalm 39. 9. God's Providence 


puld often cut the worſt Piece. Loe being pur 
his choice, d id chuſe Sodom, Gen. 1 3. 10, Which 


„Gen. 30. 1. and it coſt her her Life in bring- 
forth a Child. Abraham was earneſt for 


m, or his Seed; he was born a Son of Strife, His - 
and was againit every Man, and every Man's 


Preſence, whereas it was beſt for them thar 
on þ C hr:it 


2 *.. 3 2 x 
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Chriſt ſhould be gone; for el/e the Comforter wo 
not come, John 16. 7. David choſe the Life. 


26 


his Child, be wepe and faſted for it, 2 Sam. 12.10? 
| whereas if the Child had lived, ir would hade 
been a perpetual Monument of his Shame. V = 
ſtand oft in our own Light; if we ſhould forr, >" 
pareel our our own Comforts, we ſhould hit up ile ( 
Ys wrong. Is it nor well for the Child, that | biet 
Parent doth chuſe for it? Were ir left to ir ſei 
it would perhaps chuſe a Knife ro gut its on 
Fingers. A Man in a Paroxyſm calls for Win b 


which if he had were little better than Poiſon 
tis well for the Patient, that he is at he Phyi 
cr̃an's Appointment. 
The Conſideration of a Decree determinin 
and a Providence diſpoſing all Things that fall a 
ſhoald work our Heams ro holy Contentmes 
- "The wiſe God hath order d our Condition; if | 
ſees it better for us to abound, we ſhall abouni 
If he ſees ir better for us to want, we ſhall war 
be content to be at God's Diſpoſe. 
God ſees in his infinite Wiſdom, the ſame Ct 
dition is not convenient for all; that which 
good for one, may be bad for anotber: one Se 
Po of Weather will not ſerve all Mens Occ 
ions; one needs Sun-ſhine, another Rain: 0 
Condition of Life will nor fic every Man, no ma 
than one Suit of Apparel will fit every Body: 
fperity is not fit for all, nor yet Adverfity. 
one Man be brought low, perhaps he can be 
k better; he hath a greater Stock of Grace, m 
Faith and Patience; he can gather Grape 
Thorns, pick ſome Comfort out of the Crab, 1 
_ Fery one cannot go this. Ancther Man is ca.” 
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: perhaps it is a Place requires more Parts and 
dgment, which every one is not capable of 3 
rrhaps he can uſe his Eſtate better, he hath a 


iſe God ſees that Condition to be bad for one 
hich is good for another: hence ir is he placeth 
ea in different Orbs and Spheres ; ſome higher, 
me lower: one Man defires Heaith, God ſees Sick- 
ß better for him; God will work Health out of 
ckneſs, by bringing the Body ef Death into a Con- 
mption. Another Man deſires Liberty, God fees 
eſtraint᷑ better for him; he will work his Liberty 
y Reſtraint; when his Feet are bound, his Heart 


hich is enacted by a Decree, and ordered by 2 
rovidence ? Is this to be a Child, or a Rebel > 


3 % 


C HA. VIII. 


make his Life comfortable. 


* 


blick Heart as well as a publick Place. The 


tall be moſt enlarged. Did we believe this, ir 
ould give check to the finful Diſpures and Ca- 
ils of our Hearts: Shall I be diſcontented at that 


ſe x. Shewing how « Chriſtian may 


ſe 1. II ſhews us how a Chriftian may come 
ro lead a comfortable Life, even an 
eaven upon Earth, be the Times what they 
ul ; viz. by Chriſtian Contentment , Prov. 15. 
13. The Comfort of Life doth nor ſtand in ha- 
ving much; I;'s Chriſt's Maxim, Man's Life can 
; 882 Meth 


"A n 


an eminent Place of Dignity ; he is fitter for 


- 
| # 
” 


| feeding on the Dew, or ſacking from a Flower, 


| Barns filled, but our Minds quiet. The con. 


of Diſcontent will imbitter and poy ſon all. Com. 


ing wen the Sinew upon the Hollow of hi 


T1 
fiſteth not in the abundance of the Thbigs which he 


doth poſſeſs, Luke 12. 15. but it is in being con. 
rented. Is not the Bee as well contented with 


as the Ox that grazeth ori the Mountains? Con- 
tent ment lies within a Man, in the Heart? and 
the Way to be comfortable, is not by having our 


rented Man (ſaith Seneca) is the happy Man; 
Diſcontent is a fretting Humour which dries the 
Brains, waſtes the Spirirs, corrodes and eats out 
the Comfort of Life. Diſcontent makes a Man 
that be doth not enjoy what he doth poſſeſs. A 
Drop or two of Vinegar will ſour a whole Glaſs 
of Wine. Let a Man have the AMuence and 
Confluence of worldly Comforts, a Drop or two 


fort depends upon Contentment ; Facob went halt. 


Thigh ſhrank ; ſo, when the Sinew of Content 
ment begins to ſhrink, we go halting in our Com 
forts. Contentation is as neceſſary to keep tht 
Life comfortable, as Oil is neceſſary to keep tht 
Lamp burning; the Clouds of Diſcontent di 
ofren drop the Shawers of Tears. Would w 
have Comfort in our Lives ? we may have iti 
we will. A Chriſtian may carve out what Cor 
dition be will ro himfelf, Why doſt thou com- 
plain of thy Iroubles ? It is not Trouble that 
rroables, bur Diſcontent; it is not the Water 
without the Ship, bur the Water that gets will 
in the Leak which drowns it; it is not outward 


Affliction that can make the Lite of a Chriſtian Th: 


ſad; a contented Mind would fail above ches 


— 
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n. NW/aters: Bat when there is a Leak of Diſcon- 
Wen open, and Trouble gets into the Heart, then 
„reis E ſinks. Do therefore as the 
n. lariners, pump the Water our, and ſtop this ſpi- 
d icual Leak in thy Soul, and no Trouble can hurt 
hee. | | 


© C4 Ib 
0 ſe 2. A Check to the diſcontented 
MM Chriſtian, e 


ße 2. Hkre is a juſt Reproof to ſuch as are 
1 diſcontented with their Condition: 
his Diſeaſe is almoſt Epidemical. Some not 
ontent with their Callings which God hath ſet 
hem in,muſt be a Srep higher, from the Plough 
o the Throne; who like the Spider in che Proverbs, 
ill take hold with their Hands, and be in Kings 
palaces, Prov. 30. 28. Others from the Shop ro 
e Pulpit, Numb. 12. 2. they would be in the 
Temple of Honour, before they ate in the Tem- 
ple of Vertue ; who ſtep into Meſe:'s. Chair, with- 
but Aaron's Bells and Pomegranates; like Apes, 
rhich do. moſt ſhew their Deformiry when they 
re climbing. Is it not enough that God hath 
deſtowed Gifts upon Men in private to edifie, 
hat he hath enriched them with many Mercies ; 
ot, ſeek ebey the Prieftbaed alſo? Numb. 16. 9. 
bat is this but Diſcontent ariſing from high- 
oun Pride > Theſe do ſecretly tax the Wiſdom 
f God, chat he hath not ſcrewed them up in 
C 2 their 
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their Condition a Peg higher: Tentat Superhi 


Life beſt; another a City Life, as the Poet el 


Z 
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and the Merchant to be a Soldier. Men can be 


them. We may cry our with the ſame Poet, 


_ Ekriftians have learn d St. Paul's Leſſon ; neithet 


| this Light offends them. In the midſt of Want 


— 


— — — 


ut frangat : Every Man is complaining, that hi 
Eſtate is no better; Sug quemque conditions pen 
tet: One Man commends this kind of Life, ant 
ther commends that; one Man thinks a Count 


gantly expreſſeth it: 


O Ffortunati Mercatores, gravy Annu 
Miles ait, multo um fractus Membra Laboe; 
Contra Mercator navim jactantibus Auſtris, hl 
Militia eſt potior, quid enim concurritur hvr.e Wl 
Memento cita Mors denit, aut Victoria * 
or: 


The Soldier thinks it beſt to be a Merchart 


content to be any thing, but what God will han 


Qui fit Mecenas, ut nemo quam ſibi ſortem, 
Seuratio dederit, ſeu ſors objecerit, illa 
Contentus vi vat? laudet diverſa ſequentes ? 

f 5 Her. 1. Satht 


Hov is it that no Man is contented ? Very few 


Poor gor Rich know how to be content, they can 


learn any thing bur this. 

1. If Men are poor, they leasn to be, 1. E ba- 
vont; they malign rhoſe that are above them 6c; 
another's Proſperity is an Eye- ſore. When God H. 
Candle ſhines upon their Neighbours Tabernacle, WF. 


tn lt; a 
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en can (in this Senſe) abound ; viz. in Envy 
nd Malice: An envious Eye, is an evil Eye. 
They learn to be querelous, ſtill complaining, 
& if God had dealt hardly with them; they are 
ver telling of their Wants, they want this and 
at 3 ; whereas their greateſt Want is a 
ontented Spirit. Thoſe that are well enough con- 
ent with their Sins, yet are not content with their 
onditien. | | | e 
2. If Men are rich, they learn to be Coverons ; 
hirſting inſatiably after the World, and by any 
juſt Means ſcraping it together; their right 
land us full of Bribes, as the Pſalmiſt 32 j 
t, F[:.1.26. 10. Put a good Cauſe in one Seale, 
nd a Piece of Gold in the other, and the Gold 
veighs heavieſt. There are (ſaith Solomon) four 
hings that ſay, It H not enough, Prov. 30. 15. 1 
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nay add a fifth, viz. the Heart of à coveteus Mau. 
So that neither Poor nor Rich know how to be 
2ontent, FL NE 
Never certainly fince the Creation did this Sin 
Diſcontent reign, or rather rage, more than in 
our Times; never was God more diſhonoured ; 
you can hardly ſpeak with any, but the Paſſion 
of his Tongue berrays the Diſcontent of his Heart: 
every one liſps out his Trouble, and here even 
the — Taggue ſpeaks too freely and 
ruently. | 
If we have not whar we deſire, God ſhall not 
have a good Look from. us, but preſently we are 
"= lick of Diſcontent; and ready to die out of an 


or their Luſts, they bid him rake theit Lives; 
bey muſt have Quails to their Manna. 4hab if 
1 „ though - 


Humour. If God will nor forgive the People of gx 


me Children, or I die; the had many Bleflings, | 


would but render them more Ridiculous. 


Uſe 3. II exhorts to labour for Contentation 


V, doth fer him cf in the Eyes of the World. 


The Art of 
though a King (and one would think his Crow 
lands had been ſufficient for him, yet) is ſulle 
and diſcontented for N:beth's Vineyard. Jon 
though a good Man and a Prophet, yer ready n 
die in a Pet, Jonah 4. 8. and becauſe God kill 
his Gourd, Kill me roo, ſaich he. Rache/, Gin 


32 


the could have ſeen them, but wanted this, 
Conteut ation. God will ſupply our Mans, but mul 
he ſarisfie our Laſt too ? Many are diſcontente 
for a very Trifle; another hath a better Dre 
a richer Jewel, a newer Faſhion. Nero, not con 
tent with his Empire, was troubled that the Mn 
ficians had more Skill in Playing than he: Hoy 
fanraitick are ſome, that piae away in Diſconten 
for the want of thoſe Things, which if they had, 
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Uſe 3. A Swaſive to Contentment, WP" 


this is that which dorh beautifie and 
beſpangle a Chriſtian, and as a ſpiritua! Embroide- 


Ben methinks I hear ſome bitterly complain- 
ing, and ſaying to me, Alas, how is ir poſſible to 
be contented, the Lord-hath made my Cham bes- 
, Lam. 3. 7. he hath caſt me into a very fad 


Condiion. 80 
Anfr. Is 
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"Wl 4/v. There is no Sin, but labours either to 


de it ſelf under (come Mask; or if it cannot be 
pnceal'd, rten to vindicate it ſelf by ſome Apo- 
y. This Sin of Diſcontent I find very witty 
irs Apologies, which I ſhall firſt diſcover, and 
en make a Reply. We muſt lay it down for a 
ule, That Diicontent is a Sin, ſo that all che 
retences and Apologies where with it Iabours to 
aſtiſie ir ſelf, are but the Painting and Dreſſing of 
Strumpet. | 


1 Ser. 


n Fake Apology that Difcontent makes, an- 
1 /rerca, 17 


The firſt Apdlogy which Diſcontent makes, is 
nis: I have loſt a Child. Paulina, upon the loſs 
ff her Children, was ſo poſſi fled with a Spirit of 
Sadneſs, chat ſhe had like to have intomb'd herſelf 
n her own Diſcontent; our Love to Relation is 
frentimes more than our Love to Religion, 

Anſw. 1. We muſt be content, not only when 
od gives Mercies, but when he taketh them a- 
ay. If. we muſt in cvery thing give Thanks, 
I T"eſſ. 3. 18. then in nothing be diſconterted. 

2. Perhaps God uath ta ken away the Cern, a 
hat he may give you che more of the Spring; he . WM 
hath darkened the Stat- light, that yen may have 
more Sun-light. God intends you ſtall has -*ſM 
more of himſelf, and is ro: he becter than ren 
Sons? Look not fo much upon a temporal Lots, 
$45 a ſpiritual Gain; the Comforts of the World, I 

„ 3 
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run dregs ; thoſe which come our of the Grana 
of the Promiſe, are purer and ſweeter. re ha 
Your Child was not given, but lent. I haveWoſon 
faith Hannah, lent my Son to the Lord, 1 Sam. 
21. Shelenthim; the Lord had bur lent him ot tr 
her. Mercies are not entail'd upon us, but lem ut v 
what a Man lends, he may call for again whe 
he pleaſe. ' God hath put out a Child to thee 
while ro nurſe , wilt thou be diſpleaſed if h 
rakes his Cnild home again? O be nor diſcon 
rented, that a Mercy is taken away. from you e nc 
— rather be thank:ul, that it was lent you { 
ng. | 
- Suppoſe your Child be taken from 50 
either he was good or bad; if he was R-bell;ou 
you have not fo much parted with a Child, as 
Burden ; you grieve for that which might han 
been a greater Grief to you: if he was Religion 
then remember he is taken from the Evil to come 


n —— «4 * 
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Hai. 57. 1. and placed in his Center of Felicity * 
„This lower Region is full of groſs and hurtfiſ vec 
Vapours: How happy are thoſe who are moun tor 

ed into the celeſtial Orbs ! The Righteous 7: «if wa 

ken away; in the Original it is, he is gather thi 

a wicked Child is cut off, but the pious Child 5M rio 

gathered. Even as we ſee Men gather Flower th 

and candy them, and preſerve them by them hi 

Jo hath God gather d thy Child as a ſweet Flo C 

er, that he may candy it with Glory, and p ſt 

ſerye it by him for ever. Why then ſhould , h 

Cbriſtian be Diſcontented; why ſhould he We k 
exceſſirely? Daughters of Jeriſſalem, weep not al x 
me, but weep for yeur ſelves „Luke 23. 28, He 

F 


could we hear. our Children ſpeaking to us _ 
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eaven, they would ſay, Weep not for us who 
re happy, we lie upon a ſoft Pillow, even in the 
zoſom of Chriſt ; the Prince of Peace is embracing 
s, and kiſſing us with the Kiſſes of his Lips, be 
ot rroubled at our Preferment: ep not for un, 
hut weep for your ſelves, who are in a ſinful ſor- 
owful World; you are in the Valley of Tears, 
but we are on the Mountains of Spices ; we are 
zotten to our Harbour, bur you are ſtill toſſing 
pon the Waves of Inconſtancy. O Chriſtian, 
de not diſcontented that thou haſt parted with (ſuch 
a Child, but rather re joyce that thou hadſt ſuch 
a Child ro part with. Break forth into Thank - 
fulneſs. What an Honour is it to a Parent to be- 
get ſuch a Child, that while he lives increaſeth 
the Foy of the glorified Angels, Luke 15. 10. and 
when he dies, increaſeth the Number of the glori- 
fied Sainrs ? | 
5. If God hath taken away one of your Chil- 
dren, he hath left you more, he might have ſtrip- 
ped you of all. He rook away all Job's Com- 
torts, his Eſtate, his Children, and indeed his Wiſe 
was lefr, but as a Croſs. Saran made a Bow of 
cis Rib, (as Chry/o/torn (peaks) and ſhor a Tenta- 
tion by her ar 70h, thinking to have ſhor him to 
che Heart; Curſe God, and die: But Job had upon 
him the Breaſt-plate ef Integrity; and tho his 
Children were taken away, yet not his Graces i 
till he is content, ſt ill he ble fſeth God. O think 
== how many Mercies you ſtill enjoy; yet our baſe b 
Hearts are more diſcontemed at one Lofs, than 
wanxkful tor an hundred Merc ies. God hath pluck- 
ed one Bunch of Grapes from yon, bur how ma- 
= ny precious Cluſters are leſt behind??? Fa 


—— 
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Oßect. But it was my only Child, the Staff of 
my Age, the Seed of my Comfort, and the only 
Bloſſom out of which the Honour of an ancient 
Family did L 
Anſw. 1. God hath promiſed you (if you belong 
ro him) a Name, better than ff Sons and Dang - 
ters, Ia. 56. 5. Is he dead that ſhould have been 2. 
the Monument to have kept up the Name of eat 
Family ? God hath given you a new Name, bed 1 
bath u ritten your Name in the Book of Life; 
behold, your Spiritual Heraldry; here is a Name 
that cannot be cut off. 1 
2. Hath God taken away thine cn Child ? be 
th given thee: his only Sen; this is a happy Ex- 
change. What needs he complain of Loſſes that 
hach Chrift ? be is his Father's Brig henefs, Heb. 1, 
3. bis Riches, Col. 2. 9. his Delighr, Pſal. 42. 1.1s 
there enough in Chriſt ro delight the Heart of 
God; and is there not enough in him to raviſk us 
with holy Delight? Fie is Miſdem to teach us, 
R * to acquit us, Sanct iſicatien to 2 
dorn us, he is thar Roy al and Princely Gift; he 
is the Bread of Angels, the Joy and Triumph of 
Saints, he is all in all, Col. 3. 10. Why then art 
thou diſcontented ? tho thy Child be loft, ya 
thou haft. him for whom all things are loſe. | 
7. And laſtly, Ler as bluſſ to think that Nature 
ſnould ſeem to out. ſtrip Grace. Puinilins an Hea- 
then, when he was about to conlecrate a Temple 
iQ Jupiter, and News was brouęht to him of the 
Death of his Son, would ni defift from bis En- 
terprize, but with much Compoſed neſs of Mind, 
gave Older far kis decent Burial. Sees 
| N SEC. 
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Nt Su er. II. 

N The Second Apology anſwered. 

2. Apology that Diſconrent makes, is, I haye 2 
eat Part of my Eſtate ſtrangely melred away, 
cid Trading begins to fail. | | 


God is pleaſed ſometimes ro bring his Chil- 
ren very low, and cut them ſhort in their Eſtate, 
fares with them as with that Widow who bad 
othing in her Houſe fave 4 Pot Oil, 2 Kings 
2. bur be conrenr. 

1. God hath taken away your Eftate, but not 
our Portion. This is a ſacred Paradox. Ho- 
our and Eſtate are no part of a Chriftian's Joyn- 
re, they are rather Acceſſaries than Eſſentials ; 
nd are exrrinfical and foreign, therefore rhe 
oisofrheſe cannot denuminate a Man miſerable, 
till che Portion remains; The Lord is my Pertion, 
aith my Soul, Lam. 3. 24. Suppoſe one were 
orth a Million of Money, and he ſhould chance 
o loſe a Pin off his Sleeve, this is no part of his 
tare, nor can we ſay he is undone : the Loſs of 
Wublunary Comforts is not ſo much to a Chriſtian's 
portion, as the Loſs of a Pin is to a Million. Theſe 
hin gs ſhall be added to you, Matth. 6. 32. adjicien-- 
ur they ſhall be caſt in as an Overplus: when a 
Man buys a Piece of Cloth, he harh an Inchr or two. 

wen in to the Meaſure; now though be loſe his 
Inch of Cloth, yet he is not undone, for ſtill the 
hole Piece remains: our outward Eſtate is not 
O much in regard of che Portion, as an Iuch of 
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3 Soul had been loſt; outward Comſorts do ofte 
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Cloth is to the whole Piece? why then ſhould nd th 
Chriſtian be diſcontented, when the Tile to hie fu 


ſpiritual Treaſure remains > A Thief may tak l 
away all my Money that I have about me, bufirtle 
not my Land ; ſtill a Chriftian hath a Title to t He 
Land of Promiſe, Mary hath choſen the bette Jerbs 
Parr, which ſpal not be taken from her. be L 

2. Perhaps if thy Eſtate had not been loft, thy * 
els 


quence inward Heat. God cannot beſtow a Jew. io! 
el upon us, but we fall ſo in love with it, that we 
forget him that gave it; What Pity is it, that we 
ſhould commit Idolatry with the Creature? God 
is forced ſometimes ro drain away an Eſtate; 
rhe Plate and Jewels are often caſt over- board t 
ſave the Paſſenger. Many a Man may curſe the 
time that ever he had ſuch an Eſtate, ir hath been 
Enchantment to draw away his Heart from Gad. 
Some there are that wil! be rich, 1 Tim. 6. 9 
and they fall into a Snare, Art thou troubled 
that God hark prevented a Snare? Riches are 
Thorns, Matth. 13.7. Art thou angry that God 
hath pull d away a Thorn from thee ? Riches are 
compar'd to thick Clay, Hib. 2. 6. Perhaps thy 
Affections, which are te Feet of the Soul, might 
have tuck to faſt in this golden Clay, that they 
could not have aſceaded up ro Heaven, be content; 
it God dainn up our outward Comforts, it is tha 
the Stream of our Love may run faſter a 
way. | | 
3. If your Eftate be ſmall, yer God can bleſs; 
| Lirzle. Tis not how much Money we have, but 
how much Bleſſing. He that often curferh the 
Bags of Gold, can bleſs the Meal in the my 8 
: | 3 
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Ind the Ol in the Cruſe, What if thou haſt not 
ihe full Flech pots? yer thou haſt a Promiſe, I 
ll bleſ her Proviſion, Pſalm 132.15. and then a 
ittle goes a great way; be content, thou haſt the 
ew of a Blefling diſtill d; 4 Dinner of green 
Jerbs, where Love is, is ſweet ; I may add, where 
de Love of God is: Another may have more 
ſtare than you, but more Care, more Riches, 
eſs Reft : more Revenues, but withal more Oc- 
afions of Expence : he hath greater Inherirange, 
yer perhaps God doth not give him Power to eat 
hereof, Eccleſ. 6. 2. he hath the Dominion of his 
ſtare, not the /e ; he holds more, bur enjoys 
eſs : in a word, thou haſt leſs Gold than he, per- 
haps leſs Guilt. | | BE 

4. You did never fo thrive in your ſpiritual 
rade; your Heart was never ſo low, as fince 
four Condition was low; you were never /5 proy 
in Spirit, never ſo rich in Faith. You did never 
ran the Ways of God's Commandments ſo faſt, as 
ſince ſome of your golden Weights were taken 
off. You never had ſuch trad ing for Heaver all 
your Life; this is uberrimus Queſtus. You did 
never make ſuch Adventures upon the Promiſe, 
as fince you left off your Sea-advenrures, This 

s che beſt kind of Merchandize ; O Chriſtian, 


thou never hadſt ſuch Incomes of the Spirit, ſuch 

Spring tides of Joy; and what though weak 

in Eſtate, if ſtrong in Agurance ? be content, 

what you have loft one way, you have gain d a- 
1 Ther. 


t 5. Be your Laſſes whar they will in this Kind, 


eemember in every Loſs there is only a SuFering 3. 1 
ern every Diſgontent there is & Sin, and one 4 
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Sin is wor{e than a thouſand Sufferings. What 
becauſe ſome of my Revexurs are gone, (hal 
I part with fome of my Righecouſneſs ? ſhall m 
Faith and Patience go too? becauſe Ido not po 


W 


ſeſs an Eſtate, ſnall I not there fore poſſeſs my own ag 
Spirit? O learn to be content. . "gp 
| | pring 

Sz e r. Ms ebell 


The Third Apology anſwered. 


The third Apology is, Ir is ſad with me in my 
Relations; where I ſhould find moſt Comfort, 
there I have moſt Grief. This Apology or Ob. 
jection brancherh ir felf into two Particulars, 
| Whereto I ſhall give a diftin& Reply. 

1. My Child goes on in Rebellion, I fear! 
have brought forth a Child for the Devil. Its 
| indeed fad co think that Hell ſhould be paved 
ich che Skulls of any of our Children; and 

cCertainly the Pangs of Grief which the Merher 

bath in this kind, are worſe than her Pangs of 

Travel; but though you ought to be humbled, 

yet not diſcontented: For cor ſider, 

i» You may pick ſomething out of your Child 
Undutifulneſs; the Child's Sin is ſo:nerimes the 
Parents Sermon: Cuod dolet docet: the Unduti 
fulneſs of Children to us, may be a Mementoto 

t us in mind of our Undutiſulneſ once to God. 

Time was when we were rebellious Children; 
How long did our Hearts ſtand our as Garrifons 
againſt God? How long did he parly with us, 
and beicech us, ere we would yield? He walked 
- PR 8 m 
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the Tenderneſs of his Heart towards us, but ve 
alked in the Frowardneſs of our Hearts towards 
m; Ard fince Grace hath been planred in ons 
uls, how much of the wild Olive is ſtill in us? 
low many Morions of the Spirit do we daily 
fift > How many Unkindneffes and Aﬀronts 

ve we put upon Chriſt > Let this open a 
pring of Repenrance ; look upon your Child's 
ebellion, and mourn for your own Rebellion. 

2. Ttough to ſee him unduriful is your Grief, 
t not always yo r Sin. Hath a Parent given 
e Child nor only the Milk of the Breaſt, bur 
be ſincere Milk of the Word? 1 Pet. 2.2. Haſt 

ou ſes ſon'd his render Years with religious E- 
ucation ? thoa canſt do no more: Parents can 
nly work Knowledge, God. muſt work Grace; 
hey can only lay the Wood together, it is God 

ut make it burn; a Varent can only be a Guide 

he w his Child the Way to Heaven, the Spirit 
ed muſt be a Leadſtone to draw his Heart 

to that Way: am I in God's ſtcad (ſaith Jacob) 
oo hath with-heid the Fruit of the Numb? Gen. 
$o.2. Can I give Children? So, is a Parent 

God's ttead to give Grace? Who can help it, 

a Child, having the Light of Conſcience, Scrip- 
ute, Education, theſe three Torches in His Hand, 
et runs wilfully into the deep Ponds of Sin ? 
Veep for thy Child, pray for him; bur do not 
n for him, by Di ſcontent. „ BE. 

Yay not, you have brought forth a Child fer 
de Devil, God can reduce bim; he hath. mi- 
d to h the Heart of the Children to their Pa- 
ents, Mal. 4. 6. and to cpen Springs of Grace 
the Deſert , Hai. 35. 6. When thy Child is 43 
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going full Sail to the Devil, God can blow w 
a contrary Wind of his Spirit, and alter 
Courſe. When Paul was breathing out Perle 
tion againſt the Saints, and was failing H. 
ward, God rurns him another Way; before! 
was going to Damaſcus, God ſends him to 4 
nis; before a Perſecutor, now a Preache 
Tho our Children are for the preſent fallen 
to the Devil's Pound, God can turn them from t 
Power of Satan, As 26. 18. and bripg them 
at the tweifth Hour. Mynica was weeping { 
ir Son Auguſtine ; at laſt God gave him in ut 
Prayer, and he became a famous Inftrument 
the Church of God. 1 C 
2. The ſecond Branch of th: Ob jection is, B 
my Husband rakes ill Courſes ; where L loch 
for Honey, behold a Sting. 
Anſw. Tis ſad to have the Living and the De: 
ried together; yer, Jer not your Heart ſret wil 
Diſcontent; mourn for his Sin, bur dosnot mu 
mur. For, | 
I. God hath placed you in your Relation, an 
| you cannot be dilconteared, but you quarrel wii 
God. What, for every Croſs that befals us, ſul 
we call the infinite Wiſdom of God in queſtion 
O the Blaſphemy of our Hearts! 
2. God can make you a gainer by your Hub 
band's Sin; perhaps you had never been fo good 
it he had not been ſo bad. The Fire burns borell 
in the coldeſt Climate. God often by a divim 
” Antiperiſtaſis turns the Sins of others to our got 
and makes our Maladies our Medicines. 
more prophane the Husband is, oft the more It 
ly the Wife grows; the more earthly he is, tt 
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dreheavenly ſhe grows; God makes ſometimes 
Ausband 's Sin a Spur ro the Wife's Grace. 
s Exorbirances are quaſi Flabellum, as a Pair of 
lows to blow up the Flame of her Zeal and 
votion the more. | | 
Is it not thus : Doth not thy Husband's Wick- 
gels (end thee to Prayer? Thou perhaps hadſt 
ver prayed ſo much, if he had not ſinned ſo 
ich: his Deadneſs quickens thee the more; rhe 
one of his Heart is a Hammer to break tby 
eart. The Apoſtle ſaich, The unbelie vin g Fife 
ſanct od ly the believing Husband, 1 Cor. 5. 14. 
ur in this Senſe, the believing Wife is ſanct ficd 
the unbelieving Husband, ſhe grows better, 
s Sin is a Hype taſtone to her Grace, and a Me- 
cine for her Sccurity, - . 3 


81 e *. iv. 
The Fourth Apo.ogy anſwered.- 


The next Apology that Diſcontent makes, is, 
bu: my Friends have dealt very unkindly with 
e, and proved falſe. = 
Anſw. Tis ſad when a Friend proves like a 
ocz in Summer, Job 6.15. The Traveller being 
arched with Heat, comes to the Brook, hoping 
o refreſh himſelf, but the Brook is dried up; yet 
e content. 3 

1. You are nor alone, others of the Saints have 
een betray d by Friends; and when they bave 
ned upon rhein, they have been as a Foot our 

F Jonr. This was true in the Type, 92 
| "IN | (al. 
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You 


ſel together; and in the Antirype, Chriſt, he 
berray d by a Friend; and why ſhould we th 


it ſtrange to have rhe ſame M:afure dealt to us gc 
Jeſus Chriſt had? The Servant is not above Cor 
Maſeer, 1 of F 
2. A Chriſtian may oſten read his Sin in his onfi 
niſhment ; Hath nas he dealt treacherouſſy wie, 1 
God? Ho oft hath he grieved the Com fen rave 
broken his Vows? and through Unbelief it we 
with Satan againſt Gd? How oft hath he ny u 
ſed Love? raking the Jewels of God's Mer art. 
and making a golden Calf of them, ſerving iſ as! 
on Luſts ? how oft harh.he made the free G ſ Loe 
of God, which ſhould have been a Br 1: to er De 
our Sin, rather a Key to open the Door to ig tb 
theſe Wounds hath the Lord receiv'd in the Hus m 
of bis Friend, Zech. 13. 6. Look upon the en. 
kindneſs of thy Friend, and mourn for thy o ni He: 
_ kindneſs againſt God; ſhall a Chriſtian cenden f Gl 
that in another, which he hath been roo guiltj Mam 
himfelf ? | ſon 
3. Hath thy Friend prov d treacherous; peri 2. 
haps you did repoſe too much Contidence in him Per 
If you lay more Weight up an Houle than tall 3. 
Pillars will bear, ir muſt needs break. God ſaiii en, 
Tyuſt ye not in a Friend, Micah 7. 5. Periapiern 
vou did pat more Truſt in him, than you dull 2. 
dare to put in God. Friends are as Venzce Gala rc 
we may uſe them; bur if we lean too hard uf N 
then, they will break: Behold Matter of Hum -t 


lity, but not of Sullenneis and Diſcontent. 
1 | 4. Ya 
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You have a Friend in Heaven will never fail 
; There # a Friend (ſaith Solomon) that ſticks 
loſer than a Brother, Prov. 18. 24. Such a 
nd is God; be is very ſtud ious, and jnquiſi- 
in our Bebalf; he hath a debating with 
ſelf, a conſulting and. projecting how he may 
good; he is the beſt Friend, which may 
> Contentmenr in the midſt of all Diſcourte- 
of Friends. | ; 
onfider, 1. He is a loving Friend. God is 
e, 1 Joh. 4. 16. hence he is ſaid ſometimes to 
rave us on the Palms of by Hand, Iſai 49. 16. 
t we may be never out of his Eye; and to 
ry us in b¹ Boſom , Iſai. 40. 11. near to his 
art. There is no Stop or Stint in his Love; 
as the River Nilu, it overflows all the Banks: 
Love is as far beyond our Thoughts as it is above 
r Deſerts. O the infinite Love of God, in gi- 
g the Son of bis Love to be made Fleh, which 
as more than if all the Angels had been made 
»ms! God in giving Chrift to us, gave his ve- 
Heart to us: Here 15 Love penſill d out in all 
| Glory , and engraven as with the Point of a 
zamond, All other Love is Hatred in compa- 
ſon of the Love of our Friend. 

5 He is a careful Friend; He careth for y8u, 
et. 5. 7. „ $f es 
1. He minds and tranſacts our Buſineſs as his 
wn, he accounts his Peoples Intereſts and Con- 
ernments as his Inte reſt. 5 
2. He provides for us Grace to enrich us, Glo- 
to ennoble us: It was David's Complaint, No 
an cared for my Soul, Pial. 142. 4, A Chriſt ian 


3. He 


740 


* 2 Friend that cares for hian. 
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3. He is a prudent Friend, Dan. 2. 20. 
Friend may ſometimes err through Ignorance ( 
Miſtake, and give his Fiend Poyſon inftead d 
Sugar; but God 2 iſe in Heart, Job 9. 4. H 
is Skilful as well as Faithful ; he knows what ou 
Diſeaſe is, and what Phyſick is moſt proper n 
apply; he knows what will do us good, and wha 
Wind will be beſt to carry us to Heaven. 

4. He is a faithful Friend, Deut. 7. 9, 16, 
And he is faithful, 1. In his Promiſes, Ii by 
of eternal Life, which God that cannot lie hat 
promi ſed, Tit. 1.2. God's People are Children tha 
will not lie, Iſai. 63. 8. bur God is a God tha 
cannot lie; he will not deceive the Faith of his 
People; nay, he cannot: He is call'd the Truth; 
he can as well ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe to bt 
True. The Lord may ſometimes change his Pre 
miſe, (as when he converts a temporal Promiſe 
= a ſpiritual) but he can never break his Pro 
miſe, — | 

3. He is a compaſſionate Friend. Hence in 
Scripture we read of the Earnings of bu Bowel, 
Jer. 31. 20. God's Friendſhip is nothing elſe but 
Compaſſion ; for there is naturally no A Fection in 
us to defite his Friendſhip, nor no Goodneſs in us 
to deſerve it; the Load-ftone is in himſelf, When 
we were full of Blood, he was full of Bowels; 
when we were Enemies, he ſent an Embaſſig 
of Peace; when our Hearts were turned back 
from God, his Heart was turned towards us. C 
the Tenderneſs and Sympathy of our Friend in 
Heaven! We our ſelves have ſome Relenting 
of Heart to thoſe which are in Miſery; but 
i God who begets.all the Mercies and Jown 


1 
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at are in us, therefore he is call'd the Father of 
ercies, 2 Cor. 1. 3. 

6. He is a conſt ant Friend. Ha Compaſſions fail 
, Lam. 3. 22. Friends do often in eg 
rop off as Leaves in Autumn : Amici circa Sare 
ginem, as Plutarch faith ; theſe are rather Flar- 
rers than Friends, Joab was for a time faithful 
King David's Houſe, he went not after Abſalom's 
reaſon, but within a while proved falſe to the 
town, and went after the Treaſon of Adonij ab, 
Kings 1. 7. Gad is a Friend for ever: Having 
med by own, be loved them to the end, Toh. 13. 1. 
Vbat though I am deſpiſed ? yer God loves me: 
Vhat though my Friends caſt me off? yer God 
oves me: He loves to the End, and there is no 
nd of that Love. 2 3 
This methinks, in caſe of Diſcourteſies and 
Inkind neſſes, is enough to charm down Diſeon- 
ent, 


81 er. V. 
ut The Fifth Apology anſwered. 


The next Apology is, I am under great Re- 
proaches, Let not this diſcontent ; For, | 

1. It is a Sign there is ſome Good in thee ; 
Quid mali fect ? ſaith Socrates ; What Evil have I 
done, that this bad Man commends me > The 
Applauſe of rhe Wicked uſually denotes ſome E- 
vil, and their Cenſure imports ſome Good, Pfalm 
33, 20. David wept and faſted, and that was 
med to l Reproach, Plalm 69, 10, As . 
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paſs to Heaven through the Pikes of Suffering, ſe 
through the Clouds of Reproach. 

2. If your Reproach be for God, as David; 
was/ For thy ſake I have born Reproach, Plal. 69, 7, 
than it is rather Matter of Triumph than Defe&ien: 
Chrift doch nor ſay, When you are reproached, 
be diſcontented, but rejoyce, Mar. 5. 12. Wear 
your Reproach as a Diadem of Honour, for now 
a Spirit of Glory reſts upon you, 1 Per. 4.14. Put 
your Reproaches into the Inventory of your Rich- 
es, fo did Meſes, Heb. 11. 26. Ir ſhould bea 
Chriftian's Ambirion to wear his Saviour's Livery 
though it be ſprinkled with Blood, and ſullied 
with Diſgrace. 


— 


nme 


3. God will do us God by Reproach; as Dl 
vid Taid of Shi mei his Curſing, It may be the Li 2c 
will requite Geod for his Curſing this Day, 2 Sam. by 

Var 1 


16. 12. This puts us upon tearching our Sin, 
A Child of God labours to read his Sin in every 
Stone of Reproach that is caſt at him; beſides, 
now we have an Opportunity to exerciſe Patieuce 

and Humility. | = 
4. Jeſus Chriſt was content to be reproached 
for us; He d fpiſed the Shame of the Ctr}, Heb. 
11. 2. It may amaze? us to think, that he who 
was God, could endure to be ſpit upon, to 
be crawned wirn Thorns, in 4 kind of Jeet, 
and, whrn bes ready to beweis Head pon 
the Crois, to vave rhe Jews, in corn, vag 
their Heads, a 1 2. He ſaved others, himfeſf be 
camot bee fk the Croſs Was 8 
much as the R of te. g aſs: ths Nam? ws 
eruciſied before, U Bros, e fllarp Artes ea 
Repreach, tar ito ) diu woot at Chriſt, wem 
cee. 
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eeper into his Heart than the Spear; His Suf- 
ring was ſo ignominious, that, as if the Sun did 
Juſh ro behold, ir withdrew its bright Beams, 
4 maſqu'd it ſelf wich a Cloud; (and well ir 
ight) when the Son of Righteouſneſs was in an 
clipſe; all this Contumely and Reproach d id 
je God of Glory endure, or rather deſpiſe for us. 
n then, let us be content to havezour Names 
lipſed for Chr iſt; let not Reproach lie at our 
leart, but let us bind it as a Crown about our 
lead. Alas, what is Reproach ? This is but 
nal hot; How will Men ſtand in the Mouth 
the Cannon ? thoſe who are diſcontented at a 
eproach, will be offended at a Faggor. 
5. Is not many a Man contented to ſuffer Re- 
roach for maintaining his Luſt? And ſhall not 
e for maintaining the Truth? Some glory in 
bat which is their Shame, Phil. 3. 19. and fuaff 
e be aſhamed of that which is our Glory? Be 
t rroubled ar theſe perry things: He whoſe 
ear: is once divinely touched with the Loadſtone 
God's Spirit, doth account it his Honour to be 
honoured for Chriſt, Act, 15. 4. and doth as 
uch deſpiſe the World's Cenſure, as he doth 
jeir Praiſe. | N 

6. We live in an Age wherein Men dare re- 
dach God himſelf. The Divinity of the Son 
God is blaſphemoully reproached by the Szci- 
jan; The bleſſed Bible is reproach'd by the Aa- 
cripturiſt, as if it were bur a Legend of Lies. 
L every Man's Faith a Fable; The 7uj#/c2 of 
od is called to the Bar of Reaſon by the 47m2;- 
ans The H/iſdom of God in bis Providential 
kings, is taxed by the 3 The Cradinance, 
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of God are decried by the Familiſt, as being ui 
heavy a Burden for a free born Conſcience, au. 
too low and carnal for a ſublime ſeraphique S 
rir ; The Ways of God which have the Majely 
of Holineſs ſhining in them, are calumniated hy 

the Profane ; The Mouths of Men are open: 
gainſt God, as if he were an hard Maſter, ani 
the Path of Religion too ſtrict and ſevere: If Men 
cannot give God a good Word, ſhall-we be di 
contented or troubled, that they ſpeak hard d 
us d Such as labour to bury the Glory of Religio 
ſhall we wonder that their Throats are qpen 9. 
pulcbhres, Rom. 3. 31. to bury our good Name! 
Oh ler us be contented while we are in Ged 
Scouring houſe, to have our Names ſullied a br 
tle ; the blacker we ſeem to be here, the brighte 
hall we ſhine when God hath (er us upon the ce 
leſtial Shelf. | 


ier 
The Sixth Apology anſ wered. 


The fixth Apology that Diſcontent makes, is 
Diſrepct in the World. I have not that Eſteen 
from Men as is ſuitable to my Quality and Graces 

And doth this trouble? Conſider, | 
1. The World is an unequal Judge; as it's 
full of Change, ſo of Partiality. The World give 
her RN hhecte, as ſhe doth her Places of Prefer mem 
more by Favour often than by Deſert. Haſt tho 
the Ground of real Worth in thee ? that is bel 
worth is in him that ha- it; Honour is in * 
| that 


Divine Cont:ntment. 5 
hat gives it: better deſerve Reſpect, and nor 
Wave i; than have it, and not delerve it. | 

2. Haſt thou Grace? God reſpects rhee, and 
js Judgment is beſt worth prizing. A Belieyer 
a Perion of Honour, being born of God : Since 
au Waſt precious in mine Eyes, thou haſt been ho- 
urable, and I have loved thee, Ia. 43. 4. Let 
te World think what they will of you, perhaps 
their Eyes you are a Ca#t-away, in God's Eyes 
Dove, Cant. 2. 1 4. a Spouſe, Cant. 5.1. a Jewel, 
Lal. 3:17. others account you the Dregs and Off- 
ouring of the World, 1 Cor. 4. 14. but God 
it give whole Kingdoms for your Ranſom, Iſa. 43. 
Let this content, no matter with what ob- 
que Eyes J am looked upon in the World, if! 

m rectus in curia, God thinks well of me. 
Tis better that God approve, than Man applaud. 
he World may put us in their Rubrick, and God 
ut us in his Bla:# Book. Whar is a Man the ber- 
r chat his Fellow. priſoners commend him, if 
is Judge condemn him? Oh labour to keep in 
ich God, prize his Love: let my Fellow-{ub- 
as frown, I am contented being a Favourite 
{the King of Heaven. 

3. It we are the Children of God, we muſt 
ok for Diſreſpect; a Believer is in the World, 
ur not of the World : we are here in a Pilgrim 
ondition; out ot our own Country, therefore 
uſt nor look for the Re ſpects and Accſam i- 
ons of the World; it is ſufficient that we 
all have Honour in our own Country, H-5, 
3. 14. Tis dangerous to be the Worla's Fa- 
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4. Diſcontent ariſing from Diſreſpect, ſavor 
too much of Pride; an humble Chriſtian hat 
a lower Opinion of himſelf, than others can han 
of him. He that is taken up about the Though 
of his Sins, and how he hath provoked God, he 
cries out as Agur, I am. more brutiſh than any May, 
Prov. 30. 2. and therefore is contenred, though 
be be ſer among the Dogs of the Flock, Job 30.1, 
Though he be low in the Thoughts of other, 
yet he is thankful, that he is not laid in the loweſ 
Fell, Pſal. 86. 13. A proud Man ſets an high Vi. 
luce upon himſelf, and is angry with others, be. 
cauſe they will not come up te his Price. Tak: 
heed of Pride; O had others a Window to lock 
into thy Breaſt (as Crates once expreſſed it) & 
did thy Heart ſtand where thy Face doth, tho 
would*tt wonder to have ſo much Reſpect, 


'S © C7. Vit. 
Tue Seventh Apology anſwered.” 


The next Apology is, I meer with very greu|W:-r 
Sufferings for the Truth: Conſider, | 
1. Your Suffer:ngs are nor {6 great as yo 
Sins; Par rhele two in the Balance, and fee whit 
weighs heavieſt, where Sin lies heavy, Suffering 
lie light. Acarnal Spirit makes more of his Sut- 
ferings, and leſs of his Sins, he looks upon on: 
at the great end of the Peripecive, but upon the 
other ar the little end of the Perſpective. Tix 
caraal Heart cries out, Take away the Frogs, but 
a gracious Heart cries our, Take away age, 

| 2 Sam 
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Sam. 24. 10. The one ſaith, Never any one 
ffered as I have done ; bur the other ſaith, Ne- 
er any one ſinned as I have done, Mic. 7. 9. 
2. Art thou under Suſferings? thou haſt an op- 
ortunity'to ſkew the Valour and Conſtancy of 
by Mind; ſome of God's Saints would have ac- 
ounted it a great Favour to have been honoured 
ich Martyrdom, One laid, I am in Prifon 214 
am in Priſon ; thou counteſt that a Trouble, 
hich others would have worn as an-Enfign of 
heir Glory. 8 
2. Even thoſe who have gone only upon Mo- 
al Principles, have en much Conſtancy and 
omentment in their Sufferings. Ci tius being 
avely mounted, and in Armour, threw himtelf 
to a great Gulf, that the City of Rome might, 
ccording ro the Oracle, be delivered from the 
eſtilence; and we having a Divine Oracle, tha 
bey who Ri the Body cannot hurt the Soul; (halt 
re not Wi:h much Conftancy and Patience de- 
ne Har ſelves to Injuries for Religion, and ra- 
ger luffer for the Truth, than the Truth ſuffer by 
The Decii among the Romans, yowed the- 
ves to Death, that their Legions and Soldiers 
:g9t be crowned with the Honour of tke Victo- 
O chat ſtould we be content to ſuffer, to 
e the Truth Victorious! Regulus having 
Vorn that he would return to Carthage (though 
ee knew there was a Farnace hearing for him 
e here) yer net daring to infringe his Oath, he 
id adventure to go; we then who are Chriſti- 
ins, having made a Vow ro Chriſt in Baptiſm, 
ad ſq oft renewed it in the blefſed Sacrament, 
ould with much Contentation 1ather chuſe to ſuf- 
| 23: fer, 


4. Diſcontent ariſing from Diſreſpect, ſavoun 
too much of Pride; an humble Chriftian hat 
a lower Opinion of himſelf, than others can han 
of him. He that is taken up about the Though 
of his Sins, and how he hath provoked God, h 
cries out as Agur, I am more brut iſh than any Ma 
Prov. 30. 2. and therefore is contented, thoug 
he be ſer among the Dogs of the Flock, Job 30.1, 
Though he be low in the Thoughts of other, 
yer he is thankful, that he is not laid in the loweſ 
Hell, Pſal. 86. 13. A proud Man ſets an high Va. 
| Jus upon himſelf, and is angry with others, be. 
cauſe they will not come up te his Price. Tak: 
heed of Pride; O had others a Window to lock 
into thy Breaſt (as Crates once expreſſed it) « 
did thy Heart ſtand where thy Face dorh, thou 
would'tt wonder to have ſo much Reſpect, 


'S c 7. WI - 
The Seventh Apology anſwered. 


The next Apology is, I meer with very greu 
Sufferings for the Truth: Conſider, 

1. Your Sufferings are not ſo great as you 
Sint; Put rhele two in the Balance, and fee hic 
weighs heavieſt, where Sin lies heavy, Suffering 
lie light. A carnal Spirit makes more of his Sui 
ferings, and leſs of his Sins, he looks upon one 

at the great end of the Peripective, but upon the 
other at the little end of the Perſpective. Tix 
_. carnal Heart cries out, Takeaway the Frogs, but 
a gracious Heart cries out, Take away thehniqu!), 


2 Sam. 
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Sam. 24. 10. The one ſaith, Never any one 
ffered as I have done ; bur the other ſaith, Ne- 
er any one ſinned as I have done, Mic. 7. 9. 

2. Art thou under Suſferings? thou haſt an op- 
ortunity to ſkew the Valour and Conſtancy of 
by Mind; ſome of God's Saints would bave ac- 
aunted ir a great Favour to have been honoured 
ich Martyrdom, One laid, I am in Prifon 214 
wd in Priſon; thou counteſt that a Trouble, 
eich others would have worn as an-Enfign of 
heir Glory. | 335 

2. Even thoſe who have gone only upon Mo- 
al Principles, have neun much Conſtancy and 
omentment in their Sufterings, Cintius being 
rarely mounted, and in Armour, threw himtelf 
to a great Gulf, that the City of Rome might; 
ccording ro the Oracle, be delivered from the 
eftilence ; and we having a Divine Oracle, char 
bey who hill the Body cannot hurt the Soul; ſhall 
re not with much Conftancy and Patience de- 

we har ſelves to Injuries for Religion, and ra- 
er {uffer ſor the Truth, than the Truth ſuffer by 
e? The Decii among the Romans, vowed the- 
rc: ves to Death, that their Legions and Soldiers 
ng: be crowned with the Honour of the Victo- 
Wy. O hat ſhould we be content to ſuffer, to 
e the Truth Victorious! Regulus having 
worn that he would return to Carthage (though 
e knew there was a Furnace heating for him 
here) yer not daring to infringe his Oath, he 
Wd adventure to go; we then who are Chriſti- 
ins, having made a Vow to Chriſt in Bapriſm,: 
ad ſq oft renewed it in the blefſed Sacrament, 
Inould with mach Contentation 1ather chuſe to ſuf- 


3 fer, + 
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fer, than violate our ſacred Oath. Thus the ; 
bleſſed Martyrs, with what Courage and Che. 2 
falneſs did they vield up their Souls ro God ? ard Sa 
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ave : 
when the Fire was {er to their Bodies, yet the. 

Þ 8 . U fired with p A; M 140 
| pirits were not at all fin ed with Paſſion or Di. "3 
4 content. Though others hurt the Body, let then, * 
not the Mind through Diſcontent; ſhew ,by vc . : 
p| 21 
; 


keroick Courage that ycu are above thoſe Trou. 


4 | dles which you cannot be without. For 
Fo 
( S Cx. v8 2 
aVe 

9 | The Figlth Apolopy anſwered. d 
1 oof r 
i The next Apology is, The Proſperity ef tte 
i Wicked, POT 122 — 
Anſw. I confeſs tis ſo often, that the Evil en er 

joy all the Good, and the Good endure all the” 

Evil. David, though a good Man, ſtumbled uV 

this. and had like to have fallen, P/al. 73. 1/9" 

WW elf, be contented ; for remember, [ 12 

8 "Theſe are not the only things, nor the bet ll W. 

things, they are Mercies without che Pale; thele I Ba. 

ere but Acorns with which Gad feeds Su ine; be 

you who are Believers, have more choice Frui We 

che Olive, the Pome7an4te , the Fruit which Wl er 

- grows. on the true Vine Jeſus Chrift ; orhers Wi © 

have the Far of the Earth, you have the Dev Ve 

of Heaven; they have a South land, you hae 


thoſe Springs of living Water which are clar 
ed with Chriſt's Blood, and indulcorated with 
tus Love. 

OEM a; 
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2. To ſee the Wicked flourith, is matter rather 
f Pity than Envy; cis all the Heaven they muſt 
ave: Ho to you rich Men, for you have received 
ur Conſolation, Luke 6. 24. Hence it was that 
ui made it bis ſolemn Prayer, Deliver me from 


„ ieled, Fm Men of the World, which have 
0 ei, Portion in thi; Life, and whoſe Belly tom ſil. 


ef with toy hid Treaſure, Pal. 14. 17. The 
Vords / methinks) are David's Letany, from Men 
rhe World, which have their Portion in this 
Lite, %, Lord deliver me. When the Wicked 
have eaten of their dainty Diſhes, there comes in 
lad Reckoning which will ſpoil all: The World 
ſis firſt miſical, and then tragical; if you would 
have a Man fry and biaze in Hell, let him have 
enough of the Fat of the Earth, O remember 
bor every Sand of Mercy that runs out to the 
Wicked, God puts a Drop of Wrath into his 
9 Vial Therefore as that Soldier ſaid to his Fel- 
low, Do you envy me my Grapes? they caſt me dear, 
mut die for tbem. Sol ſay, Do you envy che 
Wicked? alas, their Proſperity is like Haman s 
Banquet before Execution, If a Man were to 

be hang d, would one envy to fee him walk to 

the Gallows thro” pleaſant Fields and fine Gal- 

ler es, or to ſee him go up the Ladder in Cloth 

of Gold? The Wicked may flouriſh in their Bra- 
very a while; but, when they flouriſh as the Graf, 

it is, that they ſpall be deſtroyed for ever, Pal. 92. 

7. This proud Graſs ſhall be mowed down. 
Whatever a Sinner enjoys, he hath a Curſe with 

it, Ma/. 2. 2. And ſhall we envy 2 What if poi- 
ſoned Bread be given to Dogs ? The long Fur- 
rows in the Backs of the Godly, have 4 Seed of 
5 50 


Diſcontent: Confider, 
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Bleſſing in them; when the Table of the Wick 
ed becomes a Snare, and their Honour the; 
Halter. | | 


SS © YT. . 
The Ninth Apology anſnered. 


9. The next Apology that Diſcontent make 
For it ſelf, is, The Evils of the Times; The Ting 
are full of Hereſie and Impiety, and this is tha 
which troubles me. This Apology conſiſts of 
wm Branches, ro which I ſhail aniwer in Spccit 
ang, a | | | 
1. The Fimes are full of Herefie. This is in- 
aced ſad, when the Devil cannot by Violence de- 
ttroy the Church, he endeavours to poyſon it; 
when he cannot with Sampſon's Foxes Tals (e: 
the Corn on Fire, then he ſows Tares ; as he 
labours ro deſtroy the Peace of the Church by 
Di viſion, fo the Truth of it by Errous ; we may 
cry our with Seneca, Vere vivimm in tempœum 
Fecibus ; We live in times wherein there 8 4 
Stace open to all Novel Opinions, and ever 
Man's Opinion is his Bible. Well, this may o 
make us mourn, but let us not murmur through Ml. 


1. Errour makes a Diſcovery of Men. - 
1. Bad Men; Errour diſcovers ſuch as are ih 
rainred and corrupt. When the Leprofie brake WW... 
forth in the Forehead, then was the Leper diſco- Wc: 


vered. Errour is a ſpiritual Baſtard ; the Devil | 
is the Father, and Pride the Mother; you _ 17 


ts i. 
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new an erroneous Man, but he was a proud 
an: Now, it is good that ſuch Men ſhould be 
aid open, to the Intent: Firſt, That God's righ- 
eous Judgnients upon them may be adored, 
Theſſ. 2. 12. Secondly, That-athers who are 
ree, be not infected. If a Man hath the Plague, 
t is well ir breaks forth; for my part I would 
void an Heretick, as I would avoid the Devil, 
or he is ſent on his Errand, I appeal to you, 
there were a Tavern in this City, where under 
Pretence of ſelling Wine, many Hogſheads 
ff Poiſon were to be fold, were it not well that 
chers ſhould know of it, that they might not buy? 
t is good that thoſe who have poitoned Opini- 
ns ſhould be known, that the People of God 
nay nor come near cither Scent or Taſte of 

hat Poiſon. . 

2. Error is a Touch ſtone to diſcover good Men; 

t tries the Gold, There inuft be Herefies, that they * 
"ich are approved, may be made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 
7. 11, Thus our Love to Chriſt, and Zeal for 

Truth doth appear. Gad ſhews who are the li - 

ing Fiſh, viz, ſuch as ſu un againſt the Stream; 

vbo are the tound Sheep, wiz. ſuch as feed in the 
reen Paſtures of the Ordinanc:s ; who are the 

Dores, viz. ſuch as live in the beſt Air, u here 

Lie Spirit breaths; God ſets a Garland 6f Ho- 

noar upon thefe, Theſe are they which came on of 

rent Tribulation, Rev. 7. 14. So, theſe are they 
that have opppled the Errours of the times, theſe 
are they that have preſerved che Virginity of their 

Conſcience 3 who have kept their Judgment ſound 
and their Heart ſoft. God will have a Trophy of 
rionour {er upon {ame of his Saints, they ſtall be 
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ſtions about the bleſſed Trinity had never been ſo 


renowned for their Sincerity, being like the C te J. 
preſs, Que Viridiratem in Meme non amittit ; Wc. 


which keeps. its Greenels and Freſhneſs in the 


Winter ſeaſon. 5 14 

2. Be not finfully diſcontented, for God can Nuow 
make the Errors of the Church advantageous to Nee: 
Truth. Thus the Truths of God have come to M7; is 
be more beaten our and confirmed; as it is in I Erro 
Law, one Man laying a. falſe Title to a Piece of ¶ ble a 
Land, the true Title bath by this means been the Nano 
more ſearched into and ratified : Some had never Ml poil 
to ſtudied ro defend the Truth by Scripture, if 2 


athers had not endeavoured to overthrow it by 
Sophiſtry : all the Miſts and Fogs of Errour that 
have riſen out of the bottomleſs Pit, have made 
the glorious Sun of Truth ro ſhine ſo much the 
brighter. Had not Arius and Sabellius broached 
their damnable Errors, the Truth of thoſe Que- 


diſcuſſed and defended by Athanaſius, Aug uſt ine, 
and others; had not the Devil brought in & 
much of his Prince Darkxeſi, the Champions lor 
Truth had never run fo faſt ro Scripture to light 
their Lamps. So that God who hath a Thee 
within a heel, over. rules thele things wilely, 
and turns them to the beft. Truth is an heaven- 
iy Plant that ſettles by ſhaking. 

3. God raiſeth the Price of his Truth the 
more ; rae very Sh:edsand Filings of Truth ace 
Venerable, When there is much eatmerteir Me- 
ral abroad, we prize the true Gold the more 
che pure Wine of Truth is never more precious 
than when unfournd Dectrines ate broached and 


vented, 
4, Er- 
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4. Error makes us more thankful ro God for 
the jewel of Truth. When you ſee another in- 
fected with the Plague, how thankful are you 
that God hath freed you from the Infection ? 
When we lee others have the Leprofie in the Head, 
how thankful are we ro God that he hath not 
given us over to believe a Lie, and ſo be damned? 
[c is a good Uſe that may be made even of the 
Error of the Times, when it makes us more hum- 
ble and thankful, adoring the free Grace of God 
who hath kept us from drinking of chat deadly 
Poiſon. 535 | 

2. The ſecond Branch of the Apology that Diſ- 
content makes, is, The Impiety of the Times. I 
live and converſe among the Profane, O that I 
had Vings like a Dove, that I might fly away and 
be at ret! Plal. 55. 6. Anſw. It is indeed fad to 


be mixed with the Wicked; David beheld the 


Trangreſſors and was grieved, Plal. 110. 58. and 
Lot who was a bright Star in a dark Night) 
was wvexed, or as the Word in the Original 
may bear, wearzed out, with the unclean Con- 
verſation of the IV/icked, 2 Pet. 2. 7. he made 
the Sins of Sodom Spears to pierce his own Soul; 
We ought (if there be any Spark of divine 
Love in us) to be very ſenſible of the Sins of 
othors, and to have our Hearts bleed for them; 
yer let us not break forth in Murmuring or Dif- 
content, knowing that God in his Providence 
hath permitted it, and ſurely not without ſome 
Rea ſons: For, 

1. The Lord makes the Wicked an Hedge to 
defend the Godiy ; che wile God often maxes 
tnoſe who are wicked and peaceable, a Means to- 


ſafe- 


— 
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lateguard his People from choſe who are wtched 
and crnel. The King of Babylon kept Jeremy, and 
gave ſpecial Order for his looking to, that he did 
want nothing, Jer. 39. 11, 12. God ſometimes 
makes brazen Sinners to be brazen Walls to defend 
his People. | 

2. God doth interline and mingle the Wicked 
with the Godly, that the Godly may be a Means 
to ſave the Wicked; ſuch is the Beauty of Holrrefs, 
that ir hath a magnetical Force in it to allure and 
draw eventhe Wicked. Sometimes God makes 
a believing Husband a Means to convert an un- 
believing Wife, and, e contra, Mat kroweft tou, 
O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Husband ? or 


how knoweit then, O Man, whether thou ſhale ſave. 


thy Wife? 1 Cor. 7. 16. The Godly living a- 
mong the Wicked, by their prudent Advice and 
pious Example have won them to the Embracing 
of Religion; if there were not ſome Godly among 
the Wicked, how, in a probable Way, without a 
Miracle, can we imagine that the Wicked ſhould 
be converted? Thoſe who are now ſhining Saints 
in Heaven, ſometimes ſerved divers Luſts, Tit. 3. 3. 
Paul once a Perſecutor; Auguſtine once a Mani- 


chee; Luther once a Monk, but by the ſevere 
and holy Carriage of the Godly, were conver- 


icd to the Faith, 


Nx... 
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8 . 
The Tenth Apology anſwered. 


The next Apology that Diſcontent makes, is, 

owneſs of Parts and Giſts. 

1 cannor, faith che Chriftian, diſcourſe wich 
hat Fluency, nor pray with that Elegancy as o- 
bers. a | | 

Anſw. 1. Grace is beyond Gifts; Thou compe- 

et thy Grace with another's Gifts, there is a 

a Difference; Grace without Gifts is infinite- 

ly better than Giſts without Grace; in Religion, 

the Vitals are beſt; Gifts are a more extrinſe- 

al and common Work of the Spirit, which is 
Incident ro Reprobates; Grace is a more diſtin - | 
puiſhing Work, and is a Jewel bung only upon 
he Ele&t. Haſt thou the Seed of God, the holy 

Anointing? be content. ; 

I. Thou ſayeſt thou canſt not dilcourie with 
that Fluency as others. 

Anſw. Experiments in Religion are beyond No- 
tions, and Impreſſions beyond Expreſſions. Judas 
no doubt) could make a learned Diſcourſe of 
Chriſt; but well far d che Woman in the Gofpel, 
that felt Vertue coming our of bim, Luke 8. 47. 
A ſanctified Heart is better than a ſilver Tongue. 
There is as much Difference between Giſts and 
Grace, as between a Tulip painted on the Wall, 
and one growing in the Garden. 6 

Il. Thou ſayeſt thou canſt not pray with that 
Elegancy as others. 5 


Anſw, 
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—— 


Anſw. Prayer is a matter more of the Heart 
chan the Head, In Prayer it is not ſo much Fu. 
ency prevalls, as Fervency, Tam. 5. 16. nor isGod 
ſo much taken with the Elegancy of Speech, as 
the Efficacy of the Spirit. Humiliry is beiter than 
Volubility; here the Meurner is the Orator, Sigbs 
and Groans are the beſt Rhetorick. "op 

2. Be not diſcontenred ; For God doth uſual- t 
ly proportion a Man's Parts to the Place where 
he calls him: Some are fer in a higher Sphere ft, ©... 
and Function, heir Place requires more Parts ard Chi 
Adilities; but the moſt inferiour Member is uſe- 0 N 

ful in its Place, and ſhall have a Power delega- =4 
ted for the Diſcharge of irs peculiar Office. 


take. 
3 
11 W- 4 

Ple 

| The Eleventh Apology anſwered, wy 
| na 


can 


The next Apology is, The Troubles of tie 
| Church, Alas, my Diſquiet and Diſcontent is 
not ſo much for my felt, as the Publick : The 


Church of God ſuffers. . * 
Anſw. 1 conleis it is ſad, and we ought tor i bee 
this to hang our Harps upon the Allows, Plal. 137. bay 
he is a Wooden Leg in Chriſt's Body, that is Ml Kn 
not ſenſible of the State of the Body. As2a Cn 
Chriſtian muſt not be proud Fleſb, ſo neither dead ;-;, 
Fieſn. When the Church of God ſuffers, he muſt MW p, 
 fymparhize; Jeremy wept for the Virgin-daughter Ml ,. 
of Ji0n, We muft feel our Brethrens hard Cords il 1. 
rhrough our foft Beds; in Muſick if one String tn 
be touched, all the r-{t ſound ; when God ftrikes I 4. 


„ 
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4 pon Our Brethren, our Bowels mu# ſound as an 
1 1p, Iſa. 16. 11. be ſenſible, but do not give 
iy co Diſcontent. For conſider, 
. God ſit at the Stern of his Church, Pſal. 
. 46. 5. Sometimes it is a Ship toſſed upon the 


aves, O thou Affi:cted and Toſſed, Iſa. 54> | & i 
But cannot God bring this Ship to Haven, tho 
t meet with a Storm upon the Sea? The Ship in 
the Goſpel was toſſed becauſe Sin was in it; but 


_— 


Chriſt is in the Ship of his Church, fear nor ſink- 
ing; The Church's Anchor is caſt in Heaven. 
Do nor we think God loves his Church, and 
takes as much care of it as we can? The Names 
of the twelve Tribes were on Aaron's Brea, 
ignifying how near to God's Heart bis Peo- 
ple are - They are his. Portion, Deut. 32. 9. 
and thall that be loft ? His Glory, Ia. 46. 13. and 
ſhall that be finally eclipſed ? No certainly, God 
can deliver his Church, not only om, but h Op- 
poſition; the Church's Pangs ſhall help forward 
ter Deliverance. _ | 3 

2. Gad hath always propagated Religion by Suf- 


ferings. The Foundation of the Church hath 


been laid in B, and theſe ſanguine Showers 
nave ever made it more fruitcful. 
Knife to Ave!'s Throat, and ever ſince, the 
Church's Veins have bled ; but ſhe is like the 
Vine, Which by bleeding grows; and like the 
Palm tree, which may have this Motto, Pereuſſa 
r/urgir, the more Weight is laid upon it, tne 
Inoher it riterh, The Holineſs and Patience of 
tac Saints under their Perſecutions, hath much 
added both to the Cromth of Religion, and the 


7 
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it was not overwhelmed, becauſe Chri was in it. 


Cain put the 
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avs Ni3an;in, well obſerves. 


# * 


of your Diicontent: Yer I aniwer, A Man's Diſ- ＋ 


up Sig above Mercy. If Vel had only pored 


Julian did forbear to perſecute, Non ex Clemen. 


Anſw. Be ſure it be ſo; do not prevaricate 


11 
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Crown. Bajii and Tertullian obſerve of the Primi. 
tive Martyrs, that divers of the Heathens ſeeing 
their Zealand Conſtancy turned Chriſt ians. Re- 
ligion is that Phenix which hath always revived 
and flouriſhed in ebe Aſbes of holy Men. Laial 
ſa wen aſunder; Peter crucified at Jeruſalem with 
his Head downwards; Cyprian Biſhop of Car- 
thape, Polycarp of Smyrna, both marty r d for Re- 
ligion, yet evermore the Trutn hath been ſcaled 
by Blood, and gloriouſly diſperſed; wherenpon 


tia, ſed Invidia ; Not out of Pity, but Envy; 
becauſe the Church grew ſo faſt, and multiplied, 


| ther 

SS «cr, XL her þ 

| | elf 

The Trel/th Apology anſwered. oi 


he Twelirh Apology that Diſcontent makes 
for ir felt, is this: It is not my Trouble that trou- 
bles me, but it is my Sing that do diiquiet and 
diſcontent. 


with God and thy own Soul: Intrue Mourning 
for Sin, when the prelent Soffering is removed, 
yer the Sorrow is not removed: but ſuppoſe 


the Apology be real, and Sin is the Ground: 

quiet about Sin, may be beyond ita Bounds in theſe 

tree Caſes: fo 
. When it is diſ-gartning, that is, when it ſets 


i 
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jorrow for Sin which drives us away from God, 
not without Sin, fer there is more Dc/$:ir in 
t than Remorſe : The Soul hath ſo many Tears 
n its Eyes, that it cannot ſee Chriſt. Sorrow as 
jorrow doth not fave (that were to make a 
ML iriſt of our Tears) bur is uſeful as it is Pre- 
aratory in the Soul, making Sin vile, and Chriſt 
reczous. Oh look up to the brazen Serpent, the 
ord Jeſus; a fight of his Blood will revive, the 
{edicine of his Merits is broader than cur Sore. 

It is Saran's Poliey, either to keep us from ſee- 
Cur Sins, or if we will necus (ce them, that 
ve may be ſwallomed up of Sorrew, 2 Cor 27. 
ther he would ſtupifie us, or fright us ; ei- 
her keep the Glaſs of the Law from our Ey es, 


us, that we may link in che Quick fand of 
eſpair. | | 

2. When Sorrow is indiſpaſng, it untunes the 
art for Prayer, Meditation, holy Conference; 
t cl:-1ters up the Soul. This is not Sorrow, but 


athe Sullenneſs, and doth rerder a Man not ſo 


uch Penetential, as Cinical. 
2. When it is cu: of ſeaſen, God bids us repoyee, 


nd we hang our Harps upon the Miloms; he bids. 


s truſt, and we caſt Gur felves down, ard are 
brought even to the Margin of Delpair. If 
datan cannot keep us from Mourning, he will 
te {ure to put us upon it When it is leaſt in Sea- 
on. 


When God calls us in a ſpecial manner to be 


anktul for Mercy, and put on our white Robes, 
| | then 


pon their Sting, and not looked up to the ra- 
en Serpent, they had never been healed. That 


elſe penſil aut our ovr Sins in ſuch Crimſon Co- 
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then Satan will be putting us into Mourning, and 
inſtead of a Garment of Praiſe, cloarh us with; 
Spirit of Heavineſs ; fo God loſeth the Acknoy: 


ledgment of a Mercy, and we the Comfort. The 
If thy Sorrow hath tuned and fitted thee for 
Chriſt, if it hath raiſed in thee high Prizings df 0 
him, ſtrong Hungerings after him, ſweet Delig̃ . . 
in him; this is as much as God requires, and 1 2 
Chriſtian doth bur fin ta vex and torture him. * 
ſelf further upon the Wrack of his own Diſcor- 
rent. : euent 
And thus I hope I have anſwered the moſt ma. Nair 


terial Object ions and Aprlogies which this Sin e 
Diſcontent doth make for ic ſelf. I ſee no Reale 
why a Chriſt ian ſhould be diſcontented, unleſs for ine. 
his Diſcontent. Let me in the next place pro: 
pound ſomething which may be both as a Load. CG 
ſtone and a Whetſtone to Contentation. 6 


et in 
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=. 
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Divine Motives to Contentment. * 
1 AN {TI proceed to the Arguments or Motives ay 
Mp that way quicken ro Contentment. * 
g 1 500 
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8 Er. I. 


The Firat Argument to Contentation. 


1. Confider the Excellency of it. Content- 
gent is a Flower that doth nct grew in every. 
arden; it reacketh a Man how in. the midſt of 
Vant to abound. You would think ic were ex- 
ellent, if I could preſcribe a Receipt or Antidote 
gairſt Poverty; bur be bold, here is that which 
more excellent, tur a Man to want, and Fer 
ave enough, this alcne Contentment of Spirit 
rings. Contentation is a Remedy againſt all 
ur Troubles, a Levamen to all our Burdens, it is 
be Cure of Care: Conrentation though it be not 
roperly 4 Grace (it is rather a Dein of Mind) 
et in it there is Opeimum Temperamentum, an 
appy Temperature and Mixture of all the Gra- 
es: It is a maſt precious Compound which is 
nade up of Faith, Patience, Meekneſs, Humility, 
kc, which are the Ingredients put into it. Now 
here are in Specie theſe ſeven rare Excellencies 
n Contentment: „ 
1. A contenred Chriſtian carries Heaven about 
im; For what is Heaven bur that ſweet Repoſe 
Ind fall Contentment that the Soul ſhall have in 
0d ? in Contentment there is the Firſt- fruits of 
© 
There are two Things in a contented Spirit 
which makes it like Heaven: - ye: 
1. God is there; Something of God is to be 
leen in that Heart. A diſcontented 2 | 
| e 
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like a rough tempeſtuous Sea; when the Water 
is rough, you can ſee nothing there; but hen 
is ſmooth and ſerene, then you may behold youll 
Face in the Water, Prov. 27. 19. When the 
Heart rageth thro' Diſcontent, it is like a rougk 
Sea; yon can ſee nothing there, unleſs 2afſion 
and Murmuring, there is nothing of God, no. 
thing of Heaven in that Heart; but by Vertue o 
Contentment, tis like the Sea when ir is {moth 
and calm; there is a Face ſhining there, you mij 
ſee ſomething of Chriſt in that Rear: a Repres 

tentation of all rhe Graces. | 
2. Ref is there. O what a Sabbath is kept int 
contented Heart! What an Heaven! A content. 
ed Chriſtian is like Noah in the Ark; though the 
Ark weretoſſed with Waves, Næab could fir and ſing 
in the Ark. The Soul that is gotten into che Ark of 
Content ment ſits quiet, and ſails above all the Waie 
of Trouble ; he can fing in bis ſpiritnal Ak; The 
Wheels ofthe Chariot move, but the Axle- tree ftirs 
not; the Circumference of the Heavens is carried 
about the Earth. bur the Earth moves not out of its 
oon Centre. When we meet with Motion and 
Change in the Creatures round about us, a content. 
ed Spirit is not ſtirred or moved out of its Centre, 
The Sails of a Mill move with the Wind, but 
the Mill it (elf ſtands ftill : An Emblem of Con- 
tentment: When our outward Eſtate movcs 
with the Wind of Providence, yer the Heai#is Mou 
lettled through holy Contentment; when others in 
are like Quick-filver, ſhaking and trembling. n 
through Diſquier, the contented Spirit can lay s 
David, O God, my Heart is fixed. my Heart is frxen, 
Pfal. 57. 7. what is this but a Piece of Heaven? 
2. What 
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2. Whatever is defective in the Creature, is 
Wade up in Contemt ment. A Chriftian may want 
e Camforts that others have, the Land and 
Wofedions,. but God hath d iſtilled into his Heart 
bat Contentment which is far better: In this 
ſenſe that is true of our Saviour, He ſnll have 
n this Life an hundred Fold, Mat. 19. 29. Per- 
aps he that ventured all for Chriſt, ngver hath 
Mis Houſe or Land again; Ay, bur God gives 
tim a contented Spirit, and this breeds ſuch Joy 
n the Soul, as is infinitely ſweeter than all his 
{Houſes and Lands which he left for Chriſt. It was 
ad with David, in regard of his ourward Comforts 
e being driven (as ſome think) from his King- 
lom, yet in regard of that ſweet Contentment 
je found in God, he had more Comfort than 
en uſe to have in time of Harveſt and Vintage, 
al. 4. 7. One Man hath Houle and Lands to 
ve upon, another hath nothing, only a ſmall 
rade, yet even that brings in a Livelihood. 
A Chriſtian may have little in the World, but he 
Irives the Trade of Contentment ; and fo be 
knows as well how to wan:, as to abound, O 
he rare Art, or rather Miracle of Contentment? 
Wicked Mea are often diſquieted in the Enjoy- 
ment of all things ; the contented Chriſtian is 
well in the Want of all things. ; 
Que#, Bur how comes a Chriſtian to be con- 


tented in the Deficiency of ourward Comforrs ? 


| Auſw. A Chriſtian finds Contentmenr diſtilled 
| Wour of the Breaſts of the Promiſes. He is pour 

in Purſe, but rich in Promiſe, There is one Pro- 
miſe brings much {weer Contentment into the 
bovi, Tory that [28% the Lord ſhall not want any 


) 
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ood thing, Plal. 34. 10. If the thing we defi 
good for us, we ſhall have it; if it bend 
good, then the nat having it is good for us. Thy 
reſting ſatisfied with this Promiſe gives Content 
ment. | 
3. Contentment makes a Man in Tune to (ere Part, 
God, it oils the Wheels of the Soul, and makes ifÞ* C 
more agil and nimble; it compoſeth the Hear, cher 
and now is fit for Pray er, Meditation, &c. Hoy 
can he that is in a Paſſion of Grief, or Diſcon- 
tent, ſerve God without Diſtraction? 1 Cor. 7. 35, 
Contentment doth prepare and tune the Hean 
Firſt, You prepare the Viol, and wind up the 
Strings, ere you play a Fir of Muſick. Wei 
a Chriſtian's Heart is wound up to this heavenly 
Frame of Contentment, then it is fit for Duty, 
A diſcontented Chriſtian is like Sau, when tht 
evil Spirit came upon him, O what Jarrings and 
Diſcords doth he make in Prayer! When an Ar. 
my is put into a Diſorder, then it is not fit for 
Battle: When the Thoughts are ſcattered and d. 
ſtracted about the Cares of this Life, a Man 
not fir for Devotion, Diſcontent takes the Heart 
wholly off fror God, and fixeth it upon the pte. 
ſent Trouble; ſo that a Man's Mind is not upon 
his Prayer, but upon his Cres. ; 
Dilcontent doth disjoy nt the Soul, and it is im- 
pcflible now that a Chr ſtian ſhould go fo fteadi- 
ly and chearfully in God's Service. O how lame 
is hie De votior !) > 4nconenred Perton gives 
God but Religion is nothing but 
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orldly Care, there is too little ſpiritual Cot m a 
aty. The diſcontented Perſon does his Duties 
Halves, he is juſt like Ephraim, a Cake not turn- 
, Hoſ. 7.8. he is a Cake baked on one ſide; 
e gives God the Outſide, but net the ſpiritual 
part, his Heart is not in Duty; he is baked on one 
de, but the other ſide Dough; and what Profit 

there of ſuch raw ind igeſted Services? He that 
es God only the Skin of Vorihip, what can he 
xpect more than the Shell of Comfort? Con- 
ntarion brings the Heart into frame; and then 
nly do we give God the Flower and Spirits of 

Duty, when the Joul is compoſed; now a 
kriſtian doth rem gere, his Heart is intenſe and 
erious. There are tome Duties which we cans» 
jor perform as we oughs without Contentment; 


\ 
. To Royce in Gold, How can he re joyce 
it is diſcontented? He is fitter for Repining 
han Re eycing. 5 | 
2. To be Thankful for Mercy. Can a diſcon- 
enced Perſon be rhankful 2 He can be fretful, not 
bankful. + 15 
3. To juſtifie God in his Proceedings, Ezr. 9. 23. 
ow can he do this who is diſcontented with his 
,ondition 2. He will ſooner cenſure God's Wiſ- 
lom than clear his Juſtice. Oh, then how excel- 
ent is Content ation, Which doth prepare, and as it 
ere, ſtring rhe Heart for Duty ? | WE? Con- 
entment doth not only make our Duties lively 
and agil, but acceptable. Tis this that puts Beau- 
y and Worch into them; for Contentment ſer- 
tles the Soul: Now as it is with Mit, when it 
Aways ſtirring, you can make nothing of it, 
5 | 1 but 
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but ler ir ſettle a while, and then it turns te Crean 
When the Heart is overmuch ſtirred with Di 

quiet and Diſcontent, you can make nothing « 
thoſe Duties, how thin, how fleeten, and jejuni 
are they? But when the Heart is once ſetled by 
holy Contentment, now there is ſome Worth 1 
our Duties, now they turn Cream. 

4. Contentment is the ſpiritual . irch, or Pill 
of the Soul; it firs a Man to bear Burdens ; 
_ whole Heart is ready to fink under the leaſt $ 
by Vertue of this hath a Spirit invincible unde 
Sufferings. A contented Chriſtian is like the Cz 

momile, the more it is trodden upon, the more i 
grows; as Phyſick works Diſeaſes out of the Boi 
dy, ſo doth Contentment work Trouble out .. 
the Heart. Thus it argues: If I am unde 
Reproach, God can vindicate me; If I am i 
Want, God can relieve me: Ye ſhall not ſee Wind 
nor Rain ; yet the Valley ſhall be filled with Mata, 
2 Kings 3. 17. Thus holy Contentment keeps tie 
Heart from fainting; in the Autumn when theFrait 

and Leaves are blown off, ſtill there is Sap in the 
+ Root. When there is an Autumn upon our exter- 
nal Felicity, the Leaves of our Eſtate drop off fil 
there is the Sap of Contentment in the Hear ; 
and a Chriftian hath Life inwardly, when bs 
outward Comforrsdo nor bloſſom. The content 
ed Heart is never our of Heart. Contentation 
is a golden Shield that doth beat back Dilcou- 
ragements. Humility is like the Lead to the Net, 
which keeps the Soul down when ic. is rifng 
through Paſſion; and Contentment is like the 
Cork which keeps the Heart up when it is ſinł- 
ing through — Contentment is 
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e great Under. propper; it is like the Beam which 
ars whatever Weight is laid upon it: nay, it is 
ce a Rock that breaks the Waves. 

'Tis ſtrange to obſerve the ſame AM ction ly- 
gs upon two Men, how differently they carry 
Wemlelves under ir. The contented Chriſtian 
le Samgſen, that carried away the Gates of 

ie City upon his Back, Judge 16. 3. he can go 

Wray with his Croſs cheartully, and makes no- 
ing of it; the other is like IHachar couching 
own under his Burden, Gen. 49 14. The Rea- 
dn is, the one is content, and that breeds Cou- 
ige; the other diſcontented, and that breeds 
ainting. Diſcontent ſwells the Gr. ef, and Griet 
eaks the Heart. When this ſacred Sine of 
ontentment begins to ſhr ink, we go limping un- 
er our Afflctions. We know not what Burdens 
zod may exerciſe ns with, let us therefore pre- 
rve Contentment ; as is our Contentment, inch 
ill de our Courage. David with his five Stot. es 
{ his Sling defied Goliab, and overcame him. 
et bur Contentment into the Sling of your 
Heart, and with this ſacred Stone you may both 
ele che World and conquer ir, you may break 
ole Affl ictions which elle will break you. 

5- A fifth Excellency is, Contentment puevents 
nany Sins and Temptations. . 
1. It prevents many Sins. Where there wants 
ontentment, there wanis no Sin; Diſcontented- 


es wich our Condition is a Sin that doth not go 
be Alone, bur is like the firſt Link of the Chale, 
k. dich draus all the other Links along with ir. 
4 n particular, there are two Sins which Conten- 


mon prevents: | | 
E 1. Im- 
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1. Impatience. Diſcontent and Impatience af 
two Twins; This Evil b of the Lord, why ſho * 
I wait any longer? 2 Kings 6. 33. AS if Gi | 
were ſo tied, that he muſt give us the Mercy j 2. 4 
when we deſire. Impatience is no ſmall Sin, 


urde 


will appear if you conſider whence ir ariſe... 
As, 1 gert 
1. It is for want of Faith. Faith gives a rig — 


Notion of God; it is an intelligent Grace; 
believes that God's Wiſdom rempers, and h 
Love ſweetens all Ingredienrs ; this works Pu 
ence ; Shall I not drink of the Cup which my Fail 
bach given me ? Impatience is the Daughter 
{atideliry. If a Patient hath an ill Opinion 
the Phyfician, and conceits that he comes to pi 
fon him, he will take none of his Receits. Whe 
we have a Prejudice againſt God, and conc 
that he comes to kill us and undo us, then 
ſtorm, and cry out thro' Impatience. We 
like a fooliſh Man (tis Chry/oſtem's Simile) tha 
cries cut, Away with the Plaiſter, though it bel 
order to a Cure; Is it not better that the Plaiſte 
ſmart a little, than the Wound feſter and ra 
kle > | 

2. Impatience is for want of Love to G0 
We will bear his Reproofs whom we love, ll 
only patiently, bur thankfually: Love chinks 3 
vil, 1 Cor. 13. 5. Ir puts rhe faireſt and md 
candid Gloſs upon the Actions of a Friend. La 
covers Evil. If it were poſſible for God in tt 
leaſt manner to err, (which were Blaſphemy uh 
think) Love would cover that Errour; L 
rakes every thing in the beſt Sence ; ic makes 

bear any Scroak, It endureth all chings, 1 Con 
| 1 


* 
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g. 7. had we Love to God, we ſhould. have 


Warience. ä I. 
3. Impatience is for want of Humility, The 
Wpatient Man was never humbled under the 
Warden of Sin; be that ſtud ies his Sin, the num- 
rleſs Number of them, how they are twiſted 
pgerher,and ſadly accemed, is patient, and (aich, 
vill bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I 
we ſinned againſt bim, Micah 7. 9. The grea:- 

a Noiſe drowns the leſſer; when the Sea roars, 

e Rivers are till; he that lets his Though:s 
ratiate about Sin, is boch ſilent and amazed, be 
Wonders it is no worſe with bim. How great 
jen is the Sin of Impatience ! and how cxcel- 
t is Content ation, which is a Superſezas, or 
punrerpoiſon againſt this Sin 2 The contented 
briſtian believing that God doth all in Love, 
patient and bath not one Word to lay, unleſs to 
ſtiie God, P/al. 51. 4. That is che ſirſt Sin 
bich Contentation prevents. 1 5 
2. It prevents Murmuring, a Sin which is a 
degree higher than the other; Murmuring is a 
Quarrelling with God, and Inveighing againſt 
im, They Hake againſt Gad, Numb. 21. 5. the 
lurmurer ſaich interpretatively, that God bath 
or dealt well with him, and he hath deferved 
ecter from him. The Murmurer chargerh God 
tb Fully, this is the Language or rather Blaſpbe- 
y of a murmuting 2 might haye been 
wiſer and à better God. e Murmurer is a 
Hutineer. The I/raelites are called in the fame 


1 


1 


OC 


nd 


nor Rebellion as the Sin of #7tehcraft 2 Thou 
lat art a' Murmurer, art in che Account of God 
4 „ 


Text Murmurers and Rebels, Numb. 17. 10. Au 
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as a Mitch, a Sorcerer, as one that deals with td 
Devil. This is a Sin of the firſt Magnitude 
Murmuring oft ends in Curfing : Michas Moth 
fell ro Curfing, when the Talents of Silver w 
taken away, Judges 17. 2. So doth the Murmur 
when a Parr of his Eſtate is taken away; of 
Murmurings is the Devil's Muſick , this is that d 
which God cannot bear; How /ong ſhall I be 
with this People that murmur againſt me 2 Num 
14. 7. It is a Sin which whers the Sword agaid 
a People, it is a Land deſtroying Sin; Mum 
ye not as ſome of them alſo murmured, and v 
deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer, 1 Cor. 10. 10. II 
repining Sin, this, without God's Mercy, wi 
haſten Enzland's Funerals. O then how excella 
is Contentation which prevents this Sin! Io! 
contented, and yer Murmur is a Solœciſm; 
contented Chriſtian doth acquieſce in his preſe 
Condition, and doth not murmur, but admir 
Herein appears the Excellency of Contenration 
it ĩs a ſpiritual Antidote againſt Sin. 
2. Contentment prevents many Temprations Ws the 
Diſcontent is a Devil that is always temptingę and d 
1. It pars a Man upon indirect Means: He that i ior h. 


poor and diſcontemted, will attempt any thing} 2. 
be will go to the Devil for Riches ; he that ii A 
proud and diſcontented, wil! hang himſelf, a thing 
Achitophel did when his Counſel was rejecedl in w: 

Satan takes great Advantage of our Diſcoment bal. 
he loves to fiſh in theſe troubled Warers, Df Live 
content doth both eclipſe Reaſon, and weabe Wife, 
Faich; and it is Satan's Policy, he dorh uſuali fairh 
break over the Hedge which is weakeft. e 

content makes a Breach in the Soul, and uſual 
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this Breach the Devil enters by a Tentation; 
le Ind ftormas the Soul. How eaſily can the Devil 
y his Logick diſpute a diſcontented Chriſtian 
o Sin? He forms ſuch a Syllogiſm as rhis-: 
e that is in Want, muſt ſtudy Self-prefervarion 2 
zut you are now in Want, therefore you ought 
ſtudy Self-preſervation. Hereupon ro mate 
ood his Concluſion, he remprs ito the forbidden 
ruit, not diſtinguiſhing between. what is needful, 
nd what is awful. What, ſaith he, doſt thou 
ant a Livelihood? Never be ſuch a Fool as 
o ſtarve ; take the r3/mp Side at a venture, be 
t good or bad, ear the Fread of Deceit, drink the 
ie of Violence. Thus you (ce how the dit- 
contented Min is a Prey to that tad Tentatiot, 
o ſteal and tak? God's Name in vain, Prov. 30. 9. 
Contentation is a Shield again Tentarion; for 
ke that is contented knows as well how. to want 
as to abound. 1 
He will not fin to get a: Liring; though the 
Bill of Fare grows ſhorr, he is content. He lives 
as the Birds of the Air, upon God's Providence, 
and doubrs not, but he ſhall have enough to pay 
tor his Paſſage io Heaven. 5 
2. Diſcontent tempts a Man to 4theiſm and 
Abpeſtacy; Sure there is no God to rake care of 
things here below; would he ſuffer them to be 
in want who have walked mouinfully before him 
Mal. 3. 14. faith Diſcontent: I brow off Chriſt's 
Livery, defift from thy Religion. Thus-Fob's . 
Wife, being diſcontented with her Condition, 
aith tro her Husband, Do# h ſtill uin thy 
eig? Jab 2. 9. as if ſhe had (aid, N thou 
at fee; Job, what is become of all d Region > - 
3 5 Ei "ow 
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Thou feareſt Gad, and eſcheweft Rvil, and wh 
art thou the better? See how God turns his Har 
2yanft thee ; he bath ſmitten thee in thy Bog 
Eftare, Relations, and doſt thou ftill retain 1 
integrity 2 What ? ftill devour ? ſtill weep at 
pray before him? Thon Fool, caſt off Religia 
cn Atbeiſt. Here was a fore Tentation tt 
the Devil did hand over to Fob, by his diſco 
rented Wife; only his Grace, as a golden Shiel 
d11 ward eff the Blow from his Heart, Thou ſped 
ett as ene of the fooliſh Nomen. What Profit if 
it, ſaich the diſcontented Perſon, to ſerve the 
mig hiy? Thoſe that never troubled themſely 
about Religion, are the proſperous Men, andi 
in the mean while ſuffer Want: as gocd gin 
over driving the Trade cf Religion, if this bei 
my Reward. This is a fore Tentation, and d 
it prevails; Arheifm is the Fruit that grows onliiithe * 
of the Blofſom of Diſcontent. | my | 
Oh chen, behold che Excellency cf Conten:Wiill 
ment; it doth repel this Tentation. If God be com 
mine, ſaith the contented Spirit, it is enough; Diſc 
though I have no Lands or Tenements, bis Smile fort 
makes Heaven ; Hy Loves are better than Wine: Bre: 
Retter # the Gleanings of Ephraim, than ibi treb 
Vintage of Aliezer, Judg. 8. 2. I have little i" ſucl 
Hand, but much inaHope ; my L zvelsbood is ſhort, i den 
but this is his Promiſe, even eternal Life, 1 John cent 
2.25. I am purſued by Malice ; bur berter is 7 
perſecuted Godlineſs than proſperous Wickednels, Wl the 
Fug Divine Contentment is a ſpiritual Antidote a fi 
both againſt Sin and Tenratio, | 


the 
3 6 tentment ſweerens every Condition. blo 
Chriſt turned the Water into Wine, ſo Content-W in 


— 


Divine Contentment. 7 
ent turns the Water of Marah into ſpiritual 


ine. Have I but /:iz:/e > yer it is more than I 
Wan deſerve or challenge. This Modicum is in 


al egacy of Free Grace: A ſmall Preſent ſent 
rom a King is highly valued : This lietle I have 
with a good Conſcience. Tis not ffolen Wa- 
er ; Guilt bath not muddied or poiſoned it; ir 
ans pure. This little is a Pledge of more; this 
Bic of Bread is an Earneſt of that Bread which 
| ſhall eat in the Kingdom of God. This little 
ater in the Cruſe, is an Earneſt of that Heaven- 
Nectar which ſhall be diftill'd from the true 


, 


ö 
gg. Do I meer with ſome Croſſes? my Com- 
ort is, if they be heavy, I have not far to go; 
tall but carry my Crots to Go(gotha, and there 
call leave it; My Croſs is light in regard of 
the Weight of Glory, Hark Goa taken away 

my Comforts from me ? tis well the Comforter 


ſtill abides. Thus Content ment as an Honey- 
comb drops Sweetneſs into every Condition. 
Diſcontent is a Leaven that ſowers every Com- 


bort; it puts Aloes and Wormwood upon the 


Breaſt of the Creature, it leſſens every Mercy, it 
trebbles every Croſs; but the contented Spirit 
ſucks Sweetneſs from every Flower of Provi- 
dence, it can make a Treacle of Peiſon. Con- 
tentation is full of Conſolation, © 5 

7. Contentment hath this Excellency, it is 
the beſt Commentator upon Providence; it makes 
a fair Inrepre þ .:;Let 


* 


the Providences of God be never ſo dark ar 


ercy ; tis the Fruit of Chrift's Blood; tis the 


bloody, Comtentment doth conftrue them ever 
in the deſt Sence, I may ſay * 
ds E 4 ue 
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file of Charity, It thinks no Evil, 1 Cor. 1; 

Sickneſs (ſaith Cortentment) is God's Furnz 
to refine his Gold, and make it ſparkle the mon 
the Priſon is an Oratory, or Houſe of Praye 
What if God melts away the Creature from mel 
he ſaw perhaps my Heart grew too much 
love with it; had I been too long in that 
Paftnre, I ſhould have ſurfcired ; and the bete 
my Eſtate had been, the worſe my Soul woull 
have been. God is wiſe; he hath done this, e 
ther to prevent ſome Sin, or to exerciſe ſom 
Grace. What a bleſſed Frame of Heart is thi 
A conrented Chriftian is an Advocate for Gu 
againſt Unbelief and Impatience : Whereas Dif 
content takes every thing from God in the work 
Sence ; it doth implead and cenſure God: Thi 
Evil I ſeei is but a Symptom of greater Evil: 
Gad is about to undo me; The Lord hath brought 
us hit her into the Wilderneſs to flay us, Numb, 
20. 4. The contented Soul takes all well, and 
when his Condition is never ſo bad, ke can (ay 
Tet God & goed, Plal. 73. 1. | I 


er. . 


The Second Argument to Content ation. 


The Second Argument, or Motive to Content 
ment, is, a Chriſtian hath that which may make 
him Content. 3 os 10 

1. Hath not God given thee Chriſt > in bim 
there are umſearchable Riakhes, Eph. 3. 1. He it 
uch a golden Mine of Wiſdom and Grace, that 
all the Saints and Angels can 4 


_— — — — — —„-— 


Contentment. 91 
dottom ; as Seneca ſaid to his Friend Pohle, 
ever complain of thy hard For tune, as long as 
efaris thy Friend: So L ſay co 4 Believer, ne- 
er complain as long as Chriſt li thy Fiend: He 
an inriching -Pearly a ſparkling Diamond, the 
finite Luſtre of his Merits makes us ſhine in 
od's Eyes, Eph. 1. 7. in him there is both Fulnef 
nd Sveeeneſi ; be is ineſſabiſe bonum. Serve up 
our Thoughts to the higheſt Achmeland Pinacle, 


rere them to the utmoſt Periody let chem ex- 
Witiate to their full Latitude and Extent; yer 
ey fall infinirely ſhort of thoſe ineffable and in- 
Wxhauſtible Treaſures which are locked bp in 
eas Chrift : And is not here enough to give the 


zou] Content? A Chriſtian that wants Nereſſaries, 
et having Chrift, he hath the one thing meedful. 


1. Thy Soul is exerciſed and enathell d wirt 
e Graces bf the Spirit; and isnor here epbugh 
iy give Contentment > Grace i of a:divine Birth; 


x is the new Plantation; it is the Flower of che 
eaveniys-Paraclilc.z it is the Embroider * of the 
ſpirit ; tis ehe Seed of God, 1 John 3. 9. tis Ee 
hoed Unct ion, 1 for. 2. 27. us C beift's Portra i- 
ure in the Soul; tis tbe very Feundatien on 
hich che Superſtru cture of Glory is laid. O, of 
what irffinire- Value is Grace! What * Jewel 
s Faith! well may it be call d precions Faith, 
Pet. t. 12 Wat is Love, bur à divine Spar- 
le in the Son} ? A Soul beautified Wh Grace! 
$ like. a Rabm riclity hung with Arras, or 
apeſtry, or che Firmament beſpangled with 
plirtring Stars. The ſe are che vile: Riches, Luke 
16. Pie which <cannor\ ſtand with Reprobation; 
d is nat here enough to give the Soul Centenc 
„ n Aol. 
38 neee | 


. —_ 


n 
ment What ace all other Things, but like the 
Wings of a Butter- fly, curiouſly painted ? b. 


they defile our Fingers. Earthly Riches, ſai 7 
Aug uſt ine, are full of Poverty; ſo indeed they an 
For, 1. They cannot enrich the Soul; Oſtentime Th 


under filken Apparel, there is a thred-bare Sou 
2. Theſe are corruptible : Riches ant not for ne © 
as the wiſe Man ſaith, Prev.27.24. Heaven 
Place where Gold and Silver will not go; a | 
liever is rich cowards God, Luke 12.21. why tt 
art thou diſcontented ? Hath not God given th 
that which is better than the World? What 
he doth not give thee the Box, if he gives the 
the Jewel? What if he denies thee Farthing 
if he pays thee in-a better Coin ? he gives the 
Gold, vix. ſpititual Mercies. What if the #/ 
ter in the Bottle be ſpent? thou haſt enough 
rhe Fountain: What need he complain of ut 


World's Emprinef, that bath God's Fulnefi 2 Tit 
Lord is my Pertion, Plal. 16. 5. ſaith David, be 

let the Lines fall where they will, in a /ick H Tt 
or Prifon 3. I will ſay, The Lines are fallen: uſe 
me in pleaſant Piaces; gra, I hade 4 grodly Hen ef hi 
. 3. Art thou nat Heir to xll che Ptomites i. 1 · 
kaſt thou no# a Revetfian of Heaveni? WI ro 
han letteſt go thy Hold of natural Life, art iboi be c 
not ſare of eternal Life? Hath not God give de lo 


thee the Rarneſt and Firſt- fruits of Glory 7 Is ü 
here eneugk in work the Heart to Conrentmeit? 
Mat thauphſome have 4 Fraugle 
Of Cloves and-Nutmegs, and in Cinamon fail? End 
If thou halt wherewithial to fpice 4 Draught 2 

Men Griefs prevail, YT; T AP 11 
And for the future time art Heir © | 

To eb Iſie of Spices, it wot fair SECT. 


P 


ntment. 8. 
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The Third Argument to Content ation. 


The third Argument is, Be Content, for elſe 
xe confute our own Prayers; We pray, Thy Hi 
be done : It is the Will of God that we ſhould be 
ſuch a Condition; he hath decreed ir, and he 
ſees ic beſt for us: Why then do we murmur, and 
re diſcontented at that which we pray for ? Ei- 
ber we are not in goed Earneſt in our Prayer, 
hich argues Hypocrifie, or elſe we contradict our 


elves, which argues Fd. 
STS 8. 
The Fourth Argument to Contentation. 


The fourth Argument to Contentmene is, be- 

uſe now God hath his End, and Satan miſſech 

AH his End. | 791 | «IH WS?! oth, | 

1. God hatb ha End. God's End in all his croſs 

Providences, is ro bring the Heart ro ſubmit and 

ee content; and indeed this pleaſed God much, 

de loves to ſee his Child ren ſatisfied wick that Por- 

ion he dach carve and allot them. It contents 

bim to ſee us: contented: Therefore let us aequi- 

* in God's Providence; Now God hath his 

_. a 1 

2. Satan miſſeth of by End, The End why the 

Devil (though by God's Permiſſion) did (mire Fob, 
2 


makes the Devil a Eon fue ; Tis a kind of Her 


1 
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in his Body and Eſtate, was to perplex his Mind 
he did vex his Bod) on purpoſe, that he might 
diſquiet his Spirit. He hoped to bring ob im 
a Fit of Diſcontenr ; and then, that he would i 
a Paſſion break forth againſt God; bur J 
being ſo well contented with his Condition, 


— 


4 


that he falls eo bleging of God, he did now du T. 
appoint Satan of his Hope. The —_— cant tian 
ſeme if you into Priſon, Rev. 2. 16. Why doi be a 
rhe Devil throw us into Priſon ? It is not fo mud the 1 
the hurting our Body, as the moleſting our Mind denc 


that he aims at; he would impriſon our Coneent 
ment, and diſturb the regular Motion of our Souls 
this is his Deſign: "Tis not ſo much the putting 
us into a Paſſion, that he attempts; but by holy 
Contentation, Satan loſeth his Prey, he millet 
of his End. The Devil hath oft deceived us; 
the beſt way to deceive him, is by Contentatin 
in the midſt of Tentation; our Contentment wi 
diſcontent Saran. Oh, ler us not gratifie our B 
nemy. Diſcontent is the Devils Delight ; nol 
u is as he would have it, he loves to warm him- 
ſelf at the Eire of our Paſſrons. Repenzance ist 
Joy of the Angels, and Diſcentent is the Joy of th 
£6vils: As the Devil dancerh at Diſcord; ſo he 
$ngs at Diſcoment. The Fire of our Paſſion 


to F 


ven to him v9 ſee us torturing our ſelves wich our 
oνn Troubles; but by holy Contentment we fru- 
ſtrate higngf-his Purpoſe; and do as it were put 
bim out af Countenanſgee. 


SECT. 
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The Fifth Argument t0 Context ation. 


The next Argument is,by Contentment a Chri- 
ſtian gets a Victory over h:mſelf : Fora Man to 
be able to rule his own Spirit, this of all others is 
the moſt noble Conqueſt, Prov. 16. 32. Paſſion 
denotes Weakneſs; to be diſcontented is ſuitable 
to Fleſh and Blood ; but ro be in every State con- 
tent; reproached, yet content; impriſoned, yet 
content ; this is above Nature; this is ſome of 
dat holy Valour and Chivalry, which only. a 
Divine Spirit is able to infuſe. In the midſſ of 
ce aAffronts of the World, to be pat ĩent, and in the 
Changes of the World to have the Spirit calmed; 
this is a Conqueſt worthy indeed of the Garland 
of Honour, Holy Job deveſted and turned our 
all, leaving his Scariet, and embracing the Dung · 
bi (a ſad Cataſtrophe) yet he had leatned Con- 
tentment. Tis ſaid, He fell upon the ground and 
worſhipped, Job 1, 20. One Would have 
ebe ſnoulct have fallen upon the Ground: and M 
emed; No, he fell and worſb:aptd. He adored 
* 


of Grace ; here was an humble Submiflion,yer a 
noble. Conqueſt; be gor the Victory over bim 
ſelf. . Tis no great matter far a Mam toiyield to 
his on Paſſions, chis is facile and feminine) bm 
— in denying of humſelſ, this is 

e TEINS ˙² uw 010-6 20m... 
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God's Juſtice and Holineſs; bebold the Streng q 


The Sixth Argument to Contentation. Chu 


The fixth great Argument to work the Heanſ whi 
to Contentment, is the Conſideratien that all puts 
God's Providences, how croſs or bloody ſoe ver Virg 
ſhall do a Believer Good; And we know that all 1: £/ 
things work together for Good to them that leve God, Goc 
Rom. 8. 28. Not only al good things, bur all «MW cio 
wil things, work for Good ;* and ſhall we be di. Jer. 
conrented at that which works for our Good? ple, 
Suppoſe our Troubles are twiſted together, and i lem 


fadly accented, as the Poet deſcribes it: lift 
Lirtera quot conchas, quat amena Roſaria flores, like 
Quoꝛ ve ſoporiferum grana papaver habet, {1 

Siva feras quot alit, quot piſerbus unde natatur, Gor 
Ee tenerum penis dera pulſat avis: Ple 

| Jiu premsr adverfis, Ge. Ovid, 1 


What if Sicknefs, Poverry, Reproach, Law-ſuin, inte 
Ge. do unite and muſter their Forces againft us? 41 
Au all work for Good; our Maladie , ſhall be 
our Adedicizes: And ſhall we repine at that which 
ſhallrandoubredly do us Good? Unto the Upr 
ert ariſech Light in Darkneſs,” Pfalz 12. 4. N. 
ſlicdion may be baptized Afarad 7 tis hbirter but 
| Phyſical, Becauſe this is ſa fail of: Comſort, and 
may be a moſt excellent Carbolicom againſt Di- 
content, I ſhall a little expatiate. 2 5 
Que#. It will be enquired how the Evils of 
Agiction work for Good?  - ðͤ 
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Several Ways: | 
* ies teach us: The 


They are diſci limary, 

Plalmi —baving * elegantly deſcribed the 
Church's Trouble, P/al. 74. prefixeth a Title to 
it, which ſignifies a Pſalm giving Inſtruction, that 
which ſeals up Inſtruftion, works for Good. God 
puts us ſometimes under the Black Rd; but it is 
Virga Diſciplinary, a Rod of Dilcip line: Hear 
Je the Rod, and who hath appointed it, "Micah 6.9. 
God makes gur Adyerſity gur Univerſity. Affli- 
Qion is a Preacher; Blow the Trumpet in Tekoab, 
Jer. 6. 1. The ras 1 oa — rhe Peo- 
le, as appears Verſe 6. Be thou in O Jeru- 
E times God ſpeaks to the Miniſter to 


liſt up = dice like a Trumpet, Iſai. 38. 1. and 


here he (peaks ro the Trumpet, to lift up irs. Voice 


like a Miniſter. Afflictions teach 

1. H Kaye, commonly alle rank, NOS proud; 
K 48 od qrroſives to eat out the proud 
Fleſh, - Chriſt is a 155 of the Vallies,Cant.2. 
1. be dell Ils in an humble Heart; God brings us 
into the 
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bare” ho to brew them 
l are mpared ro 
Es prick the 
Man — 4 at ano- 
e 
c 

- our rhe 3 of 
Pride; and ſhall that which makes us humble, 
wake us diconterged ? 


Tears, that he may 275 1 I . 
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KHFvypocrites will not fail in a Storm, true 
ace holds out in the nter. ſeaſon. That is a 
cio Faith, which like the Stars, ſhine bright- 
"Wi in rhe darkeſt Night. Tis good that our 
"Wrcaces ſhould be brought to a Trial, thus we 
aye the Comfort, and the Goſpel he Honour: 
nd why then diſcontented? | 
3. Afflictions they are expurgatory, theſe Evils 
ork for Good, becauſechey work our Sin: And 
all I be diſcontented at his? What if I have 
ore Trouble, if I have lefs Sin? The brighteſt 
Day hath irs Clonds, the pureſt Gold its Drols, 
e moſt refined Soul hath {ome Lees of Corrup- 
on. The Saints lofe nothing in the Furnace, 
ut what they can well ſpare, ehezr Droſi ; Is not 
ns for our Good? Why then ſhould we mur- 
ur? I am come to ſend Fire on the Earth, Luke 
2, 9. Tertullian underſtands it of the Fire of Af- 
ian. God makes this like the Fire of the rhree 
bildren, which burned only their Bonds, and 
tthem at Liberty in the Furnace : So the Fire 
\ fiction ſerves to burn the Bonds of Iniquity : 
this therefore ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be pur- 
d; and this is all the Fruit, to take away his Sin, 
la. 27. 9. When Affliction or Death comes to a 
icked Man, it takes away his Sau; when. 1x 
pmesroa godly Man, it only takes away his Sin: 
$ there then any Cauſe why we ſhould be diſcon- 
ned 2 God ſteeps us in the briniſh Waters of 
fiction, that he may take out our Spots. Gods 
pple are his Husbandry, 1 Cor. 3.9. the Plough, 

g of the Ground kills the Worms, breaks: the 
ard Clods: God's Ploughing of us by Affliction, 
to kill the Weeds of Sin, his Harrow ing of us, 
P | 18 


— 


vo The Art of 
is to break the hard Clods of Impenirency, thu Water 
the Heart may be the fitter to receive the Seeds ain rhe 
Grace; and if this be all, why ſhould we be difWiſcon 
contenred ? | ructit 
4. Afflictions doth both exerciſe and increal 5. * 
Grace. | — mmec 
Firft, They exertiſe Grace: Affliction dothnoſt 3 
breath out Graces ? Every thing is moſt in ilffþ 
Excellency, when it is moſt in its Exerciſe. Ou 
Grace, though it cannot be dead, yer it may bp" 
aſleep, and hath need of awakening. What if 
dull thing is Fire when ir is hid in the Ember 
or the Sun when it is maſqued with a Cloud 
A fick Man is living, but not lively, Afflictic 
quicken and excite Grace. God doth not lo 
do ſee Grace in the Eclipſe. Now Faith pu 
forth irs pureſt and moſt noble Acts in times d 
Affliction: God makes the Fall of the Leaf tht 
Spring of our Graces, What if we arc more 
Ne, if Grace be more Active. | 
2. Afflictions do increaſe Grace: As the Wind 
ſerves to increaſe and blew up the Flame; fo d 
the windy Blaſts of Affliction augment and ble 
up our Graces : Grace ſpends in the Furnace, bu 
in is like the F/idow's Ol in the Cruſe, which dull 
increaſe by pouring out: The Torch when it 
beaten, burns brighteſt, ſo doth Grace when 1 
is exerciſed by Sufferings. Sharp Froſts nonril 
the good Corn, ſo do ſharp Afflictions Grace e t 
ſome Plants grow better in the Shade than f 
the Sun; as the Bay and the Cyprefſ: The Sali 
of Adverfity is better for Fade or: rhe Sun- un 
of Proſperity. Naturaliſts obſerve, that the Col 6. 
wore thrives better when it is watered with - b 
| a” * 


— 
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Vater than with freſh : ſo do ſome thrieve better 
In che ſalt Water of Affliction; and ſhall we be 
iccontented at that which makes us grow and 
ructifſie more? 55 

5. Theſe Afflictions do bring more of God's 
mmediate Preſence into the Soul. When we are 
ot aſſaulted, we ſhall be moſt aſſiſted. I will be 
b him in Trouble, Pſal. 91. 15. It connot be ill 
ich that Man with whom God is by his powerful 
Preſence in ſupporting, and his gracious Preſence 


in Trouble, not only ro beho/d us, but to up- 

ld us; as he was with Daniel inthe Lion s Den, 
nd the three Children in tbe Furnace. What if 
ve have more Trouble than others, if we have 
nore of God with us than others have? We ne- 
er have ſweeter Smiles from God's Face than 
ben the World begins ro look firange ; Thy 
tatutes bave been my Song:: Where, not when I 
as upon the Throne, bur 5» the Houſe of my Pi. 
ingge, Plal. 119. 54. Weread, The Lord was 
r in the Wind, nor in tbe Exrthquake, nor in the 


piritual Sence: When the Wind of Affliction 
ow upon a Believer, God is in the Wind; 
ben the Fire of Affliction kindles upon him, 
ad is in the Fire, viz. to ſanctiſie, to ſupport, to 
veeten. If God be with us, the Furnace ſhall 
turned into a Feſtival, rhe Priſon into a Pa- 
nadiſe, the Earthquake into a joyful Dance. Oh 
y fhould I be diſcontented, when I have more 
pf God's Company ); ' 
6. Theſe Evils of Affliction are for Good, as 
bey bring with them Certificates of prac 

| | ove, 


n {weetning the preſent Trial. God will be with 


— 


ire, 1 Kings 19. 11. bur in a metaphorical and 
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92 The Art of 
Love, and are Evidences of his ſpecial Favour 
Affliction is the Saint's Livery, tis a Badge and 
.Cognizance of Honour. That the God of Glon 
ſhould look upon a Worm, and take fo much 
notice of him, as to affl ct him rather than loſe 
him, is an nigh Act of Favour. God's Rod if 
Sceptrum Negale; a Serpter of Dignity 2 Fob call 
God's afil:Cting of us, bs mapnifying of us, Job? 
17. Some Mens Proſperity hath been their Sham 


— — — 


when others Affliction hath been their Crown, 7 
7. Theſe Afflictions work for our Good, b. 
cauſe they work for usa far more exceeding er Tl 


ef Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 71. That which works fx 
my Glory in Heaven, works for my Good; wi 
do not read in Seripture that any Man's Hon 
and Riches do work for him a Heigbt of Glu 
but Afflictions do; and ſhall a Man be diſconte 
ted at that which works for his Glory? The be 
vier the Weight of Affliction, the heavier ti 
Weight of Glory; not that our Sufferings do m 
rir Glory (as the Papiſts do wickedly glo(s) but 
though they are nor Caaſa, they are Via, they ar 
not the Cauſe of our Crown, yer they are it 

Way to it, and God makes us, as he did q 
Captain, perfect through Suff tring t, Heb. 2.1 


And ſhall not all this make us conrenged with N 
Condition? Oh I beſeech yau, look not vpo chin: 
the Es of Affliction but the Good. Aff iction 1, 
in Scripture are called Viſitations, ob, 7. 18. TigChri 
Word in the Hebrew, to viſit, is taken in a 3 Fi 


Senſe as well as a bad: God's Afflictions a che $ 

bur friendly Viſies; behold here God's Rod li quie 

A :ron's. Red ͤbloſoming, and Jonar hau s Roa, il Man 

bath Honey at the End of ic. Poverty ſhall tan Noſe 
es 0 


„ 
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Fin. fick Soul: O then inftead of murmaring and 

being diſconrenred, bleſs the Lord; hadſt thou not 
rer with ſuch a Rub in the way, thou mighreſt 
aye gone to Hell and never ſtopp d. 


S Ec r. VII. 


The Seventh Argument to Contentation. 2 


** 


The next Argument to Contentment is, Con- 
der the Evil of Diſcontent. Male. content hath 
a Mixture of Grief and Anger in it, and both 
heſe muſt needs raiſe a Storm in the Soul. Have 
ou not ſeen the Poſture of a fick Man? ſome- 


ie down, and when he is down, he is not quiet; 
fit he turns on one fide, and then on the other 
he is reſtleſs: This is juſt rhe Emblem of a dif- 
contented Spirit, the Man is nor ſick, yet he is 
never well; ſometimes he likes ſuch a Condition 
of Lite, and when he hath it, yer he is not plea- 
ſed, he is ſoon weary, and then another Conditi 

of Life: this is an Evil under the Sun. 


things: | 
8 The Sordidneſs of it, it is unworthy of a 
Chriſtian. | F 
a Firſt, It is unworthy of his Profe ſſion. It was 
[the Saying of an Heathen, Bear thy Condition 
WJ Quietly ; Neſce te eſſe Hominem, Know thou art a 
Man. So (ay, Bear thy Condition contentedly, 
Naſce te eſſe Chriſtianum, Know thou art a Clri- 
| ...* a; 


ur Sins; che Sickneſs of the Body ſhall cure a 


times he will fit upon his Bed, by and by he will 


Now the End of Diſcontent appears in three 
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ſtian. Thou profeſſeſt to live by Faith; whatl and 
not conteut? Faith is a Grace that doth ſab 
riate things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. Faith look 
beyond the Creature, it feeds upon Promiſes; 
Faith lives not by Bread alone, When the WaterſW'e 
is ſpent in the Boctle, Faith knows whither wi 
have recourſe; Now to ſee a Chriſtian dejected 
in the Want of . vifible Supplies and Recruin 
where is Faith? Ob, ſaith one, my Eſtate in the 
World is down :. Ay, and which is worſe, th 
Faith is down. Wilt thou not be contented, unlei 
God let down the Veſſel to thee, as he did to be 
ter, wherein were all manner of Beaſts of th 
Earth, and Fowls of the Air > Acts 10. 12, Mu 
you have firft and ſecond Courſe > This is lik 
Thomas, unleſs I put my Finger into the Print « 
the Nails, I will not believe, Joh. 20. 25. 8 
unleſs thou haſt a ſenſible Seeing of ourwar 
Comforts, thou wilt not be content. True Faith 
will truſt God where it canncr trace him, ani 
will adventure upon God's Bond though it hat 
nothing in View. You who are diſcontented be 
_ cauſe you have not all you would, ler me tell voi. 
either your Faith is a on Entity, or at beſt bu 
an Embrio, tis a weak Faith that muſt have Stil 
and Crutches to ſupport it: Nay, Diſcontent 
not only below Faith, bur below Reaſon : Why 
are you diſcontented? is ir becauſe you are dil 
poſſeſſed of ſuch Comforts > Well, and have jo 
not Reaſon to guide you? doth nar Realon cell 
you chat you are but Tenants at Will > and may 
not God turn you out when he pleaſe 2 You holy" 
not your Eſtate Fure, but Grats, not by a Iurid- es 
cal Right, but upon Fayour and Courteſie. 


2.1 


Divine Contentment. 5, 


2. It is unworthy of the Relation we ſtand in 
o God : a Chriſtian is inveſted wich the Tirle 
nd Priviledge of Sonſbi p, Epb. 1. 3. he is an 
eir of the Promiſe: Oh conſider the Lot of 
ree Grace is fallen upon thee, thou art nearly 
llied ro Chriſt, and of the Blood Royal, thou art 
dvanced, in ſome Sence, above the Angels: 
y then art thou, being the King's Sm, lean from 
Day to Day? 2 Sam. 13. 4. Why art thou diſcon- 
ented > Oh how unworthy is this; as if the 
eir to ſome great Monarch ſhould 4 
P and down, becauſe he may not pick ſuch a 
er. | 
3. Conſider the S:nfuneſs of ir, which appears 
in three things e = 
The Cauſes 
The Concomitants Y of it. 
ye Conſequences 3 
WW 1. Ic is fintul in the Cauſes; which are theſe: 
1. Pride. He that thinks highly of bis Deſerts, 
iſually efteems meanly of his Condition: a diſ- 
ontented Man is a proud Man, he thinks himſelf 
letter than others, therefore finds fault with the 
Vildom of God, that he is not above others. 
Thus the ching formed ſa ith to him that formed ir, 
hy haſt t hau made me thus? Rom. 9. 20. Wh 
im I not kigher ? Diſcontents are nothing ell 
bat che Æſtuations and Boilings over of Pride. 
2. The ſecond Cauſe of Diſcomenr is Envy, 
Dich Auguſtine calls Vitium Di abolicum, the Sin 
et the Devil: Satan envied Adam the Glory of 
18? <r4di/e, and the Robe of Innocency : he that en- 
{ics what his Neighbour bath, is never content- 
ad with that Portion whichGod's Providence doth 
Ji | r 
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parcel our ro him; as Envy ſtirs up Serife (i 
made the Plebeian Faction ſo ſtrong among thi 
Romans) ſo it creates Diſcontent : the enyiou 
Man looks to much upon the Bleflings which 
nother enjoys, that he cannot ſee his own Mercies 
and ſo doth continually vex and torture himſelf 
Cain envied that his Brother's Sacrifice was ac 
cepted, and his rejected, hereupon he was difccn 
tented, and preſently murderous Thoughts begu 
to ariſe in bis Heart. ; 3 
The third Cauſe is Coperouſneſſ, This is 
radical Sin. Whence are veximg Laweſuits, by 
tro n Ditcontent ? And whence is Diſcontent, bull 
from Covetouſneſs? Coneronſneſi and Contents 
neſs. cannot dwell inthe ſame Hearr. A4varice 
an Heluo, that is never ſatisfied. The ceyetou 
Man is like Behemoth; Bzhold he drinketh up 
River, he truſteth that he can draw up Jordan int 
by Month, Job 40. 33. There are four thing 
(ſaich Solomon) ſay, It 15 not enough. I may ad 
a fafrb, The Heart of a coveronp Man, he is ſtill o 
ving. Covetouſneſs is like a Wolf in the Brei 
which is ever feeding; and becauſe a Man is nt 
ſatisfied, he is never content. | 
4- The fourth Cauſe of Diſcontent is Jealouſe 
which is ſometimes occation'd rhro' Melancht 
ly, and ſometimes Milapprehenfion. The Spin 
of Jealouſie cauſeth this evil Spirit. Jealoulie 
the Rage of Man, Prov. 6. 34. and oft, this is 0 
thing but Saſpicion and Phancy ; yet ſuch as 
ares real Diicontent. 

5. The fiſch Cauſe of Diſcontent is Dijtuf 
which is a great Degree of Arheiſm. The dil 
contented Per ſon is ever diftruſtinl, The Hill: 

| "i 
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yoviſion grows low ; I am in theſe Straits and 
Wxigencies, can God help me? Can he prepare 4 


ble in the Miderneſ 2 (ure he cannor, My E- 


are is exhauſted, can God recruit me? My 


ends are gone, can God raiſe me up more? 
e the Arm of his Power is ſhrunk. I am like the 


hy #/:ece,can any Water come upon this Fleece 2 
the Lord would make IVindows in Heaven,miphe 
is thing be? 1 Kings 7. 2. Thus che Anchor of 
be, and the Shield of Faith being caſt away, 
2 Soul goes pining up and down. 


Diſcontent is nothing elſe but the Eecho of Un- 


Fier ; and remember Oiſtruſt is worſe chan Di · 
eſſ. | RY | 
2. Diſcontent is Evil in the Concomitants of ir, 
hich are two: 


1. Diſcontent is joyned with a ſullen Melancho- 


A Chriſtian of a right Temper, ſhould be e- 
r chearful in God; Serve the Lord with Glad - 


„ Plal. 100. 2. A fign the Oy! of Grace hart . 


en poured into the Heart, when the Oy! of 
adneſꝭ ſhines in the Countenance. Chearfulneſs 
dirs Religion; How can the diſcontented Per- 

be chearful 2 Diſcontent is a dogged ſullen 


umour ; becauſe we have not what we deſire. 


od ſhall not have a good Word or Look fron 
as the Bird in the Cage, becauſe ſhe is peur 
ud cannot flie in the open Air, therefore beats 
r {eli againſt the Cage, and is ready to kill her 
+ Thus that peeviſh Prophet, I do well to be 
gry to the Death, Jonah 4. | 
2. Diſcontent is accompanied with Unthenk- 


; becauſe we have not all we deſire, we 
er mind the Mercies which we have: we deal 
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with God as the Widow of Sarepea did wi 


the Prophet; the Prophet Elijab had been _g 
Means to keep her alive in the Famine ; fœ 142 
was for his ſake, that her Meal in the Barre! Rib 
| her Oy! in the Cruſe; failed not; but as ſoon m: 
ver her Son dies, ſhe falls into a Paſſion, and Main! 
gins to quarrel with the Prophet, Phat have Now 
do with thee, O thou Man of God 7 art thou cem Ind t 
call my Sin to remembrance, and to flay my S, fn 
»-Kings 17. 18. So ungratefully do we deal ui 3. 
God, we can be content to receive Mercies froſty cc. 
God, bur if he doth croſs us in the leaſt thing , 
thro Diſcontent, we grow touchy and imp 0d 
ent, and are ready to fly upon God. Thus 6 ay 
- Jofeth all his Mercies. We read in Scripruresh B. 
the Thank-offering, 2 Chron. 29. 30. the ¶ ente 
contented Perſon cuts God ſhort of this; the l , 
loſeth his Thank offering. A diſcontented (I de 
ſtian repines in the midſt of Mercies, as Aal. 
whe ſinn d in the midſt of Paradiſe. Diſcom ¶onte 
is a Spider that ſucks the Poifon of Unthani;; , 
neſs.out of the ſweeteſt Flower of God's Mal 
fings; and by a deviliſh Chymiſtry, extracts De h 
out of the moſt refined Gold. The diſcontem elf. 
Perſon thinks every thing he doth for God ms! 
and every thing God doth for him too little. I 3. 
what a Sin is Unthankfulneſs! it is an accum rar 
lative Sin; What Cicero faid of Parricide, In rey 
ſay of lugratitude, There are many Sins bo. 
up in this one Sin; it is a voluminous Wickede, 
and how fall of this Sin is Di/comtene 2 A dir p 
cented Chriſtian, becauſe he hath not all he wire | 
therefore diſhonours God with the Mech pr. 
which he hath, God made Eve out of 44Wriic. 
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Rib, ro be an He / per (as the Father ſpeaks) bur 
the Devil made an Arrow of this Rib, and fhor 
{dam to the Heart: So doth Diſcontent take the 
Rib of God's Mercy, and ungratefully ſhoot at 
im: Eftate and Liberry ſhall be employed a- 
Wzinit God; thus it is oftentimes. Behold then 
how Diſcontent and Ingratitude are inter woven 
nd twiſted one within another: thus Diſcontent 
5 finful in its Concomitants. 5 

3. It is finful in its Conſequences, which are 
hele : | I 

1. It makes a Man very unlike the Spirit of 
0d, The Spirit of God is a meek Spirit. The 
oly Ghoſt deſcended in the Likeneſs of a Dove; 
Dove is the Emblem of Meekneſs; a diſcon- 
ented Spirit is not a meek Spirit. 
2. It makes a Man like the Devil. The De- 
il deing ſwell'd with the Poiſon of Envy and 
alice is never content: Juſt fo is the Male- 
ontent: The Devil is an unquier Spirit, he is 
till wa ling about, 1 Pet. 5. 8. tis his Reſt to be 
alking. And herein is the diſcontented Perſory 
ke him; for he goes up and down vexing him 
elf, Sceking Reft and finding nane; he is the De- 
ils Picture. | — 

3. Diſcontent disjoynrs the Soul, it untunes the 
eart for Duty, I. any Man afflidted? let him 
ra), Jam. 5. 13. Bur, is any Man Aiſcontented >- 
low (hall he pray? Lift up pure Hands without 
Prath, 1 Tim. 5. 8. Difceatent is full of Wrath 
nd Paſſion: The Maie-content cannot lift vp 
ure Hands, he lifts up /-provs Hands, he poi ſons 
is Prayers: Will Cod accept of a poiſon'd Sa- 
ice > Ch teme compares Prayer to a fine 
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Garland: Thoſe, ſaich be, that make a Garlan 
their Hands had need be clean: Prayer is 


precious Garland, the Heart that makes ir ha 


need be clean: Diſcontent throws Poiſon into 


Spring (which was Death among the Roman; 
Diſcontent puts the Heart into.a Diſorder au 
Mutiny, and ſuch a one cannot ſerve the Lon 


wit bon Diſtraction. 3 
4. Diſcontent ſometimes unſits for the v. 


uſe of Reaſon; Jonah in a Paſſion of Diſconten 


Ipake no better than Blaſphemy and Nonſenſe 
Ido well, ſaith he, 20 be angry to the Death, Jo 
4. 8. What! to be angry with God? and 
die for Anger? ſure he did not know well wh 
he (aid. When Diſcontent tranſports, then lik 
Moſes, we ſpeak unadviſedly with our Lips. II 
Humour doth even ſuſpend the very Ads 
4 Reaſon. : | 5 : 

5. Diſcontent doth not only diſquier a Ma 

ſelt, but thoſe who are near them. This en 


Spirit troubles Families, Pariſhes, &c. If there i | 


but one String our of Tune, it ſpoils all the VM 
ek. One diſcontented Spirit makes Jarrings an 


Diſcords a mongſt others. Tis this ill Humo 


hat breeds Quarrels and Law-ſuits. Whence 
all our Content ion, but for want of Contentat in 
From whence come Mars and Fightings among 
come they not hence, even of your Luſts, Jam. 4. 
in 2 from this Luft of Diſcontent? Wh 
did Abſalom-raiſe a War againft his Father, an 
would have taken eff not only his Crown, but 
_ Head? was it not his Diſcontent? 4b/alom woul 
de King. Why did Abab ſtone Naboth 2 was it n0 
'Diſcoatent about rhe Vineyard > Oh this Den 
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WM Diſconcent ! Thus you have ſeen the Sinful- 
els of it. 
2. Conſi der the Simplicity of it: I may ſay a8 
* e Plalmiſt, Luely they are diſquieted in vain, Plal. 
„. Which appcars thus : 
Is it not a vain fimple thing to be troubled 
t che loſs of that which is in its own Nature pe- 
ning and changeable ? God hath put a Viciſſi- 
ude into the Creature; all the World rings 
hanges; and for me to meet with Inconſtancy 
ere. to loſe a Friend, Eſtate, to be in a conſtant 
luctuation, is no more than to ſee a Flower wi- 
her, ora Leatdrop off in Autumn. There is an 
ut mn upon every Comfort, a Fall of the Leaf; 
aw it is ext ream Folly to be diſcontented at the 
of of thoſe rhings which are in their own Nature 
ſeable. War Solomon ſaith of Riches, is true 
fall things under the Sun, They take Wings. 
Nhe Dove brought as» Olwve-branch in us 
Mouth; but pretently flew our of the Ark, and 
ever returned more: Such a Comfort brings to Ma 
s Honey in its Mouth, but it hath Wings; 
and to what Pur poſe ſhoald we be troubled, 
mleſs we had Wings to flie after and overtake 
it | | 

2. Diſcontent is an Heart- breaking; by Sorrow 
of tbe Hears the Spirit is broken, Prov. 1 5. 13. it 
takes away the Comfort of Life. There is none 
of us but have many Mercies if we can ſee them; 
now becauſe we have not all we deſire, therefore 
we will loſe the Comfort of that which we 
have already. Jonab having his Gourd ſmirren 
(a withering Vanity) was ſo diſcontenred, that 
he never chought af his miraculous Deliverance ' 
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out of rhe Whale's Belly; he takes no Comfon 
of his Life, bur wiſherh that he might die. What 
Folly is this? we muſt have all or none; herein 
weare like Children, that throw away the Piece 
which js cnt them, becauſe they may have no big: 
2er : Diſcontent eats out the Comſort of I ite, 
Bcfides, it were well, if it were ſericuſiy weigh: 
ed how prejudicial this is, even to our Health: 
For Diſcontent, as it doth diſcruciate the Mind, 
io it doth pine the ody; it frets as a Moth, 
and by waſting the Spirits, weakens the V. 
tals; the Pleuriſie of Diſcontent brings the 
Body into a Conſumption; and is nor this Fol 
is ? | 
of 3. Diicontent does nor eaſe us of our Burden, 
bur makes the Crois heavier, A contented Spi- 
rit goes chearfully under its AM.Ction, Diſcon. 
tent makes our Gricf as unſupportable, as it is un- 
reaſonable. If the Leg be well, it can endure x 
Fetter, and not complain; but if the Leg be ſore, 
then the Fetter troubles. Diſcontent of Mind is 
the Scre that makes the Ferters of Aftiction more 
arierous. Diſccntent troubles us more than the 
Trouble it (elf, it ſtee ps the Affliction in Worm- 
wood. When Chrift was upon the Croſs, the 
jews brought him Gal and F/negar to drink, that 
t might add to his Sorrow. Diſcontent brings 
ro a Man in AﬀMidtion, Gall and Vinegar ro 
drink; this is worſe than the Affliction it ſelf. 
Is it not Polly for a Man to imbitter his own 


Croſs ? | 


4. Diſcontent ſ pins out our Troubles the lon- 


ger. A Chriftian is diſcontented becauſe he 5; 


in Want; and therefore he is in Want, * 


he is d 
ec 
murm 
{our M 
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be is diſcontented ; he murmurs becauſe he is af- 

ed, and therefore he is affii&t:d becauſe he 
murmurs. Diſcontent dath delay and adjourn 
mr Mercies. God deals herein with us as we uſe 


o do with our Children; when they are quier 


and chearfol, they mall have any * bar if 
we lee them cry and fret, then we with-· hold frem 
them: We get nothing from God by our Diſcon- 


tent, but Blows, The mote the Child ſtruggles, 


the more it is beaten: When we ſtruggle with 
God by our ſinful Paſſions, he Goubies and trebles 
his Stroaks; God will tame oar curſt Hearts. 
Whar got {/ael by their Peeviſhneſs ? they were 
within eleven Days Journey of Canaan, and now 


they were diſcontented, and began ro murmur ; 


Gud leads them a March of forry Years long in 
the Wilderneſs. Is it not Folly for us ro adjourn 


dar own Mercies? Thus you have ſeen the Evil 


of Diſcontent. I have been long upon this Ar- 


gument, bur, Nunquam nimis dicitur, quod nun- 


quam ſatis dicitur. 
Sx cr. VIII. 
The Ei gh Argument to C ontent ation. 


The next Argument or Motive ro Contentment 


is this: Why is not a Man content with the Com- 
perency which he hath ? perhaps if he had more 
he would be leſs content; Covetouſneſs is a dry 


Drunkenneſs. The World is fuch, that the more 


we have, rhe more we crave ; it cannot fill rhe 


Heart of Man. When the Fire burns, bow do 


F & + you - 


( 


m4 FE + * 8 _ 
ZI Ä a OO . ————k⸗(ßß »A ĩ˙ il oe ene — 
- Aa0 


KM 


The Art ot 

you quench it? not by pouring Oil on the Flame, 
or lay ing on more Wood. but by with drawingthe 
Fuel. When the Appetite is inflam'd after Rich- 
es, how may a Man be {atisfied ? not by having 
juſt what he defires, but by with drawing the 
Fuel, &c. moderating and leſſening his Defires, 
He thar is contented hath enongh. A Man ina 
Fever or Dropfie,thirfts ; how do you ſatisfie him? 
not by giving him liquid things, which will in- 
flame his Thirſt the more, bur by removing the 
Cauſe, and io curing his Diſtemper. The way 
for a Man to be contented, is not by raifirg 
his Eſtate higher, but by bringing his Heart 
lower. 
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"The next Argument to Contentment is, The 
Shortneſi of Life. Ic is but a Va pur, ſa ith James 
James 4. 14. Life is a Wheel ever running. The 
Poeis painted Time with Wings, to ſhew the Vo- 
lubility and Swiftneſs of it. J-b compares it do 
4 ſwift Poſt, Job 9. 25. (our Life rides Poſt) and 
to a Day, not a Near, It is indeed like a Day: In- 
Funeyis as it were the Day-break, Youth is the Sun- 
riſing, Fall Growth is the Sun in the Meridian, 
Old Age is Sun-ſecting ; Sichneß is the Evevirg, 
then comes the Night of Death. How quickly 
is this Day of Life ſpent ? ofren:imes this Sun 


vening of old Age comes: Nay, ſometimes . 


goes down at Noon-day; Life ends before the E- 


Sun of Life ſets preſently after Sun-rifing : Quick 

ly after the Dawning of Infancy, the Night of 
Death approaches. Oh how - ſherr is the Life of 
Man! The Conſideration of the Brevity of Life 
may work the Heart ro Contentment. Remem 
ber thou art to be here but a Day; Parum vie, 
quid multum viatiei? Thou haſt but a ſhort Way 
to go, and what needs a long Proviſion for a a 
ſhort Way ? If a Traveller hath but enough to 
bring him to his Joarney's end, he deſires no more. 
We have but a to live, and perhaps we may 
be in the twelfth Hour ofthe Day ; why, if God + 
give us but enough to bear our Charges till Night, 
it is ſufficient : Let us be content. If a Man 
bad the Leaſe of an Houſe or Farm, but for twWo 
or three Days, and he fhould fall a Building and 
Planting, would be not be judged very indiſcreet ? 
So when we bave but a ſhort time here, and 
Death calls us preſently off the Stage, to thirſt 
immoderately after the World and pull down our 
Souls ta build up an Eſtate, is it not extream Fol- 
ly? Therefore as Eſau {aid once in a ese 
Sence, concerning his Birth. right, Lo, I a at e&e-. © 
Point to die, and what Profit ſhall this Bireh=right 5 97 
do to me So let a Chriſtian ſay in a religzaus .. ij 
Sence, Lo, Iam even at the Point of Death, , 
Giave is going to be made, and what good Nit 
the World do me ? If I have but enough>mil. 
dun- ſett ing, | am content. | EIS 
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The Tenth Argument to Contentation, 
The tenth Argument or Motive to Contentment 


Condition. There are in a proſperous Eſtate 
Three things : | - 
1. Plus Moleſtiz, more Trouble. Many who 
have Abundance of all thirgs to enjoy, yet have 
not ſo much Content and Sweetneſs in their Live: 
as ſome that go to their hard Labour. Sad ſo- 
licitous Thoughts do often attend a proſperous 
Cond ir1on. Care is the ma'us Genius, or evil Spi- 
rit which haunts the rich Man, and will not ſu 
him to be quiet. When his Cheft is full of Gold, 
his Heart is full of Care, eithef how to manage,or 
how to increaſe, or how to ſecure what he hath 
gotten. Oh the Troubles and Perplexities that 
do wait upon Proſperity! The World's high Seats 
are very uueaſie: Sun ſhine is pleaſant; bu: 
ſometimes ir ſcorcheth with its Heat: The Bee 
gives Honey, but fomerimes it tings. Proſperity 
hath irs Sweerne(s, and alſo its Sting. Competen- 
ey with Centen: ment n far more eligible, Never 
did Jacob fleep better than when he had the Hez- 
vens for his Canopy, and a hard Stone for his 
Pillow. A large voluminous Eſtate is but like a 
long trailing Garment, which is more crouble- 
tome than uſeful, 

2. In a proſperous Condition there is plus Pe- 
riculi more Danger, and that two. ways: 


Firſt, 


is, Conſider ſeriouſly the Nature of a proſperous 


10 
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Firſt, Ex parte ipſius, in reipect of a Man's 
ſelf. The rich Man's Table is oft his Snare; he is 
ready to ingulph himſelf too deep in theſe ſweet 
Waters. In this Senſe it is hard to know how to - 
abound, It muſt be a ſtrong Brain that bears hea · 
dy Wine; he had need to ha ve much Wiſdom and 
Grace, that knows how to bear an high Condi- 
tion: either he is ready to kill himſelf with Care, 
or ſurfeit himſelf with luſcious Delights. Oh 


the Hazard of Honour, the Damage of Dignity ! * 


Pride, Security, Rebellion, are the three Worms 
that breed of Plenty, Deut. 2. 15. The Paſtures - 
of Proſperity are rank and ſurfeiring : How 
ſoon are we broken upon the ſoft Pillow of Eaſe ? 
Proſperiry is often a Trumpet that ſounds a Re- 


treat, it calls Men off from the Purſuit of Religi- | 


on. The Sun of Proſperity oft dulls and puts out 
the Fire of Zeal, How many Souls bath the 
Pleuriſie of Abundance kill'd 2 They that will be 
rich, fall into Snares, 1 Tim. 6. 10. The World 
is Birdlime at our Feet, it is full of golden Sands, ä 
but they are Quick-/ands, Proſperity, like ſmooth 
Jacob, will lupplant and betray; a great Eſtate 


without much Vigilancy, will be a Tbief ro rob 
us of Heaven; lach as are upon the Pinnacle ß ⁵ 


Honour, are in moſt Danges of falling. 


Sepius ventis agitatur ingen: 
Pinus, & ceſæ graviore caſu 
De cidunt turres, feriuntque ſummos 
Fulmina mentes, &. | 
Hor. Carm, l. 2. Ode ro. 
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A lower Eſtate is leſs hazardous. The little Pin- 


nace rides fate by the Shore, when the gallant 
Ship advancing with irs Maſt and Top: ſail is caſt 


away : Homo viftus in Paradiſo, victor in ſtercore; 
Adam in Paradiſe was overcome, when Job on 
rhe Dung-hill was a Conqueror. Sampſon fell a- 


fleep on Dalilabs Lap: Some have fallen aſleep 


on the Lap of Eaſe and Plenty, that they have 
never awaked till they have been in Hell. The 
World's fawning is worſe than its frowning ; and 
ir is _ ro 2 8 ſmiles, than when 
ir thunders. Proſperity in Scriprure is compared 
ro a Candle, Jeb 29. 3. When bis Candle ſhin'd 


upon my Head. How many haveburnt their Wings 


about this: Candle! Segetem ubertes nimia ſternit, 


rami onere franguntar, ad maturitatem non perde. 
_ 7 nimia facunditas: Phe Corn being over-ripe 
= ſheds, and Fruit when it mellows, begins to rot; 


When Men do mellow with che Sun of Proſperity, 
commonly their Souls begin to rot with Sin: Hep 


| bard is it for a rich Man to enter intotbe Kingdom 
of Heaven, Luke 18. 24. His golden Weights | 


— from aſcending vp the Hill of God; and 
ſhall not we be centerr, though we are placed in 
a lower Orb? What if we are nor in ſo much 


| Bravery and Gallantry as others ? we are not in 
ſo much Danger; as we want the Honour of the 
World, fo the Temptations. Oh the Abundance 
of Danger that is in Abundance ! We fee by com- 
mon Experience, that Lunaticks, when the Moon. 


is declining, and in the Wane, are ſober enough; 
bur when i is in the Full, they are more wild and 
exorbitant. When Mens Eſtates are in the Wane, 


they are mcte ſerious about their Souls, more 


Hume 
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humble; bur when it is the Full of the Moon, and 
they have Abundance, then their Hearts _ to 
ſwell with their Eſtates, and are ſcarce themſelves. 
Thoſe that write concerning the ſeveral Cli mates; 
obſerve, that ſuch as live in the Northern Parts of 
the World, if you bring them into the South Part, 
they loſe their Stomacks, and die quickly; but 
thoſe that live in tbe more hot Southern Climates, 
bring them into the North, and their Stomacks 
mend, and they are long - liv d. Give me leave to 
apply it, Bring a Man from a cold ſtarving Cli- 
mate of Poverty, into the hot Southern Climate of 
Proſperity, and he begins to loſe his Appetite to 
good-rhings, he grows weak, and a thouſand to 
one if all his Religion doth not die; bur bring a 
Chrifttan from the South to rhe North, from a 
rich flouriſhing Eſtate into a jejune la Condi- 
tion, let him come into a more cold and hun 
Air, and then his- Stomack mends, he hath a bet- 
ter Apperice to heavenly things, he hangers more 
after Chriſt, he thirſts more for Grace, he eats 
more at one Meal of the Bread of Lite than ar 
fix before; this Man is now like to live and hold 
out his Religion: Be content then with a , 
dicum, if you have but enough to pay for your 
Paſſage to Heaven, it ſufficerh. | 
2. A proſperous: Condition is dangerous, ex 
parte vicini, in regard of others: A great E- 
tate for the moſt part draws Envy to it, Gem. 26. 
12, 13, 14, Whereas in parvis quies: David a 
Shepherd was quiet; but David 4 Courtier was 
purſued by his Enemies: Envy cannot endure a a 
a pn ; an envious Man knows not how to 
ive but upon the Ruin of. his Neighbcur ; he 
rai- 
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raiſeth himſelf higher, by bringing others lower, — 
Proſperity is an Eye- ſore to many. Such Sheep 
as have moſt Wool are ſooneſt fleec d. The bar- 
ren Tree grows peaceably; no Man medd les 
with the Ach or Willow, but the Apple - tree and 
Damaſin ſhall have many rude Suitors. Oh then 
be content to carry a leſſer Sail; he that hath 
leſs Revenues, hath leſs Envy ; ſuch as bear the 
faireſt Fronteſpiece, and make the greateſt Shew Mf* 
in the World, are the Mhite for Envy and Malice 
to ſhoot at. 
3. A proſperous Condition hath in it Plus Recen- 
fionis, a greater Reckoning; every Man muſt be 
reſponſible for bis Talents, Thou that haſt great 
Poſſeſſions in the World, doſt thou trade thy E- 
ſtate for God's Glory? Art thou rich in good 
Works a dyagpy ? Grace makes a pri vate 
| Perſon a common Geed. Doſt thou disburſe thy 
Monty for Publick Uſes ? It is lawful (in this 
Senſe) to put our our Money ro Ute, Oh ler us 
all remember an Eſtate is a Depcſitum : We are 
bar Stewards, and our Lord and Maſter will ere 
long ſay, Give an Account of your Stewaraſbip 
the greater Ejzate, the greater our Charge; the 
more our Revenues, the more our Reckonings, 
You that have a leſſer Mill going in the Word, 
be content, God will expect leis ſrcom you, where 
he hath ſowed more ſparingly. 
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81 e r. Xl. 
The Eleventh Argument to Content ation. 


The eleventh Argument is the Example of 
thoſe who have been eminent for Contentation: 
Examples are uſually more forcible than Precepes. 
Abraham being call d out to hot Service, and ſuch 
as was againſt Fleſh and Blood, was content: God 
bids him offer up his Son Iſaac, Gen. 22. 2. this 
was a great Work : Iſaac was Filius Senectutis, 
the Son of his old Age; Filius Dilectiamis, the Son 


of his Love; Filius Promiſſi, the Son of the Pro- 


miſe: Chriſt the M.ſiab was to come of his Line, 
In Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be bleſfed; fo that to offer 
up T/aac ſeem'd not only to oppoſe Abrabam's Rea- 
fon, but his Faich too; for if ac die, the World 
for ought he knew) muſt be without a Mediator, 
Beſides, if Iſaac be facrific'd, was there no other 
Hand to do it but Abraham's muſt the Father 
needs be the Executioner? muſt he that was the 
Inſtrument of giving I/aac his Being, be the In. 

ſtrument of raking it away ? Yet .{vrabam doth 
nor diſpute or hefirare, but believes againſ Hope, 
and is content with God's Preicription. So, when 
God call'd him to leave his Counery, Heb. 11. 8. 
he was content. Some would have argued thus: 
What ? leave all my Friends, my native Soil, my 
brave Scituation, and go turn Pilgrim? Alrabam 
is content: befides Abraham went blind fold, he 
knew not whether he went, Verſe 8. God held 
him in Suſpenſe, he muſt go wander he knows | 


. 
of 
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not Where ; and when he doth come to the Place 
SGod had laid out for him, he knows not what 
Oppoſition he ſhall meet with there; the World 
doth ſeldom caſt a favourable Aſpect upon Srran- 
ers, Gen. 31. 1 5. yet he is content, and obeys; He 
fojourned in the Land of Promiſe, Heb. 11. 9. Be- 
hold a little his Pilgrimage: Firſt, he. goes to 
| Charran a City in Meſopotamia ; when he had ſo 
jourmed there a while, his Father dies ; then he 
removes to Sichem, then to Berblem in Canaan; 
there a Famine ariſeth, then he went doven to E- 
Obe, after that he returns into Canaan; when he 
came there (tis true, he had a Promiſe) bur he 
found nothing-ro anſwer Expectation; he had 
not there one Foot of Land, but was an Exile; 
in this time of his ſojourning he buried his W- ife; 
and as for his Dwellings he had no ſumprueus 
Buildings, but led his Life in poor Cottages: all 
this was enough to have broken any Man's Heart. 
Abrabam might think thus with himſelf: Is this 
the- Land I muſt poſſeſs? here is no Probability 
of any Good; all things are againſt me: Wells is 
he diſcontented? No, God ſaich ro him, Abraham, 
go leave thy Country; and this Word was enouęh 
to lead him all the World over, he is preſently 
upon his March: Here was a Man had learned 
to be content. But ler us deſcend a little lower, 
to Heathens : ⁊eno (of whom Seneca ſpeaks) Who 
had once been very rich, hearing of a Shipwrack, 
and that all his Goods were drowned at E. F- 
tune, ſaith he, (he ſpake in an Heathen Dialect) 
hath dealt well with me, and would have me non. 
to ſtudy Philoſophy: He was content to change bis 
Courie of Lite, ro leave off being a — | 
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and turn Philoſopher. And if an Heathen faid 
bus, ſhall not a Chriftian much more fay,wien 
the World is drained from him, uber Deus Mun- 
dum derelinquere & Chriſtum expeditiusſequi ; Grd 
would have me leave off following the World, 
and ſtudy Chriſt more, and how to get to Heaven. 
Do I fee a Heathen contented, and a Chriſtian 
diſquieted? How did Heathens vilifie thoſe things 
which Chriſtians magnifie > Though they knew 
not God, or what true Happineſs meant, yet 
would ſpeak very ſublimely of a Numen or Deiry, 
and of che Life to come, as Aiſtocle ard Plato; 
and for thoſe El ſian Delights which they did 
but fancy, they undervalued and contemned the 
things here below; it was the Doctrine they 
taught their Scholars, and which ſome of them 
practiſed, that Men ſheuld ſtrive to be-contented 
with a little; they were willing to make an Ex- 
change; to have leſs Gold and more Learning 
nd ſhall not we be content then to have leſs of 
he World, ſo we may have more of Chriſt 2 May 
not Chriſtians bluſh ro ſee Heathens content with 
a Viaticum, ſo much as would recruit Nature; 
and to ſee thernſeves fo tranſported with the Love- 
if earthly things ? that if they began a litile to a- 
date, and the Bz/! of Proviſiun grows ſhort, they mur- - 
nur, and are like Micah, Have ye taken away ] 
wds, and do you ang me what 41/2 Judg. 18.24 
ve Hearhevs gone ſo far in Contentation, ard 
x it not {ad for us to come ſhort of them that 
ame ſhort of Heaven ? Theſe Heroes of their 
me, how did they embrace Death it ſelf 2 So- 
ates died in Priſon, Hercules was burnt alive, 
4e (whom Seneca calls the lively Image and 


Par- 
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Portracture of Verrue) thruſt through wich a 
Sword: But how bravely, and with what Con. 
tentment of Spirit did they die? Sha! I, faith Se. 

neca, weep for Cato or Regulus, or the ret of thoſe i The 
Vortbies that died with fo much Valour and Pati. 

ence2 Did nat croſs Providence make them to 

alter their Countenance? and do I fee a Chriſtian The 
appalled and amazed? Did not Death affright late. 
them? ard doth ir diſtract us? Did the Spring. Nets 
head of Nature riſe fo high? and ſhall net Grace, WM" Ec 
like the Haters of the Santluny ri e higher? We WMP). 
that pretend to live by Faich, may we nor got i." 
School to them who had no other Pilot but Rea- it 10 
ſon to guide them? Nay, let me come a Step > h 
lower, to Creatures void of Reaſon; we ſee every 
Creature is contented with its Allowarce-; the 
Beaſts with their Provender, the Birds with cheir 
Neſts, they live only upon Providence; and ſhall 
we make our {elves below them? Let a Chriſtizn 
go to Schoal to the Ox and the Als, to learn Con. 
tentedneſs; we think we never have enough, and 
are ſtill laying up; the Fowls of the Air do not 
lay up, they reap not, nor gather into Barns, Mat. WW" d 
6. 26. It is an Argument which Chriſt brings to 
make Chriſtians contented with their Condition: 
The Birds do nor lay up, yer they are provided 
for, and are contented ; Are ye not (fairh Chriſt) 
much better than they 2 But if you are diſcontent: 
ed, are ye not much worſe than they? Let theſe 
Examples quicken us. 1 


1 — 


— 


Albu 
Sepe 
Perp 
Ti/t 


SECT. 


Divine Cs entment. 2 


SS cr. XII. 


The Twelfth Argument to Contentation. 


The Twelfth Argument to Contentation is, 
ſharever Change or Trͤuble a Child of God 
eets with. it is all the Hell he ſhall have. What- 
er Eclipſe may be upon his Name or Eſtate; 
may ſay of it as Ah «e of his Baniſiment, 
is Nubicula cito tranſitare, a little Cloyd which 
il ſoon he blown over; and then his Gult is 


ot, his Hell is paſt: 


Albus ut ol ſcuro detergit nubilia Cœlo 
Sepe notus, neque parturi: Iubres 
Fer pet us ſic tu ſapiens finire memento 
Ti/t itiam. 2 
Hor. Ode 7. l. 1. 


eath begins a wicked Man's Hell, but it puts an 
| ro a godly Man's Hell. Think with thy ſelf 
bat if I endure this, it is but a temporary Hell: 
deed if all our Hell be here, it is but an eaſie 
ell. What is the Cup of Affliction to the Cup 
Damnation? Lazarus could not get a Crumb; 
was ſo diſeaſed that the Dogs took Pity onhim, 
dd (as if they had been his Phyficians) licked his 
er; but this was an eaſie Hell, the Angel: 
tickly fetched him out of it. If- all our Hell 
in this Life, in the midſt of this Hell, we may 
ve the Love of God, and then it is no more lei, 
It Faradiſe. If our Hell be here, we may 4 
5 
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the Bottom of it, it is but Skin deep, it canndt 
touch the Soul, and we may fee the End of it; ti 
an Hell that is ſhorr-liv'd: After a wet Night « 
Afflictions comes a bright Morning of the Re- 
rection; if our Lives be ſhort, our Trya le cant 
be long. As our Riches rake ings and fly, ſu vi 
- our Suffering. then let us be contented. 


SC fr. III 
be Thirteenth Argument to Contextarion, II hr. 


The laſt Argument ro Contentment is this, To 
have a Competency, and to want Contentment, M 
zreat Judgment. For a Man to have an hug I ce 
1 that whatever Meat you give him hes foul 
ſtill craving and never ſatisfied; you ole to ſij 
this is a great Judgment upon the Man: Tha 
who art Heluo Pecunia, a Devourer of Money, 

and yer never haſt eneugh; bur ſtill crieſt, 
Give, give, this is a ſad Judgment; They ſeal FL 
eat, and not have enough, Hof, 4. 10. The Throat Ich. 
of a malicious Man is an open Sepulchre, Rom, 


. dread 
3. 13. ſo is che Heart of a covetous Man. Cove noth] 
touſnels is not only ma lum cu pr, but malum pon; ly? 

ir is not only a Sin, but the Puniſhment of a Sin. il 8 


"Tis a ſecret Curſe upon a coverous Perſon, he 
ſhall rhirft, and rhirſt, and never be ſatisſied; H 
that loveth Silver, ſball not be ſatisfi-d with Silver, 
Eccl. 5. 10. And is not this a Curſe > What was 
it bur a ſevere J1Jgment upon the People of Ju 
dah? Te eat, but have not enough; ye drink, but 
Je are not filed with Drink, Hag. 1. 6. Ob let us 

- | | ie 
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ake heed of this Plague. Did Eſau ſay to his 
Brother, I have Abundance,my Brother, Gen. 39.9. 
Ir as we tranflate it, I hade enough.: And ſhall not 
a Chriſtian {ay ſo much more ? Tis fad that our 

earts ſhould be fo dead to. heavenly Things, and 


a$a Spunge to ſuck in earthly. Let all that hath 
been laid, work our Minds to holy. Contentation. 


— „ 
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Three things to be inſerted by Way of 
Canis. 


, N the next place I 0 to lay down ſome ne- 
4 ceſſary Cautions: Though (I fay) a Man 


te three Eſtates in which he muſt not be con- 
" Wrenred : | | | 
. He muſt not be contented in a natural Eftates 
' Where he muſt learn not to be content. A Sinner 
I his pure Naturals is under the Wrath of God, 
ch. 3. 16. And ſhall he be content when that 
'Wdreadtul Vial is going to be poured out? Is it 
nothing ro be under the Scorchings of Divine Fu- 
in Abo can dwell with everlaſting Burning: 
A Sinner as a Sinner, is under the Power of Satan, 
a 26. 13 And ſhall he in ebis Eſtate be con- 
" Wiented to ſtay in the Enemy's Quarters > While 
ve ſleep in « $ Lap of Sin, the Devil dorh to us 
ss che Philiftines did to Sampſon, cut che Lock of 
eur Strength, and put out our Eyes, 1 Cor, 4. + 


ſhould be contented with every Eſtate, yet there 
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Be not content, O Sinner, in tuis Ettate. F 

Man to be in debt Body and Soul, in fear em 

Hour to be arreſted and carried Priſoner to He cc 

ſhall he now be content? Here I preach agu 
Contentation. Oh get out of this Condition 
would haſten you out of it, as the Angels hal 
ned Lot out of Sodom, Gen. 19. 15. there i 
Smell of Fire and Brimſtone upen you. TI 
longer a Man ſtays in his Sin, the more Sin da 
ſtrengthen, Heb. 3. 13. Tis bard ro get out 
Sin, when rhe Heart, as a Garriſon, is victual 
and fortified. A young Plant is eafily remove 
but when the Tree is once rooted, there i. 
ſtirring of it: thou who art rooted in thy Prid 
Unbelief, Impenitency, twill coſt thee many al 
Pull ere thou art out of thy natura! Eſtate, | 
6. 16. Tisanbard thing to have a brazen Fad 
and a broken Heart, He travelleth with Iniqui 
Pal. 7. 14. Be aſſuted, the longer you travel ui 

your Sins, the more and ſharper | ck you m 
expect in the new Birch, Oh te not centenit 
with your natural Eſtate. David ſaith, Hy 
thou diſquieted, O my Soul? Plal. 4. 53. bu 
Sinner thould ſay ro himfelf, Why art dhe 
not diſquiered, O my Soul? why is it that tern, 
layeſt Afflictions foro Heart, and canſt not it 
Sin to Heart? Tis a Mercy when we are dilqu 
ered about Sin; a Man had better be at f 
Trouble of ſetting à Bone, than ro be lame an 
in Pain all his Lite; bleſſed is the Trouble !“ 
brings the Soul to Chriſt, Tis one of the wall” 
Sights to fee a bad Conſcience quiet; of the ti 
better is a Feaver than a Lethargy. I wonder u 
ſee a Man in his natural Eſtate content; What 


content to go to Hell, 2. Tho 


_ 
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2. Though in regard of Externals, a Man 
ould be in every State content, yet he muſt not 
e content in ſuch a Condition wherein God is 
apparently diſhonoured, If a Man's Trade be 
ach that he can hardly aſe it, but he muſt treſ- 
dals upon a Command (and fo make a Trade of 
zin) he muſt not content himſelf in ſuch a Con- 
lition; God never called any Man to ſuch a Cal- 
ing as is finful; a Man in this Caſe had better 
nock off, and divert; better loſe ſome of his 
3ain, ſo he may leſſen tome of his Guilr. So for + 
Servants that live in a profane Family, (the Sub- 
rbs of Hell) where the Name of God is not cal- 
ed upon, urleis when it is taken in vain; they 
are not to content themſclves in ſuch a Place, 
hey are toſeome out of the Tents of theſe Sinners; 
here is a double Danger of living among the 
Prophane 2 5 | ER : 
i. Left we come to be infected with the Poi- 
bon of their il! Example. Joſeph living in Pha- 
hs Coutt, had learned to ſwear by the Life 
of Pharoah, Gen. 42.15. We are prone to ſack 
in Example; Men take in deeper Impreſſions by 
the Eye than by the Ear. Dives was a bad Pat- 
tern, and he had many Brethren that feeing him 
fin, trod juſt in his Steps; therefore ſaith he, I 
pray thee ſend him to my Father's Houſe, for [ 
bave five Brethren, that he may teſtiſie w them, . 
bat they come not into this Place of Torment, Luke 
16. 27 28. Dives knew which way they went; 
air is eaſie to catch a Diſeaſe from another, but not 
i catch Health. The Bad will ſooner corrype © 
che Good, than the Good will convert the Bad; 
a Wake an equal Quanticy and Proportion, fo — | 
| _ --, "wee 


fſtroyed how ſhall the Servant eſcape ? And ſuy- 
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ſweet Wine wich ſo much ſowre Vinegar, the . 


negar will ſooner ſowre the Wine, than the Wi 
will ſweeten rhe Vinegar. Sin is compared i 


— 


the Plague, i Kings 8. 38. and to Leaven, 1 che 
5- 7. to ſhew of what a ſpreading Nature it i rpor: 
A bad Maſter makes a bad Servant; Face 


Cattle by looking on the Reds which wen 


ſpeckled and ring-ſtreaked, conceived like th . 
1 We do as we fee others before us, eſped bar f 


ally thoſe that are above us. If the Head be fic... 1; 
the other Parts of the Body are diſtempered. 
rhe Sun ſhine nor on the Mountains, it muſt neei 
let in the Valleys. We pray, Lead u not in 
Temptation ; and do we lead ourſelves into Tem 
tation ? Lor was the World's Miracle, who ken 
himſelf freſh in Sodom's ſalt Water. 


. e l em. 
2. By living in an evil Family, we are liable u 3. 
incur their Puniſhment : Pour out thy Wrath up 


the Families that call not upon thy Name, Jer. 


25. For want of pouring our of Prayer, tl: » 
Wrath of God was ready to be poured out. Ih 
22 living in the Tents of Kedar. When omp! 
God ſends his flying Roll, written within and wien! 


out with Curſes, it enteis into the Houſe of ti 
Thief and Perjurer, and conſumes the Timber an 
the Stones thereof, Zech. 5. 4. Is it not of ſad Covi 
fequence to live in a profane perjur'd Family 
when the Sin of che Governour pulls his Houſe +; 
bout his Ears ? If the Stone an Timber be de 


| — God ſend not a temporal Roll of Curſes inthe 
amily, there is a piritual Rol, and that is worl, 
Prov. 3. 33. Be not content co live where Relig 
on dies. Salute the Brethren, and N;mphas, 
es th 
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be Church which is in Lis Houſe, Col. 4. 1 5. the 
[uſe of rhe Godly is a little Church, the Houle 
the Wicked, a little Hell, Prov. 7. 27. Oh in- 
drporare yourſelves into a religious Family, he | 
ouſe of a good Man 1s perfum'd with a Bleſ- 
e. Prov. 3. 33. When the holy Oyl of Grace | 
MW poured on the Head, the Saveur of this Oynt- if 
ent ſweetly diffuſeth ittelf, ard the Verrye of ir | 
ns down upon the Skirrs of rhe Family. Pious | 
xamples. are magnetic l and forcible. Seneca 
id to his Siſter, Though I leave you not Wealth, 
x 1 will leave you a good Example. Let us 
joraſt ourſelves among the Saints; by beg | 
ren among the Spices, we come to in eli ot | 
em. - ES 
3. The third Caution is, Tho' in every Con- 
tion we muſt be cont: nt, yee we are not to con- 
n: our {elves with a little Graces Grace is the 
# Being. Though we ſhould · be contented 
ih a Competency of Eftare, yer not with a 
ompetency of Grace. It was the End of Chriſt's 
ſcenſion to Heaven, o give Gifts ; and the End 
thoſe Gifts, chat we may grow up into him who . 
the Head, Chriſt, Eph. 4. 15. Where the Apo- 
e diſtinguiſheth between our being in Chriſt, 
d our growing in him; our Ingraffing and our 
louriſhing 5 Be not content with a Modicum in 
engion, | 
Tis not enough that there be Life, but there 
ut be Fit. RBarrenneſs in the Law was ac- 
ted a Curſe. The further we are from Fruit, 
e nearer we are to Curſing, Heb. 6. 8. Tis a 
ching when Men are fruitful only in the un- 
n Nn. Dar e Be not content with a 
, | GC Dram e 
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Dram or two of Grace; next to a Seill- lan, 
Starveling in Chriſt is worſt, Oh cover mo 
Grace, never think thou haſt enough; it is bon 
(9 loneſta avaritia, 1 Cor. 1 2. it is an heavenly 
Ambition, when we deſire to be high in God 
Favour; a bleſſed Contention, when all the Strife 
is, who ſhall be moſt Holy. St. Paul, though le 
was content with a little Grace; be reached fu 
ward, and preſſed towards the Mark of the big 
Calling of God in Chri# Jeſis, Phil. 3. 13, 14, | 
true Chriftian is a Vonder, he is moſt contentei 
and yet the leaſt ſatisſied: He is contented wit 
a Morſel of Bread, and a little Water in H 
Cruſe, yet never ſatisfied with Grace; he dot 
anbelare, pant and breath after more, this is li 
Prayer, Lord, more Conformity :9 Chriſt, mor 
Communion wth Chrift , be would fain ban 
Chriſt's Image more lively pi&tared upon his Soul 
True Grace is always progreſſive; as the Sai 
are called Lamps and Stars, in re of cher 
Light ; ſo Trees of Righteouſneſi, Ia. 61. 3. ul 
their growth: They indeed are like the Tree d 
Life, bringing forth ſeveral ſorts of Fruit. 

A true Chriftian grows, 1. Forma, in Beau 
Grace is the beſt Complexion of the Soul; it! 
at the firſt Plantation like Rachel, fair to look ut 
on; bur ſtill the more it lives, the more it ſend 
ferth its Rays of Beauty. Abraham's Faith » 
at firſt beautiful, bar at laſt it did thine in its 
rient Colours, and grew ſo illuſtrious, that C Gra, 
himſelf was in love with it, and makes his Faith Habit c 
Pattern to all Believers. 4 A 
21. A true Chriſtian grows in Suevitate, I P 
Sweetneſs, A paiſonful Weed may grow as min; þ 
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the Hy ſop, or Roſemary; the Poppy in the Eield, 
the Corn; the Crab as the Pearmain; but the 
ne bath a harſh ſowre Taſte, the other mel- 
ws as it grows: An Hypocrite may grow in 
utward Dimenſions as much as a Child of God; 
e may pray as much, profeſs as mueh, bur he 
ows only in Magnirude, he brings forth ſowre 
rapes, his Duties are levened with Pride; the 
ther ripens as he grows, he grows in Love, 
omility, Faith, which do mellow and ſweeten 
is Daties, and make them come off wit a better 
elih. The Believer grows as the Flower, he 
afts a great Fragrancy and Perfume. 
A rrue Chriſtian grows Robore, in Strength ; 
e grows (till more root ed and ſeteſed. The more 
We Tree grows, the more it ſpreads its Root in 
e Earth, Col. 9. 7. A Chriſtian who is a true 
ant of che heavenly Jeruſalem, the longer he 
rows, the more he incorporates into Chriſt, and 
Ucks ſpiritual Juice and Sap from him; he is a 
Wwart in regard ro Humilſty, bur a Giant in 
gard of Strength, he is ſtrong ro do Duties, to 
ar Burthens, reſiſt Tentations. 5 
He grows Vigere, in the Exerciſe of his Grace; 
ehath not only Oil in his Lamps, but his Lamps 
e burning and ſhining. Grace ts agil and dex- 
dus. Chriſt's Vines do flouriſh, Cant. 6. 11. 
nce we read of a /ive/y Hope, 1 Per. 1. 3. and 
fervent Love, 1 Pet. 1. 22. here is the Activity 
Grace. Indeed ſometimes Grace is a fleepy 
abit of the Soul, like Sap in the Vine, not ex- 
gs us Vigonr, which may be occaſion'd thro? 
ual Sloth ; or by rea ſon of falling into ſome” 
n; bur this only pro tempore, for a While; the 3 
e G 2 Spring _. 
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Soring of Grace will come, the Flowers will . >): 
: "and the F. g tree pur font! ber green Fig. A+ 
The frem Gales of the oy irir do {weety revne l 
and refocitlare Grace. The Church of Chriſt, 
ic boſe Heart was a Gare, and her Graces a 
precious Spices, prays tor the ieaven'y Breathing 
of the Spirit, that her iaciea Spices might flo ©- © 
UT, Cam. 4. [ ©: WY, 
A true Chriſtian grows ne ente, both nM 7s 
tne Rind and in the Degree gf Grace. To hi NY 
{P1-1tuat 70/77 he getsan Augmentation: he adi | 
O0 Faitin, er tic? ; WI tue, Ni: wiedge; to uon. * 
edge, Temperance, & c. 2 Pet. 1. 6. here is Glace 
growing in the &:nd ;-and he goes from Faith n 
Faith, Rom. There is Grace growing in ü rhe 
Degree : We are bound to give thanks to Goa 
your Brethren, beciuſe jour Faich pgroneth excee 1 
0, 2 Theſſ. 11. it increaſeth over and above, Mir 
And rhe Apoitle ſpeaks of thole ſpiritual Flant 
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which were laden with goipel Fran, Phil. 1. l. : 
A Chriſtian is gr to the Vine (an be f 
blem of Fruitfulneſs) he ruſt bear full Cluſters; 

Ve are bid to perfect that ich is laching in u - / 

Falch, 1 The, 3. 10. A Chriſtian mut neter 

be io old as to be paſt bearing; he brings fame 15 
Fruit in h o!d Age, Plal. 92. 14. An Heaven. bon F 
Punt is ever growing; he never thinks he gr bar: 
enongd; be is not content unlels he add eve don 
Day one Cubit to his ſpiritual Stature. We muy .: 

107 de content lt with 10 munen Grace as wil . 
deep Life and Soul together; à Dram or tu naeh 
mut n2c derer 2, but wem 11 be {till encreaing} , 
440 *2 Increaſe of God, Col. 2. 9. We had neu . 
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Ins are renewed, our Wanrs are renewed, cur 

Teutations arc 5 and ſhall n tour Seren gt 

oh conewed ? Oh ! > BGtCONTCUNDE en ch c. ne fi it 585 1 
3 of Grace, Grace jn us Infancy and Min 

| Vou Look tor Degrees of Glory; be You 

5 ans of Degregs. | A oveh a Reliever Gould 

nceared with a Nf-.7; or in his Eſtate, Fox na 

5 2 Modicum in I igen, A Chriſtian of ths 

Faro labours {t1 vo FO extend hinilelf, and 

Ip arer to that Holinets in God, be ts5 


e the! Pat tern, and P.. 987 e k att 


* 


nie, n. 
Vie 4. Shewing how a Chriſtian wiay 
Cow whether he hath learn wed this Di- 
wine A Go 


8 4, Husbev! 8 aid don theſe three Cav- 
tions, I proceed in the next Place to 
a Vieor Trial. 

2. How may a Ch.:itian know that he hath 
learned this Leficn of Contentnient? I ſhall lay 
down ſome Characters by which you ſhall know 
K: 

A contented Spirit is a /i/ens Spirit. He 

ah nor one Word to fay againſt God; I was 
2096 Or /ilent, becauſe thou, Lord, didit ie, Pal. 
. Contentment filenceth all Dilpute; He /it- 
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| Spring of Grace will come, the Flowers will 45. 
pear, and the Fig- tree put forth her green Fig. Ten 
The freth Gales of the Spirit do ſweetly revue ber 
and refocillate Grace. The Church of Chriſt, “10 
whoſe Heart was a Garden, and her Graces u. 
precious Spices, prays for the heayenly Breathing C 
of the Spirit, that her ſacred Spices. might flow be 
out, Cam. 4. 16. 
. A true Chriſtian grows ſncemento, both u rigb 
the Kind and in the Degree of Grace. To hs ©? 
ſpiritual living he getsan Augmentation: he add. 
to Faith, Vertu? ; toVertue, Knowledge; to Know blu. 
ſedge, Temperance, &c. 2 Per. 1, 6. here is Grace 
growing in the kind ; and he goes from Faith u 
Faith, Rom. There is Grace growing in the 
Degree: Me are bound to give Thanks to God fa 
your Brethren, becauſe your Faith groneth exceed 
zngly, 2 Theſſ. 11. it increaſeth over and above Uf 
And the Apoitle ſpeaks of thoſe ſpiritual Plant 


— 
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which were laden with goſpel Fruit, Phil. I. 1 
A Chriftian is compared ro the Vine (an In 7 

blem of Fruitfulneſs) he muſt bear full Cluſters: 

We are bid to perfect that which is lacking in u UG 
Faith, 1 Theſſ. 3. 10. A Chriſtian muſt ney 

be ſo old as to be paſt bearing; he brings foray N 

Fruit in had Age, Plal. 92. 14. An Heaven-vonw 

Pant is ever growing; he never thinks he gro 1.4, 

enough ; he is not content unleſs he add ce dow. 

Day one Cubir to his ſpiritual Stature. Wenig .: 


not be content jaſt with ſo much Grace as 1 
xeep Life and Soul together; a Dram or: 
muſt not ſuffice, but we maſt be ſtill encrealing 
With ebe Increaſe of God, Col. 2. 9. We had ned 
rene v our Scrength as the Erg, Ia, 40. * 
| | * 
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Sins are renewed, our Wants are renewed, our 
Tentations are reacwed,and ſhall not our Strength 
be renewed 2? Oh be not content with the fiiſt Em- 
brio of Grace, Grace in its Infancy and Minori- 
ty, You look for Degrees of Glory; be you 
Chriſt ans of Degrees. Though a Reliever ſhould 
be contented with a Modicum in his Eſtate, yet not 
with a Medicum in Religien. A Chriſtian of the 
righr Breed labours till ro excel himſelf, and 
come nearer to that Holineſs in God, whe is 
rhe Original, the Pattern, and Prototype of all 
Molineſs. 


0 „ 
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Uſe 4. Sbewing how a Chriſtian may 
k now whether Je hath learned this Di- 
vine Art. 4 | 


Uſe 4. TJ Hs having laid down theſe three Cau- 
tions, I proceed in the next Place to 
a Uſe or Trial. 5 
4. How may a Chciftian know that he hath 
learned this Leſſon of Contentment ? I ſhall lay 
down ſome Characters, by which you ſhall know 
WV * 


1. A contented Spirit is a ſilent Spirit. He Bo 
hath not one Word to ſay againſt God; I was 
dumb or ſilent, becauſe thou, Lord, didit it, Pal. 
39. Contentment ſilenceth all Diſpute ; He fir- - 

| G 3 Uh. , 
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tech alone, and keepeth filence, Lam. 3. 28. Ther ror 
zs a ſinful Silence, when God is difhonoured, hi 
Truth wounded, and Men hold their Peace: 
this Silence is a loud Sin: and there is an 5% 
Silence, when the Soul firs down quiet and con. 
tent with its Condition : When Samuel tells E 
that heavy Meſſage from Gog, that he wou Lora 
judge his Houſe, and that the Iniquity of his Family Lora 
ht fhould not be purged away with Sacrifice for ern cho) 
1 Sam. 3. 13. doth Eli murmur or diſpute > Noll G6 
he hath nor one Word to ſay againſt God: Hi Lin: 
the Lord, let him do what ſcemeth him good, ver. i bit 
A diſcontemed Spirit ſaith as Pharaoh, No i: UW that 
Cord? Why ſhould I ſuffer all tbis > Why ſhould bars 
be brought into this low Condition ? Abo ii u wit! 
Lord? Buta gracious Heart faith as Eli, Ir in he 
Lord, let him do what he will with me. We 9. 2 
Nadab and Abihu, the Sons of Agron, had oſſerii 3 
ap ſtrange Fire, zd Fire went from the Lord, ui 1.2 
devoured them, Lev. 10. 1. is Aaron now in i ver) 
Pa ſſion of Diſcontent? No, Aaron held his Peu He: 
ver. 3. A contented Spirit is never angry, une hat 
with himſelf for having bard Thoughts of C, wil 
When Jonah ſaid, I do well te be angry; this vu Aff 
not a contented Spirit, it did not become a Pio 
Phet. 


2. A contented Spirit, ig 4 chearful Spirit; ti fees 
Gree ks calls it Eur bumia. Contentment is ſome-W to | 
thing more than Patience; for Patience denoa i ſub 
only Submiſſion, Contentment denotes Chearfw-i eve 
neſs. A contented Chriſtian is more than paſlive ed 
he doth not only bear the Croſs, but rake up e of 


Croſs, Mart. 6. 24. He Tooks upon God as 4 
wile God; and whatever he doth, though bY 
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not ad voluntatem, yet ad ſanitatem; it is in or- 
u der to a Cure: Hence the contented Chriſtian is 
chearful, and with che Apoſtle, eakes Pleaſure in 
Infirmities, Diſtreſſes, &c. 2 Cor. 12. 10. He 
doth not only ſubmit to God's Dealings, but re- 
joyce in them; he doth not only ſay, Juſt z the 
Lord in all that is befallen me; bur Good is the - | 
Lord. This is to be contented. A ſullen Melan- | 
choly is hateful; ir is ſaid, God loves a chearful 
Giver, 2 Cor. 9. 7. Ay, and God loves a chearful _ 
Liver, We are bid in Scripture not to be careful, 
but we are no where bid not to be chearful. He 
chat is contented with his Condition, doth not a- 

al bare of his ſpiritual Joy, and indeed he hath that 
within bim which is the Ground of Chearfulnets ; 
de carries a Pardon ſealed in his Heart, Nia. 
a 9.2. | | 

nn 3 A contented: Spirit, is a ebankful Spirit, Tub 
1.25. This is a Degree above the other; In e- 
nl very thing giving Thanks, 1 Theſſ. 5. A gracious- 
Heart ſpies Mercy in every Condition, therefore 
hath his Heart ſcrued up to Thankfulneſs; others 
will bleſs God for Proſperity, he bleſſeth him for 
Affliction. Thus he reaſons with himſelf: Am 
I in Want ? God ſees ir better for me to want 
than ro abound ; God is now dieting of me, he 
ſees it better for my ſpiritual Health, ſometimes 
= to be kept faſting ; therefore he doth not cnly. 
= ſfubmir, but is thankful. The Malecontent is 
ever complaining of his Condition; the content- 
dd Spirit is ever giving Thanks. Oh what Height 
of Grace is this A contented Heart is a Temple. 
where the Praiſes of God are (ung forth, not a 
Sepulchre wherein they are buried. A contented 
* „„ 
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Chriſtian in the greateſt Straits hath his Heart 
enlarged, and dilaced in Tbankfulneſs. He oft 
contemplates God's Love in Election, he ſees that 
he is a Monument of Mercy,therefore deſires to be 
a Pattern of Praiſe. There is alu ays gratulatory 
Muſick in a contented Soul; the Spirit of Grace 
works in the Heart like new Wine, Which under 
t ne heavieſt Preſſures of Sorrow, will have a Ven 
open far Thank fulneſs; this is to be content. 

4. He that is con ent, no Condition comes a+ 
mils to him; ſo i is in the Text, In quocurgue 
Featu; In neter State Iæm. A contented 
Chriſtian can , out res exigit, turn himſelf to any 
thing; either want or abound, The People of 
iſrael knew neither how to abour.d, nor yet how 
to want; when they were in want, they mur- 
raured 2 Can God prepare a Table in the Milde. 
neß ? and when they eat and were filled, then they 
lifted up their Heel. Pay! knew how ro manage 
every Eſtate ; he could either be a Note higher, 


he could do any thing that God would have him: 
1f he were in Proſperity, he knew how to be 
thankful ; if in Adverſity, he knew how to be pa- 
tient; he was neither lift up with the one, nor 
caſt down with the other. He could carry a 
"greater Sail or a leſſer: Thus a contented Chri- 
ttian knows how to turn himſelf to any Conditi- 
on, Sicut bonus eft dux & peritis, qui in quolibet ex- 
ercitu peratur ſecundum exigentiam efus ; S corre 
 arius, qui ex quolibet corio facit optimos ſotulares; 
ita Chriſtianus ſapiens, que ſcit quolibet ſtatu bent 
ſe gerere. We have thoſe whocan be contented 
in ſome Eſtate, but not in every Eſtate, They 

| can 


or lower, he was (in this Sence) an Uni ver ſaliſt, 


Man 


| 
| 
) 


a. adm. ee ͤũ at cn... 9D. 1 2 > 


Divine Tontentment. 129 


— — 


can be content in a wealthy Eftare, when they 
have the Streams of Mil.and Honey; while 
God's Candle ſhines upoti their Head, now 
they are content; but if the Wind turn and 
be againſt them, now they are diſcomented. 
While they have a filver Crutch to lean upon, 


they are contented ; bur, if God breaks this 


Crutch, now they are diſcontented; bur P::/ 
had learned in every State to carry himſelf wit! 
Equanimity of Mind; others would be conten: 
with their Affliction, ſo God would give them 
eare to pick and chuſe. They could be content 
to bear ſuch a Croſs; whey could better endure 
Sickneſs than Poverty or bear Loſs of Eſtate, than 
loſs of Children; if they might have ſuch a 
Man's Crofs, they covid be content; any Condi- 
tion hut che preſent: This is not to be content. 
A contented Chriſtian doth not go to chuſe bs 
Croſe, bat leaves God to chuſe for him; he is con- 


ent both for the Kind, and for the Daration, A 


contented Spirit faith, Let God apply what Medi- 
cine he pleaſeth, and let it lie on as along as it will: 
know when it hath dene its cure, and eaten the 
Venom of Sin out of my Heart, God will take it 
off again. In a word, a contented Chriſtian, be- 
ing lweetly caprivated under the Authority of 
the Word, deſires to be wholly at God's Diſpoſe, 
ard is willing to live in that Sphere and Climate 
where God has ſet him; and if ar any time he 
bath been an Inſtrument of doing noble and brave 
Service in the Publick, he knows he is but a ra- 
tional Teci, a Servant to Authority, and is content 
to return to his former private Condition of Life. 
Lincinnati aſter he had done worthily, and pur- 
| "+" 8x 
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chaſed to himſelf great Fame in his Dictatorfhip, 
did nctwithſtanding afterwards voluntarily retun 
to til and manure his four Acres of Ground. Th 
ſhculd it be with Chriſtians, profeſſing Godin 
with Contentment, having ſerved Mars, not daring 
ro offend Jupiter, left otherwiſe they diſcoy 
only to the World a brut:fo Valour, being ſo u 
tam d and headeſtrong, that when they hay 
conquered others, yet they are not able to nit 
their own Spirits. „5 | 
5. He that is contented with his Condition, 
rid himſelf out of Trouble will not run himſel 
into Sin. I deny not but a Chriſtian may lawfi 
ly ſeek to change his Cond iton, fo far as Gd 
Providence doth go befcre, he may follow, b 
when Men will not follow Providence, but rt 
before it, as he ſaid, This Evil is of the Lord, vi 
ſb ud I wait any longer? 2 Kings 6. If Gul 
doth not open the Door by his Providence, tht 
will break ir open, and wind themſelves out d 
Affliction by Sin; bringing their Souls into T- 
dle by bringing their Eſtates our of Trouble. Th 
is far from holy Cen entation, this is Unbelieſ hi 
ken out into Rebellion. A contented Chriſtia 
is willing to wait God's Leiſure, and will nor ſti 
till God open a Door, As Paul (aid in another 
Caſe, They have beat en us openly uncondemnedy 
ing Remant, and bave caſt us into Priſon,and nowd 
they thruſt us out priviiy? nay verily, but let th 
come themſelves and fetch us out, Acts 16. 37. 
with Reverence, ſaith the contemred Chriſtian 
God hath caſt me into this Condition; and ib 
it be ſad and troubleſome, yer I will not ſtir, 
God by a clear Providence fetch me our. Ti 
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thoſe brave ſpirited Chriſtians, Heb. 1 1. 35. They 
accepted not Delzverance, that is, upon baſe diſho- 
nourable Terms. They would rather ſtay in 
Priſon, than purchaſe their Liberty by carnal Com- 
plyance. Eñ ius obſerves on the Place, they might 
not only have had Enlargement, but been raisd 
co Honour, and put into Offices of Truſt; yer the 
Honour of Religion was dearer to them, than 
either Liberty or Honour. A conte d Chriſtian 
will not remove, till as the Hraelites, he fee a Pi- 
lar of Cloud and Fire going before him: Ie, is good 
that a. Man ſhould both hope, and quietly wait for | 
the Salvation of the Lord, Lamb. 3. 26. Tis good 
to ſtay God's Leaſure, and not to extricate our 
ſelves out of Jrouble, till we ſee the Star of Gods 
Providence point ing out a Way to us. 


IC 
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Uſe 5. Containins 4 Chriſtian Directo- 
Y, or Rules about Contentment. 


Uſe 5. I Proceed now to an Uſe of Direction, 
to ſtie w Chriſtians how they may at- 
tain go this Divine Are of Contentation. Certainly. 
it is feafible, others of God's Saints have reached : 
to it, St. Paul here had it; and what do we 
think of thoſe we read of in that little Book of 
Martyrs, Heb, 11. who had Trials of cruel Mock- 
ings and Scourgings, who wandred about in De- 
: .. ©. Jas: 
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ſerts and Caves, yet were contented ; fo that it is 
poſſible to be had. And here I hall lay down 
lome Rules for holy Contentment. 5 


S1 e 1. . 


1. Rule, Advance Faith. 


Al: our Eiſquiets do iſſue immediarery from Un. 
beließ, Tis this that raiſeth the Storm ot Dilcon- 
tent in the Heart. Ob (er Faith at work; tis 
the Property of Faith to ſilence our Doubrings, 
to ſcatter our Fears, to ſtill the Heart when the 
Paiſions are up. Faith works the Heart to a 
_ tweer ſerene Compoſure; tis not having Fol 
and R1iment, but having Faith which will make 
us content. Faith chides down P:fit>n ; when 
Reaſon begins co fink, ler Faith ſwim. 
Que t. How doth Faith work Comentment? 
An r. I. Faith (hews the Soul, that whatever 
its Trials are, yet it is from the Hand of a Father; 
tis indeed a bitter Cup, bur Shall I not drink the 
Cup which my Father hath g i ven me ta. drink? tis 
in Love to my Soul; God corretis with the (ame 
Love he crowns me ; God is ua training me up 
for Heaven, he carves me, to make me a poliſhed 
Shaft. Theſe Sufferings bring forth Patience, 
Humiliey, even the peaceable Fruits of Rig bteouſ- | 
eſs, Heb. 12. 11. And if God can bring ſuch Nouri 
:weer Fruit out of a ſowre Stock, let him graft Wim 
me where he pleaſe. Thus Faith brings the tat! 
Heart to holy Contentment. em. 
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Faith ſucks the Honey of Contentment our of 
the Hieve of the Promiſe, Chriſt is the Vine, the 
Promiſes are the Cluſters of Grapes that grow 
upon this Vine; and Faith prefſerh the Iweet 
Wine of Contentment out of cheſe ſpiritual Clu- 
ſters of the Promiſes. I will ſhew you but ore 
Cluſter, The Lord will give Grace and Glory, Plal. 
$4. 11, here is egough for Faith to live upon. 
The Promiſe is the Flower out of which Faith di- 
ſtils the Spirits, and Quinte ſſence of Divine Con» 
tentment. Ina Word, Faith carries up the Soul, 
ard makes it aſpire after more noble and generous 
Delights than Earth affords, and to live in the 
World above the World. Would you lead content- 
ted Lives. ? Live up to the Height of your Faith. 


sr er. II. . 
2. Rule. Labour for Aſſirance. 


Ob let us get the Intereſt clear d between God 
nd our own Souls, Intereſt is a Word much in 
Ule, a pleafing Word, Intereſt in great Friends, 
ntereſt mony; Oh if there be an Inzereft worth 
ooking afrer, tis an Intereſt between God and 
he Soul; Labour to ſay, My God. To be with- 
ar Mony, and without Friends, and without God 
00, Eph. 2. 12. is ſad; bur he whoſe Faith dorh 
lourtlh into Aſſurance, chat can ſay, I know in 
dom I have believed, 2 Tim. 1. 12. (as Sr. Paul) 
at Man hath enough (o give his Heart Content- - 
dem. When a Man's Debts are paid; "nd he 
an go abroad without fear of Arrefting, what 
h | | n- 
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want Bread? I have Chriſt the Bread of Life. An 


cine, Ezek, 47. 12. If any thing in the World b 


burnt, his Wives taken Captive, he loſt all, an 


Contentment is this! Oh, ler your Title becken 
ed; if God be ours, whatever we want in the 
Creature is infinitely made up in him. Do! 


I under Defilement ? his Blood is like the Tree 
of rhe Sanctuary ; nor only for Meat, bur Medi 


worth labouring for, it is to ger ſound Evidence 
that God is ours. If this be once clear'd, why 
can come amiſs? No matter what Storms I me 
with, fo that I know where to put in for Hu 
boar, He that hath God to be his God, is 
well contented with his Condition, that he dot 
not care whether he hath any thing elſe. Ti 
reſt in a Condition where a Chriftian cannot fa 
God is bis God, is matter of Fear; and if hec 
fay ſo truly, and yet is not contented, is-matrerc 
Shame. David encouraged himſelf in the Lord | 
God, 1 Sam. 30. it was lad with him, Zihiq 


like to have Joſt bis Soldiers Hearts too, (for th 

ſpat of Stoning him) yet he had the Ground 

renrment within 2 vix. an qo | 

| and this was a Supportment to his Spin 

Os is his, and all that is in G 

is for bis Good ; if this doth not ſatisſie, I kno 
mothing will. 8 


„ 
3. Rule. Ger an humble Spirit. 


17 iamble Man is the contented Man ; 
his Eflate be low, his Heart is lower _ 
2 . 


— 


the 4 


1 


the 44 of a good Conſcience ; On take heed of 


Eſtale; therefore be content. If his Eſteem * 
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the World be low, he that is little in his own Eyes, 
will not be much troubled to be little in the Eyes 
of others: He hath a meaner Opinion of himſelf 
than others can have of him. The humble Man 
ſtadies his own Unworthineſs; he looks upon 
himſelf as leſs ban the leaſt of God's Mercies, Gen. 
32. 10. and then a lietie will content him. He 
cries out with Paul, that he is the Chief of Sinners, 

1 Tim. 1. 25. therefore doth nor murmur bur ad- 
mire: He doch nor ſay his Comforts are fmall, 
bur his Sins are great. He thinks it a Mercy he 
is out of Hell, therefore is conrented. He doth 
not go to carve out a mote happy Condition ro 
himſelf; he knows the worſe Piece God, cuts 
him, is better than he deſerves. A proud Man 
is never contented, he is one that hath an high 
Opinion of himſelf; therefore under ſmall Ne. 
ſings is diſdainful, under ſmall Croſſes imparient, . | 
The humble Spirit is the contented Spirit; if his 
Croſs be light, he reckcns it in the Inventory of 
his Mercies; if it be heavy, yet takes it upon his 
Knees, knowing that when his Eſtate is worſer, 
it is to make him better. Where you lay Humi. 
liry for the Foundation, Contentment will be the 
Superſtructure. | | 


Szcr. IV, 
4. Rule. Xeep « clear Conſcience, 
Contentment is the Menx4 that is laid up in 


m 
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_ indulging any Sin. Tis as natural for Guilt to 
breed Diſquier, as for putrid Matter to breed 
Vermine. Sin lies as Jonah in the Ship, it raiſeth 
a Tempeſt. If Duſt or Motes be gotten into 
the Eye, they make the Eye water, and cauſe 
Soreneſs in it; if the Eye be clear, then it is free 
from that Sorenels. If Sin be gotten into the 
Conſcicnce, which is as the Eye of the Soul, then 
Grief and Diſquiet breeds there; but keep the 
Eye of Conſctence clear, and all is well. What 
Solomon ſaith of a good Stomack, I may {ay of 
good Conſcience ; To the hungry Soul every bitte 
thing n ſweet, Prov. 29. 7. ſo to a good Con 
ſcience every bitter thing is ſweet; it can pick 
Cotentment our of the Cr. Good Conſcience 
turns the Waters of Marab into Wine. Would 
you have a quiet Heart ? ger a ſmiling Conſei 
.ence.. I wonder not to hear Paul ſay, he was f 
every State content; when he could make that 
Triumph, I have lived in all pood Conſcience u 
ts Day, Acts 13.1. When once a Man's Rec: 
konings are clear, it muſt needs let in abundanct 
of Contentment into the Heart. Good Conc: 
_ ence can fuck Contentment out of the bitrerelt x. 
Drugs: Under Slanders, Tha is our Rejoycitg,th! 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 2 Car. 1. 12. in Cale 
of Impriſonment, Paw/ had his Priſon-fongs, and 
could play the {weer Leſſon of Contentment, when 
his Feet were in the Stocks, As 16. 25. one call 
it bone Conſcientiæ Paradiſus, the Paradiſe of 
good Conſcience ; and if it be fo, then in Priſon 
we may be in Paradiſe. When the Times a 
trouble ſome, god Conſcience makes a Calm ; 
Conſcience be clear, what though the Days be 
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loudy ? Is it not a Contentment to have a Friend 
ways by, co ſpeat a Word torus? ſuch a Friend 
Conſcience. Good Conſcierce as Datid's Harp, 
res away the evil Spirit of Diſcontent. When 
houghts begins to ariſe, and the Heart is diſ- 
uiered, Conſcience faith to a Man, as the Ki” 
id to Nehemiah, Why is il) Countenance ſod? 
eh. 2. 2. So faith Conſcience, Haſt not thou 
Ic Seed of God in thee? art not thou an Heir f 
e Promiſe 2 Haſt not thou a Treaſure that thou 
nſt never be plundered of? Why is thy Coun- 
nance [ad ? Oh keep Conſcience clear, and you 
all never want Comentment. For a Man to 
ep the Pipes of his Bod y, the Veins and Arteries 
e from Colds and Obſtructions, is the beſt way 

maintain Health: So, to keep Conſcience 
ear, and to preſerve it from the Obſtructions 

Guilr, is the beft way io maintain Coment» 
1 Firſt, Conſcience is pure, and then peace- 
hs ; 


—— 0 


n | ; S B C r. V. | 
3 Rule. Tearn to deny your ſelves, 


Look well to your Affections, bridle them in. 
no ©wo things, 9 8 8 
1. Mortifie your Deſires, 
2. Moderate your Delights, 
I. Mortifie your Deſires, W muſt not be of the 
Fagon's Temper,who (they ſay) is ſo thirſty, that 
Water will quench his Thir ; Mortifie there 
gu inordinate Affections, Col. 3. 5. in the 
| Greek 


- . n — way 
—— ——— — 0 — — 


£ fires ? 


 Cheft, who ſhall ſhortly lock you up in y 


Fondneſs ends in Frowardneſs. Thoſe that wot 
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Greek tis, your evi! Affection: To ſhew chat d 
Defires when they are inordinate are evil. Cn 
cifie your Deſires, bo as dead Men: A dead! 
bach no Appetite. | 
Queſt, How ſhould a Chriſtian martyr his Dl 


Anſw. 1. Get a right Judgment of the thin 
here helow: They are mean beggarly things 
Mili thou ſet thine Eyes upon that which n nt 
Prov. 23. 5. The Appetite muſt be guided 
Reaſon: The Affections are the Feet of ü 
Soul; therefore they muft follow the Judgme! 
not /ead it. 5 leart- 

2. Often ſerioufly medirare of Morralin 
Death will ſoon crop thoſe Flowers which 1 
delight in, and pull down the Fabrick of thai 
Bod ies which we ſo garniſh and beaurifie, Thu 
when you are locking up your Money in yo 


Coffin. 
2. Moderate your Delights. Set not your HeMings « 
too much upon any Creature, P/al. 62. 10. Wh 
we over- love, we (hall over-grieve. Rachel 
her Heart too much upon her Children, and wi 
ſhe had loft them, ſhe left herſelf roo, ſud 
Vein of Grief was opened as could not be fend 
ed, ſhe refuſed to be comforted. Here was Diſc 
tent. When we let any Creature lie too near 
Heart, when God pulls away that Comfort, a pi 
of our Heart is rent away wich ir. Too mi 


be content in the want of Mercy, muſt be mo 
rate in the Enjoyment. Jonathan dipt the Roi God 


Honey, he did not chruſt it in. Let us take Hk, 


- 
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f ingulphing our ſelves in Pleaſure, better have a 
Ware Diet, than by having too much, to ſurfeit. 


81 r. 
Rule. Get much of Heaven into your Heart. 


Spiritual things fatisſie; the more of Heaven is 
ue, che leſs Earth will content. He that hath 
eee taſted the Love of God, Pfſal. 63. 5. his 
hirſt is much quenched after ſublunary things: 
te Joys of God's Spirit are Heart - filling and 
leart-chearing Joys; He that hath theſe, hath 
lea ven begun in him, Rom. 14. 17. And ſhall 
e not be content to be in Heaven? Oh get a 
blime Heart, Seek the things that are above, Col. 
1. flie aloft in your Aﬀections, thirſt after the 
ace: and Comforts of the Spirit; the Eagle 
ur flies above the Air, fears not the Stinging of 
e Serpent; the Serpent creeps on his Belly, and 
ings only ſuch Creatures as go upon the Earth. 
Diſcontent is a Serpent that ftings only an 
rthly Heart; an heavenly Soul chat with the 
ple flies alofc, finds abundantly enough in God 
give Comentment, and is nor ſtung with the 
res and Diſquiets of the World. 


r = 
Aale. Look zor ſo much on the dark fid® 
of your Condition, as on the light. | 


God doth chequer his Providences, Wbite and 
ck, as the Pillar of Cloud had its light ay" - 4 
| da 


| 
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dark; look on the light ſide of thy Eſtate : * 
looks on the Backſide of a Landskip? Suypd 
thou art caſt in a Law · ſuit, there is the dar /i:s 
yet thou haſt ome Land left, there is the 4g 
Thou haſt Sickneſs in thy Body, there is the 4. Rul 
fide; but Grace in thy Soul, there is the /ig“ here 
Thou haſt a Child taken away, there is the 
ſide; thy Husband lives, there is the Jig ſi 
God's Providences in this Life are various, rept 
ſented by rhoſe ſpeckled Horſes among the 
trees which were the red ard white, Zach. 1. 
Mercies and Afflictions are inter- Moven, G 
doth ſpeckle his Work. Oh, faith one, I va 
ſuch a Comfort: But weigh ailthy Mercies int 
Balance, and that will make thee content. I 
Man did want a Finger, would he be ſo d 
cantented for the loſs of that, ad nor to be than 
ful for allthe Parts and Joynts of his Body ? Lat 
on the /ig fide of your Condition, and then 
your Diſcontents will eaſily disband ; do not 
upon your Loſſes. bur ponder upon your Merci 
What! wonldſt thou have no Croſs at all ? N 
ſhould one Man think to have all g 0d th 
when himſelf is good bur in part? Would 
have no Evil about thee, who haft ſo much h 
in thee ? Thou art not fully ſanctified in this L 
how then thinkeſt thou to be fully ſatisied? 
ver look for Perfection of Contentmert till ti 


: be Perfection of Grace. 
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Rule. Conſider in what a Poſture we ſtand 
here in the World, | = 


1, We are ina Military Condition, we ate Sol- 
, 2 Tim. 2. 3. Now a Soldier is content 
ich any thing; what though he hatch nor bis 
arely Houſe, his rich Furniture, his ſoft Bed, 
s full Table? yer doth not complain; he can 
in Straw as well as Down; he minds not his 
odging, but his Thoughts run upon dividing 

je Spoil, and the Garland of Honour that ſhall 
ſer upon his Head; and for Hope of this is 
intent to run any Hazard, endure any Hardſtyp. 
ere it not abſurd to hear him camplain, that he 
ants ſuch Proviſion, and is fain to lie out in the 
el's ? A Chriſtian is a Military Perſon, he fights 
e Lord's Bartels, he is Chrift's Enſign- bearer. 
ow what though he endures hard Fare, and the 
bullets flie about? he fights for a Crown, and 
bereſore muſe be content. 
2. We are ina Peregrine Condition; Pilgrims 
ad Travellers. A Man that is in a ſtrange 
ountry is contented with any Diet or Uſage, 
eis glad of any thing, though he hath not that 
keſpect or Attendance as he looks for at home; 
or is capable of the Priviledges and Immunit ies 
that Place, he is content; he knows when he 
omes into his own Country he hath Lands to in- 
erir, and there he ſhall have Honour and Re- 
pe ct: So it is with a Child-of God, he is 0 

| Pil. 
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Filgrimage-conditjon, I am 4 Stranger with thes 
and a Sojourner a al my Fathers were, Pſal. 39.1 
Therefore ler a Chriſtian be content: he is in d 
World, but not ef the World; he is born of Ga 
and is a Citizen of the new Feru/a/em, Heb. 1 2. 1 
therefore, though be hunger aud thirft, and ha 
no certain Dwelling- place, 1 Cor. 4. 11. yet 
muft be content; it will be better when he com 
into his own Country. | ons 

3. We are in a Mendicent Condition ; wea 
Beggars, we beg at Heaven; gate, Give ws thi: D, 
our daily Bread; we live upon God's Alms, there 
fore muſt be content with any thing; a Begy 
muſt nor pick and chuſe, he is contented wit 
the Refuſe, Oh, why doſt thou murmur th 
art a Beggar, and art fed out of the Alms-baxke 
of God's Providence ? 


at is a 


„C 3 2 
9. Rule, Let not your Hopes depend extrin. Re 
lice upon theſe outward things. 


Lean not upon fandy Pillars ; we oft build 
Comfort upon ſuch a Friend or Eſtate, and wh 
chat Prop is removed, all our Joy is gone ande 
Hearts begin either to fail or fret. A lame Ma 
leans on his Crutches, and if they break he is un 
done: let notthy Contentment go upon Crutche 
which may ſoon fail; the Ground of Content 
ment mult be within thy ſelf. The Word 4 
ia, which is uſed for Contentment, ſignifies Self 
ſufficiency ; a Chriſtian bath that from a 

| | 5 
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at is able ro ſupport; that Strength of Faith and 
d Hope through Grace, as bears up his Heart in 
e Deficiency of ourward Comforts. The Phi- 
ſophers of old, when their Eſtates were gene, 
could take Contentment in the Goods of the 
Wind, their Learning and Vertue; and ſhall not 
zeliever much more in the Grace of the Spirit, 
rich Enamel and Embroidery of the Saul? 
y with thy ſelf, if Friends leave me, if Riches 
Jie Wings, yet I have chat within comforts me, 
. an heavenly Treaſure; Omnia mea mecum 
*; when the Bloſſoms of my Eſtate are blown 
{till there is the Sap of Contentment in the 
dot of my Heart, I have ſtill an Intereft in God, 
Wd chat Intereſt cannot be broken off. Oh never 
Mace your Felicity in theſe dull and beggarly 
lings here below, 


, 


Sz c r. X. | 
. Rule. Let us often compare our Condition. 


Queſt. How ſhould I compare? 5 
Anſw. Make this Fivefold Compariſon: 
1, Let us compare our Condition and our De- 
together; iſ we have not wha: we deſire, we 
ee more than we deſerve. Fos our Mercies we 
ve deſerved let; for our Afflictiont, we have 
eWlerved more. : | 
Firſt, In regard of our Mercies, we have de- 
ed leſs, What can we deſerve ? Can Man 
profitable to ebe Aimighty e we live upon free 
ice, Alexander gave a great Gitt ro one es 
| © a. 
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5 om 
his Subjects; the Man being much taken wiſſlaſt t 
it, This (ſaith he) 7s more than I am worthy of. ¶ Nuo a 
not give thee this, ſaith the King, becauſe thou cher 
worthy it, but I give a Gift like Alexander, Mio 
we have is not Merit bur Bounty; the leaſt Bi ane 
Bread is more than God os us; we can bi. 
Faggots · to our own Burning, but not one Flo 
to the Garland of our Salvation; he that hatht 
leaſt Mercy, will die in God's Debt. 
Secondly, In Regard of our Afflict ions we ha 
de ſerved more: Thon haft puniſhed ws leſ t n 
Iniguities deſerve, Ezra. 9 13. Is our Condim 
ſad > we have deſerved it ſnould be worſe ; hy 
God taken away our Eſtate from us? he mii 
have taken away Chriſt from us: Hath he thro 
us into Priſon ? he might have thrown us if 
Flell: he might as well damn us, as whip us; f 
ſhould make us contented. . 
2. Let us compare our Condition with otha 
and this will 3 ns content; we look at tif 
who are aboye us, let us look at them who 
below us; we ſer one in his Silks, anocher in 
| Sack-cloath ; one hath rhe. Waters of a fullC 
wrung out to him, anorher is mingling his L 
with Tears; how many pale Faces do we behd 
whom not Sickneſs,bat ant hark brought! 
a Confumption? th ink of this and be content 
_ worſe wirh them, who perhaps deſerve berteruip 
we, and are higher in God's Favour. Am 
Priſon ?, was not Daniel in a worſe place, tiꝭ 
Lionsden? DoTteave in the nean Cotrage pl 
on them who are baniſhed from their Houles. | 
read of the Primitive Saints, that they wandt 
up aud down in Site ps thn? nd Goat iokemt 
1 — 7 w! 


Divine Contentment. 145 


4 m the World wa not worthy, Heb. 11. 37. 
niit chou a gentle Fit of an Ague ? look on thera 
no are tormented with the Stone and Gour, &c, 
WMtrhers of God's Children have had greater Af- 
ions, and have born them better than we. 
gene / fed upon Pulſe and drank Water, yet was 
ier than they who eat of the King's Portion, 
. 15. Some Chriſtians who have been in a 
wer Condition, that have fed Pulſe and 
Kater, have looked berter, vix. more pa- 
int and contented than we who enjoy Abun- 
Wance. Do others rejoyce in Afflictien, and de 
ave repine? Can they rake up their Croſs and 
walk chearfully under it, and do we under a 
oMighter Croſs murmur ? FAA 
Let us compare our Condition with Chriſt's 
pon Earth, What a poor mean Condition was 
be pleaſed to be in for us? he was contented with 
any thing: For ye know tbe Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
ebriſt, that though he was rich, yet for your ſakes 
ol be became A e He could have brought 
down an from Heaven wick him, or chal- * 
lenged the high Places of the Earth; but he was 
contented to be in the Vinc- preſt chat we might be 
in the Vine · eellar; and to live poor, that we might 
die rich; the Manger was his Cradle, the Cob. 
webs his Canopy; he who is now preparing M 
tons for us in Heaven, had none for himſeif on 
Farth, be bad no where to lay his Head Cit 
came in Forma Pauperis ; who being in the Brand" 
of God, took upon him the Form of 4 Serganr, Ml. 
1 We read no: of any Sums of Mongy he 
; when he wanted Money, he was in tete 
a Miracle for it, Ma. * Ln dans | Was, * 


' 


d Son- ſhip: is nor here that may make the Soul 


| | with as. Whac if our Condirion at preſent be low? 


* 
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in a low Condition, he was never high, but whlſfÞ1s Was 

be was lifted up upon the Crofs, and that was iff Mo 

Humility ; he was content to live poor, and ¶ bo Go 

e irſed. O conpare your Condition with Chrift's uld 1 

4. Let us compare our Condition with what hen I 

was once, and this will make us content. nw | 
er 


Firft, Let us compare our ſpiritual Eſtate wil 
what it was once, What were we when wel; 
in our Blocd > we were Heirs apparent to He 
having no Right to pluck one Leaf from the Im 
of the Promiſe, it was a N and Hopeleſß Con 


3. L 
all be 
hen | 
pald c 


dition, Eph. 2. 12. but now God hath cut offt nf 
Entail of Hell and Damnation; he hath taken © 
you our of the wild Olive of Nature, and ingratt * 
ed you into Chriſt, making you living Branches be ks 
that living Vine; he hath not only cauſed then? 
Light to ſhine upon you, but into you, 2 Cor. 4. 6. be - 
and hath intereſted you in all the Priviledges of aps 


onter 


content? 5 3 but it 
SGecondly, Let us compare our temporal Eſtate NP | 
wich what it was once; alas, we had nothing when . 


we ſtepp'd our of the Womb; For we brought n- a 
thing with us into the World, 2 Tim. 6. 7. if we 
ha ve not that which we deſire, ve have more than 


we did bring with us; we brought nothing wich — 
us (but Sin; ) other Creatures bring ſomething . 
with them into the World; the Lamb brings Wool, || 


the Silk. worm Silk, Sc. but we brought nothing 


it is better thꝛa ir was once, cherefore having Food 
and Raiment let us be content: whatever we have 
Gad's Provhlencę etcht it into us; and if we loſe 
all, yet we Fave as much as we brought ves. » 
| | is 


| 
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Inis was that made Job content, Naked came · I on 
„% Mother's Nomb, Job 1. 21. as if he had (aid, 
oo' God hath taken away all from me, yct why 
puld I murmur? I am as rich now as I was 
hen I came into the World; I have as much 
ſt as I brought with me: naked came I bither, 
ere fore bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
5. Let us compare our Condition, with het ic 
all be ſhortly : There is a time ſhortly ccming, 
hen if we had all the Riches of India, they 
pald do us no good; we muſt die, and can carry 
othing with us; ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Ie ig certain, 
can carry not bing out of the World, 1 Tim. 6. 7. 
herefore it follows, having Food and Raiment, let 
be therewith content, Ver. 8. Open the rich 
an's Grave, and ſee what is there; you may find 
he Miſer's Bones, but not his Riches: were we to 
we for ever here, or could we carry our Riches 
nto another World, then indeed we might be dit. 
ontented when we look upon our empty Bags; 
bur it is not ſo: God may preſens:y ſeal a War- 
rant for Death to apprehend us; and when we 
die we cannot carry our Eftate wich us. Honour 
and Richesdeſcend not into the Grave, why then 
are we troubled at our outward Condition ? 
Why do we diſguiſe our ſelves with Difcontent ? 
Oh lay up a Stock of Grace, be rich in Faith and 
good Works, theſe Riches will follow us, Rev. 14. 
13, no other Coin but Grace will paſs currant 
in Heaven; Silver and Gold will not go there: 
2 wy — a, Luke 12. 43 and 
as for other things, be not ſolicitous, we ſhal car- 
mn nothing with us, * - | N e 
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11. Rule, Go not 10 bring your Condition to 
Mind, but bring your Mind to your Condu 


The Way for a Chriftian to be contented,is 
by raifing his Eſtate higher, bur by bringing ſW..cauſe we ex 
Spirit lower; not by making bis Barns wider, HM ind repoſe ths 
his Heart narrower; one Man a whole Lordi bah was exce 
or Mannor wilFnor-content ; another is faride@har a Vanit 
with a few Acres of Land: What is the Dif mering Gourc 
rence ? the one ſtudies ro ſa tisſe Curiaſity, M ang ir (elf ic 
other Necefliry ; the ane thinks whar he may hs 
the ether what he may (pare. ” ' | 


3 "PITS AG 51 
12. Rule. Study the Vanity of the Creature It is che Ph 
| | hs T5 ye their 

It matters not whether we have more or lets — is WO 
theſe Things, they have Vanity wrirten upon tdi worth ore 8 
Frontiſpiece of them: The World is like « Sh] Difference i 
that declineth; it is delighrful but deceitſul, it p it ould be 
miſeth more than we find, and it fails us hen we is, becauſe 
have moſt need of ir. All the World rings Changes a lower Co 
and is conſtant only in ĩts Diſappointments: Wa and leſs Ac 
then if we have leſsof that which is at beſt but vo: the Water. 


luble and fluid > The World is as full of A t ſweet as if 
as Mr; and what if God cats us ſhort. in Sub- are as we 


lunaries 8 The more a Man hath to do with the Phancy is 
World, the more he bark to there The | rionof the 
World may be compar'd to Ice, which is mot, Phancy le 


3 burlippery, or to the Bgyptian Temples, withour 


God will 
wiſh | 
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autifũl and ſumptuous, but within nothing 
en but the Image of an Ape; every Crea- 

ich concerning Satisfaction, Ie is not in me. 
orld is not a filling, but a flying Comfort. 
e 2 Game at Tennis; Providence bandies 

Iden Balls, firſt to one, then to another. Why 

e diſcontented at the loſs of theſe things, but 
ſe we expect that from them which is not, 
epoſe that in them which we ought nor ? 
was exceeding glad of the Gourd, Jonah 4. 6. 
a Vanity was it? Is it much to {ze a wi. 
g Gourd fmitren ? or to ſee the Moon dret- 
{elf in a new Shape and Figure? 


*Y u c r. NIII. 
13. Rule. Get Phancy regulated: 


the Phancy which raiſeth the Price of things 
their real Worth; what is the Reaſon one 
is worth five Pounds, another perhaps nor 

1 one Shilling * Phancy raifeth the Price, the 
ence is rather miginary than real: So why. 
11d be better to ha vethouſands than hundreds, 
cauſe Men phaney it ſo; if we could phancy 
er Condition better, as having leſs Care in it, 
eſs Account, it would be far more eligibla: 
Vater, that {prings out of the Rock, drink as 
as if it came out of a golden Chalice; rhibgs - - 
we phancy them. Ever ſince the Fall, the 
cy is diſtemper' d. G ſaw that the gh. 
the Thoughts of his Heart were evi Gen. 6. 5. 
cy looks through wrong Spectactes,pray char - 
will ſanctiſie yout Phancy; a lower Condi- 
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tion a; come, i the Mind and id Pha 
fer right. preferred a Cynical Life þ 
fore Alexander's R Royaley ; he . his [i 
Cloyſter beft. Fabricius, a oY» x4 yet deſpile 
the Gold of King Pyrrbus : 
. n—n— Contents boneſlo 
Fabricius parvo ſpernebat munera Regan, 
Vu, gravi Conſul Serranus arato. 
Could ai — uh 
I we cure a diftempered we wigh 
ſoon conquer a diſcontented Heart. 


Sz e r. XIV. 
14 Rule, Conſider hem little wil Lee. Ns 


ture. x 

The Body is 3 of {mall Continent, and eaf 
ly recruited. Chrift hath taught us to pray For ci 
A ai Bread, Parua ſeges ſatis eſt, Nature is conter 
with a little; Nor to thirſt, not to ſtarve, is eneug! 
faith Gregor). Nazianzen. Meat and Drink is a Chr 
 Rtian's Riches, ach L. Hierome; and the Apoſt 
_ 2 Food and Raiment, "let us be content 


— — o prodigie rerum, 
am par vo content a paratu, 


6 
forum am pry, terrain ciborum - = 
itiaſa Fames, & lauts glaria menſe !_ 
2 quam paruo li — producers vita, 
f tum natura , TH 
ey Lucan, Phar 
Ede Sic FY all d _—__ > 3 Ho 
Fol would a Man be content, if he would & 


y co (ative Og. then his Humm? 
SEC 
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_ hath ad 
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ile 1 Rule. des cen 


for . 


Fihand Blood 6 compa Joes — 
not ſor 
Ein har regards bis Healy ws rater for ola 


en fancy ſuch a Condixion beſt, and 
ir Brav whereas a Wife 


Chriſtian bath his Will Bravery; God's Will and 4 


ks ir beſt to be ar his finding. God 1s wiſe, be 
= aner f bebe K 4 


ure would Man be. if he were What ud 

nd eaf. wich himſelf > Be cuntent ©© o be at God's Allow- | 

77 a, God knows which is the fitreſt Paſture to 

Sheep in Sometimes 4 more barren | 

MS ba. whereas hereas rank Paſture may rot. 

Do I meer with ſuch a Croſs 7 beer Way me 
what the World is ; be he hath no © W 

wean me, 


Doch God 


dieting me. 
ma 
ö wind ſh 
5 we believe that 
parcel out to us, we 


barlal, ay, The Lines ave Fas 
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16. Rule. Do not too mach indulge the Fleſh, 


Me have taken an Oath in Baptiſm ro forſake 
the Fleſs. The Fleſh is a worſe " wana than the 
Devil; it is a Beſom. traitor; an Enemy wit hin is 

worſt, If there were no Devil to tempt, the Fleſh 
would be another Eve to tempt to the forbidden 
Fur, Oh take heed of giving way to it; whence 
is all our Diſcontent, but from the fleſhly Part? 
The Fleſh _ us upon the immoderare Purfun 

of the World; ir conſults for Eaſe and Plenty, and 

if it be not farisfied, then Diſcontents begin to a» 
riſe. Oh, ler it not have the Reins, martyr the 
Fleſh ; in ſpiritual things the Fleſh is a Sluggard, 
in ſecylar ; 2 an Horſltech, crying, Give, give. 
The Fleſh is an Enemy to Suffering, it will ſoon- 
er make a Man a Courtier than a Martyr. Oh keep 
it under, put its Neck under Chriſt's Yoke, ſtretch 

and nail it to his Croſs; never let a Chriftian 

look for Contentment in his Spirit, till there be 


| | Confinement in his Fleſh. 
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= 17. Rule. Meditate mach on the Glory which 
be revealed, 


Wo There are great Things gs laid up in-Heaven : 

rough ir be fad for the 22 us be cot 
. . . JE" 
ene in that ir will ſhortly be better; it is but a 

while, and we ſhall be wich Chriſt, * 


* 
* 
* 
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Souls in the Fountain of his Love; we ſhall never 
complain of Wants or In juries any more; our 
Croſs may be heavy, but one fight of Chriſt will 
make us forget all our former Sorrows. There 
are two Things ſhould give Contentment: 

1, That God will make us able to, bear our 
Troubles, 1 Cor. 10. 13. God (faith Chry/oftom) 
doth like a Latenift,who will not lot the Strin gs of 
his Lute be too ſlack, Jeſt it ſpoib the Muſick; nor 
will be ſuffer thent to be too hard ſtretched. or | 
ſcrued up, left they break: So doth God deal 
wich us, he will not let us have too much Proſpe- 
ry, (eſt this ſpoil the Muſick of Prayer and Repens- 
| rance; nor yet too much Ad verſity, leſt the Spi- 

rit fail before him, and the Souls wbich be hath 
nr, . ͤ nn] 

2. When we have ſuffer d a while, 1 Pet. 3. 10. 
ve ſhall be perfected in Glory: the Cools ſhall be 
our Ladder by which we ſhalt climb up to Hea- 
ven. Be then content, and the Scene: will alter. 
222 4 — long turn out Water r [ 
the H rhis is enongh to drive away | 
empers from the Heart. Bleſſed be God, ir will | 

er: He havenccontmuny City bere Heb. 13. 
therefore our Afflictions cannot continue. A wiſe 
Man loolæs ſtill to che end: The end of the jait Man 
in Peace, Pfal. 37. 37: Merhinkstbe Smoorbnels of | 
EEE 

of the Way. Eternity! think 

the Field to the Throne. Firſt he held his Shepherd's 
Staff, and ortiy after the Mia Senner. Gad 
harh choſen them to be Kings, ro fr * I 
| col 


| 


_ 
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1 — —— ꝓU—as — Ro Ne 
Throne with the Lord Jeſus. This being weigh Nit was h 
cd in the Balance of Faith, would be an excellen 
Means to bring the Heart to Contentment. 
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18. Rule. Be much in Prayer. 
Il̃ be laſt Rule for Contentment is, Be much in 
Prayer. Beg of God that he will work our Hearts 
to this bleſſed Frame; Is any M affficbledꝰ let him 
ay, Jam. 5. 13. So, is any Man diſcontented > 
him pray; Prayer gives Vent. The opening of 
a Vein, lets our the bad Blood: When the Hear: 
is fill d with Sorrow and Diſquiet, Prayer lets our 
| the badi Blood The Key of Prayer oil d with Tears 
| unlocks the Heart of all its Diſcontents. Prayer is 
an holy Spell or Charm ro drive away Trouble; 
Prayer is the unboſoming of rhe Soub che unload- 
ing of all our Cares in God's Breaft and this uſhers 
in {wcer Cortentment. When there is any Burden giv 
upon our Spirirs, ing our Mind to a Friend, of 
we find our Hearts finely eas d and quieted. It is mi 
not our Reſolutions, but our frong Requeſts, fli 
vo God, which muſt give the Heart Eaſe in Fron- nc 
ble; by Prayer the Str of Chriſt is broughr | 
into the Soul; and where that is, a Man is able {i 
| Fro go throngh any Condition. Paul could be in 
Wevery State content: but that you may not think ] 
ess able to dothis of himſelf, he tells you that 
o he could want . abound, and do A 
er it was þ Chraft ſtrengebening bim, Phil, 
13. Tis the Child chat writes, but ix is the Scri- 
ener guides his Hand. St. Paul arriv d at the hard- 
N Dury in Religion, ui. Content ment, but the Spi- 
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it was his Pilot, and Chriſt his Serength, and this: 
Strength was uſhered in by holy Prayer. Prayer 
a powerful Orator. Prayer is an Exorci# with 
God, and an Exorci# againſt Sin, The beſt way 
is to pray down Diſcontent. What Luther ſaith of 
Concupiſcence, I — ſay of Diſcontene; Prayer is 
a ſacred Leech, to fuck out the Venom, and ſwel- 
ling of rhis Paſſion. Prayer compoſeth the Heart, 
— brings it into Tune. Hath God deprived you 
of many Comforts; bleſs God that he left you 
the Spirit of Prayer. | | f 
Uſe 6. The laft Uſe is of Comfort, or an En- 
couraging Word to the contented Chriſtian, If © 
there be an Heaven upon Earth, thou haſt rn. O 
Cbriſtian, thou may ſt inſult over thy Troubles, ane 
with the Leviathan laugh at the ſhaking of a Spear, 
706 41. 19. What ſhall I ſayꝰ thou art a Crown _ 
to thy Profeſſion, thou doſt hold it out to all the 
World, that there's Vertue enough in Religion to 
give the Soul Contentment. Thou ſheweft height 
of Grace: When Grace is crowning,” ir is nor ſo 
much for us to be content; but when Grace is on- 
flicting and meets withCroſſes, Tentations, Agonies, 
now to be content, t his is a glorious thing indeed. ö 
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Io a comented Chriſtian, I ſhall fay two things # 
for a Fare wel? | 2 
Firſt, God is exceed:ngly taken with ſach + 
Frame of Heart, God ſaith of a contented Chriſti- 
an, as David once faid of Gali ahs Sword, There i- 
none like that, give it me, 1 Sam. 21. 9 If you 
pleaſe God, and be Men of his Heart, be content- 
ed. It is (aid that Rebecca made Iſaac ſavoury Meat, 
fach as her Husband lov d; would you give God 
ſuch a Ds as he !ow2: 2 bring him this of Content 


— The ———— Ledbns to play 
2 bur he bark one above all che reſt: There are ma. 
y Leſſons of holy Muſick char delight God, the 
Leſſon af Repentance, Humility, Ce. dur this Leſ 

ſon af Conrentment is the ſweereft Leſſon tlat a 
* Believer can God hates a froward Spirit. 
; Secondly; I contented Chriſtian ſhall be 5 
loſer. Whar lo& ob by his Patience? God ga 
him three rimes as much as he had before. Wha 
| loft Ahram by his Comentment? be was content to 
leave his Country at God's Call; rhe Lord make; 
2 Covenant with him, that be would be his Go 
3 Gen. 17 He changech his Name; no more Abram, 
but Abraham, the Father of many Nations. God 
makes his Sted asche Stars of Heaven; nay ho- 
him with ckis Title; The Ferber of the Faith. 
. be Lordimakes known his Secret“ 
.£ 16:him,- Shed I:bide from Alrabam the thing chat | 
5 ant dat- God ferries a rich Taherance upon him, 
. | Which uss a Type of Haren, and af- 
* ecrwards manſlased him te che Meffed Paradiſt. 
Geb heil be fue w ac vend, the baten ted Ch: 
E A dur Saviout faid in caſe to N. 
4 — 'Bacaaſe Idi ſaw cheenaater che F rag Jar bo- 
ieee ft eb thouſbalt ſee þ tban theſe, 


© Jab. 1. 30. So, I fa ay, art rhou — O Chriſti- | 
an, whale? chowhalr ſce greater chingsthan 
| I ther; Gad will diſtil che ſweet Influences of his 
4 Love inoithySoul: He will caiſe rhee up Friends; 
| he will bleſs the Oil in the Cruſe; and when that 
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Nef himſelf ; he will give thee Heagen, 
W where A malt have as much Contentment as 
dy Wand polity tir fer 
3 ö {6d I N Fr 8. 
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debe, be will crown thee with an crernal En- || 


